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O be fure! Yet retire for a 
while : I fhall not leap out of 
the window to efctape you. I am 
weary of my prefent habitation, and 
fhould, in a few days, have put myfelf 
within.your power. I have not the 
leaft obje&tion to this vifit, though, 
I muft own, it was fomewhat unex- 
pected. 

He is gone. Sheriff’s officers are 
feldom fo polite ; but he knows that 
Icannot efcape him. There is but 
one inlet and outlet to this room, and 
as'my dinner is preparing, he was not 
difpofed to baulk my appetite. This 
little interval may be employed in 
bringing: my lucubrations to a clofe 
——an earlier clofe, by far, than I 
dreamt of, even fo lately as this 
morning. Fourteen days have been 
{pent fhut up in this apartment. Many 
things have occurred to render me- 
morable this voluntary imprifonment, 
not to’ myfelf only, but to the wide 
world ; who; when it fhall have an 
opportunityof perufing the memoirs 
of Bedloe, will deem the chance that 
fixed me here, to the lait degree, 
aufpiciouss 

Iwas fomewhat difconcerted by 
the entrance of this gueft. He gave 
me no warning of his coming, and 
ufed no ceremony. He bade me 
“Good morning’:* I returned the 
falutation, but the abruptnefs of his 
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introduction, and the ftrangenefs of 
his countenance, not having feen him 
before, made me readily fafpeet his 
bufinefs. This, however, was more 
fully explained by the paper which 
he put into my hands, and which, on 
opening it, I found to be a “ Capias 
ad refpondendum.” 

So ; I muft now prepare to attend 
him tothe apartment of the debtors. 
How ftrange is this procedure? A 
man has a claim upon me for a certain 
fum. I refufe to pay it, though I am 
able ; that is, the payment is phyfi- 
cally poffible. My whole eftate con- 
fifts in public and bank ftock. A 
broker will find a purchafer for thefe, 
and furnifh me with the whole, or 
nearly the fum in which I am in- 
debted. By the transfer of this, the 
obligation is removed. The fale and 
the fubfequent transfer, are both of 
them, not only pofitble, but eafy. T 
refufe to perform it, however, and 
fuch is the confequence. By virtue 
of this paper, 1 am immured within 
iron gates and ftone walls. There 
muft I eat, drink, and fleep, and there 
muft I abide in the intervals. The 
accomodations may not be perfeétly 
convenient ; my companions may be 
difagreeable ; confinement may injure 
my health; but thefé are incidents 
of my new condition, and are una- 
voidable. I have chofen my alterna- 
tive: I have figned, with my own 
hand, the decree of my imprifonment. 
It is, to all intents, and purpofes, 
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my voluntary act. If my ftate is 
irkfome ; if I fee reafon to repent 
my choice, it is by no means irrevo- 
cable. It is ftill in my power to 
difcharge my debt, and to put an 
end, in a few hours, to my refidence 
in a gaol. 

But this conduct muft be volun- 
tary : My property cannot be taken 
from me. Its nature and exiftence 
may be afcertained, but there is no 
miethod of wrefting it from me, but 
this. 

It is natural to enquire with 
regard to the equity and efficacy of 
this procedure. According to the 
fundamental. laws of property, that 
which is in. my poffeflion belongs to 
another. The public intereft requires 
the obfervance of thefe laws and the 
vetting of property in him to whom 
it belongs. Means muft be ufed for 
effecting this purpofe. If thefe means 
be not efficacious, that alone is a fuf- 
ficient objection to them. Something 
befide their efficacy, is neceffary to 
their vindication ; but nothing will 
fuffice to juftify the ufe of them, if 
they be not efficacious. The means 
which are here adopted is the con- 
ftraint of the perfon of the debtor. 
He is to change the place of his 
abode. His daily walks are to be 
circumf{cribed to an area of forty feet 
fquare. He is to lodge and eat in 
company of thofe whom accident 
may have placed in the fame condi- 
tion. Such, and fuch only, are the 
means which a creditor is at liberty 
to ufe, to enforce the payment of a 
debt. 

Are thefe means efficacious? It 
cannot be fuppofed that they fhould 
be univerfally fo. There are cafes, 
in which, no doubt, from a variety of 
caufes, imprifonment may, to the 
debtor, be more eligible than pay- 
ment. If the penalty were far 
feverer; if the refractory debtor were 
condemned to the rack or the galleys 
for his contumacy, cafes are conceiva- 
ble in which the rack or the galleys 
would be chofen in preference to 
payment ; but much more fo when 


the penalty is mere imprifonment in 
its lighteft and mildeft form. Thefe 
cafes muft be allowed to be few in 
proportion to the rigour of the 
penalty. The fuffering which is an. 
nexed to non-payment will influence 
our choice in proportion to the 
feverity of that fuffering : but the 
conclufion muft not therefore be ad. 
mitted that the moft rigorous penalty 
is the beft. We are accuftomed to 
view with indifference tle imprifon- 
ment of debtors, but we fhould hardly 
endure to fee them pinioned and 
carted to the gallows, or even reduced 
to a ftate of domeftic flavery. 

Are thefe means, lenient and tran- 
fient as they are, efficacious? If they 
be fo their lenity is advantageous. 
To gain our ends by means that are 
precifely or to them ; that 
neither exceed nor fall fhort of the 
quantity of force required, is an argu- 
ment of the higheft wifdom. But 
thefe means, with the exceptions I 
have juft made, muft be admitted to 
be efficacious. 

Debts are daily contraéted. A 
fenfe of honour and .intereft will 
occafion the difcharge of moft of 
them, Thofe whofe honour is a 
neutral or powerlefs principle, or 
whofe intereft, inftead of exhortin 
them to punctuality, appears to dif 
fuade them from it, would be negli- 
gent, if imprifonment, its inconveni- 
ence and its infamy, were not to 
come in aid. The dread or the 
endurance of thefe, when other mo- 
tives would fail, is commonly found 
fufficient for the purpofe. 

This reafoning will be contro- 
verted by two kinds of men: thofe 
who think imprifonment too flight, 
and thofe who think it too fevere a 
penalty. In anfwer to the firft it 
may be faid, that experience proves 
that this penalty, flight as it is, is 
efficacious. That the number is very 
inconfiderable of thofe whom impri- 
fonment will not compel to pay. That 
higher penalties will diminifh, indeed, 
but not abfolutely annihilate this 
number. That greater ferverities, if 
advantageous 
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advantageous in this refpeét, would 
be injurious in others, and that thefe 
injuries would greatly outweigh the 
flight additional benefit. 

To thofe who imagine imprifon- 
ment too heavy a fentence, it may 
be urged that every thing- which 
endears or dignifies human exiftence 
depends upon the facrednefs of pro- 
perty ; that government is inftituted 
for no beneficial purpofe but this ; 
that this purpofe requires not merely 
that I fhould be maintained in the 
pofleffion of a thing, but likewife, 
that I fhould be reftored to that 
pofieffion when it is infringed. From 
the properties of money, and the na- 
ture of commerce or exchange, it not 
feldom happens, that a fum to which 
T have a juft title, may be adtually 
poffeffled by another. One of the 
moft momentous ends of government 
is neglected or fubverted if means be 
not provided for taking this fum out 
of his poffeffion, and placing it in 
mine. Means fuitable to this pur- 
pofe are not merely ufeful to the ftate, 
they are effential to the exiftence of 
human fociety. 

There are two ways of doing this. 
The minifters of law may intrude by 
force into the debtor’s coffers, and 
literally take from them the fum that 
is owing. It has however adopted 
another method. Motives are fet 
before the debtor, which induce him 
to open his coffers and count out the 
fum himfelf. To pay or withhold is 
fubmitted to his own choice ; but his 
choice is influenced by annexing a 
penalty to his refufal. If this penalty 
do not influence his choice, it ought 
not to be denounced. Another muft 
be chofen which will poffefs more 
influence. The penalty muit be en- 
creafed till it anfwer the end. The 
dungeon, or wheel, or {caffold are not 
awarded againft refractory debtors, 
merely becaufe a lighter fentence is 
fufficient, and every man’s experience 
will prove the fufficiency of a lighter 
fentence. 

If nothing lefs than fcaffold, dun- 
geon, or wheel would anfwer this end, 
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it ought to be employed. The 
charge of inhumanity or cruelty 
would be abfurd. The penalty is 
terrible, but, in order to avoid it, he 
has only to pérform an act of juftice. 
If, rather than perform this act, he 
embraces the alternative, it follows 
that this alternative, terrible as it is 
in itfelf, and terrible to others, is 
not terrible to him. 

Debtors may be divided into two 
claffes ; thofe who are able but not 
willing, and thofe who are willing 
but not able to pay. Thefe remarks 
apply only to the firft kind of debtors, 
In what manner fhall we treat the 
difabled or infolvent debtor? With 
regard to him there is no alternative. 
A penalty may be annexed to his 
non-payment, but to elude or incur 
this penalty is not a matter of choice. 
With regard to him the ftate of the 
cafe is materially changed. If his 
imprifonment be juft, it muft be juft 
for reafons widely different from 
thofe by which we juftified the re- 
{traint of able, but reluctant debtors, 

Imprifonment, in cafes of utter 
inability to pay, has found few advo- 
cates among enlightened reafoners. 
The laws of our country have abo- 
lifhed, in many cafes, though not in 
all, this fpecies of imprifonment ; yet 
the equity of this procedure is liable 
to fome doubt. I with the juftice 
of the laws which govern us, to be, in 
all cafes, demonftrable and clear ; but 
I am fomewhat apprehenfive that, for 
infolvent debtors to enjoy exemption 
from imprifonment, is not incontefti- 
bly juft. 

The crue principles of punifhment 
are evident. The fafety of men in 
a focial ftate is liable to be infringed 
by the lawlefs felfifhnefs of indivi- 
duals. This felfifhnefs is to be re- 
ftrained, and the general fafety be 
maintained, by the beft means in our 
power. For this end we muft annex 
certain confequences to fuch actions 
as are fubverfive of the general 
fafety. We muft denounce penalties 
and fuffering againft him that per- 
forms them. 

Thefe 
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Thefe penalties are defigned to 
te im one way, to prevent the 
commiffion of fuch actions. To con- 
template any other end; to inflict 
evil becaufe evil is the fuitable com- 
nion of vice ; to torment criminals, 
ufe, as criminals, they deserve 
to be tormented, is iniquitous and 
abfurd. This abfurdity, at leaft im 
an buman agent, is deducible not lefs 
from philofophical, than from reli- 
gious principles, It is as readily 
admitted by the affertor of the 
dogtrine of moral seceility, as by 
him who denies it. Our motive muft 
be fimple and unmixed ; vengeance 
fhould aétuate us neither wholly nor 
jn part. The efficacy of the penalty, 
to hinder the commiffion of that 
againft which the penalty is de- 
nounced, is the proper and fole 
criterion to which we are bound to 
conform. 

With refpe& to murderers, their 
execution, and with regard to infol- 
vent debtors, their imprifonment are 
parallel cafes. The murderer cannot 
recal his act, nor the debtor pay his 
debt. The equity of their punith- 
ment muft therefore ftand upon the 
fame ground. It is juft inafmuch as 
it tends to prevent the deftruction of 
life and the infringement of property : 
So far as it is inefleGiual to this, or 
as it promotes any other end, it is 
indifputably unjuft. By this ftandard 
alone muft be meafured both the one 
and the other. 

All will admit the tendency of the 
denunciation of punifhment, to deter 
murderers and robbers from the per- 
petration of theircrimes. It wiil not 
be as clearly feen how the award of 
imprifonment tends to diminifh the 
number ef infolvent debtors. And 
yet it is evident that, if men may 
become infolvent by incontrolable 
agcidents, a fhipwreck for example, 
or cafual fire, or through the fault of 
others, they may likewife become 
infolvent through their own fault. 

That aman may do what be will 
with his own, is a {pecious, but fal- 
lacious principle. The fallacy is 


ftill more glaring of the maxim 
which fhould affert a man’s right 
to do what he will with anotber’s, 
What I borrow and what 1 owe is 
not my own, but it is fubjec& to my 
control Whatever power I ma 
rightfully poffefs over that which is 
truly my own, I cannot have the 
fame power over that which accident 
has indeed placed in my pofleflion, 
but which rightfully belongs to 
another. It is a merciful ftatement 
which admits that infolvent debtors 
have become fuch by ufing what is 
another’s as if it were their own ; but 
even from this conceflion it would 
follow that infolvent debtors are 
criminal fince their power over the 
property of others is by no means the 
fame as over their own property. 

To relinquifh thefe views, which 
may be acculed of being too rigid 
and refined, it is fufficient to obferve 
‘that infolvency may arife from various 
fources, and, that crimes, as well as 
follies may produce it. It is no 
doubt proper that diftinctions fhould 
be made between fraud and negli- 
gence, between the infolvency that 
flows from misfortune and that which 
flows from knavery- It cannot be 
denied that the forefight of punith- 
ment has a tendency to prevent the 
commiffion of fraud as well as of 
murder, and confequently to prevent 
fraudulent infolvency. 

I feel myfelf difpofed to enter more 
particularly into this topic, but my 
dinner has been juft placed before 
me: When I have pafled fome time 
in a prifon, I fhall be more qualified 
to judge refpecting this fubject. 


ee 


To the Editor of the Weekly Magazine. 


HINTS ON THE PRESERVATION OF 
FRUIT. 

ERHAPS there is no part of 
hufbandry fo much negle&ted in 

our country, as that which concerns 
Fruit Trees. It is well known that the 
Fruit often fails ; and, although this is 
generally afcribed to frofts, 1 believe 
it 
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it is often owing to our not ufing the 
proper means of prevention. This 
opinion has led me to throw out a 
few mifcellaneous hints, which I have 
no doubt may be improved upon. 

As far as my experience and ob- 
fervation goes, it is an apparently 
dry eafterly wind which does more 
damage than the froft. I have heard 
of a farmer near Reading, whofe Fruit 
never failed. When the eafterly wind 
prevailed, or there was danger of a 
froft, he fet his people to collecting 
ftraw in heaps to the windward of his 
orchard, and kept up a {mothering 
fire during the continuance of this 
weather. 

I have been told by fome farmers, 
that if we wifh to have apples every 
year, we fhould plant half the orchard 
in fpring, and half in the autumn. 

But there is one fact refpecting 
pear trees which is quite new to me. 
Thefe trees are very apt to be blight- 
ed; and I have lately heard it afcribed 
to their being ftruck with lightning. 
In confirmation of this, I am told of 
a farmer in New Jerfey, who has a 
very fine pear orchard which never 
fails. His practice is to bend a piece 
of iron hoop round every crotch of 
the tree. He fays, that fince he has 
followed this practice, his trees have 
never been blighted. 

An old experienced gardener, of 
this city, after making many experi- 
ments, thinks the be{t method of pre- 
ferving peach trees from the worm, 
or grub is, after deftroying every 
appearance of them, to wrap a piece 
of fheathing paper round the trunk, 
one inch under the furface of the 
earth, and fix inches above it. 

Thefe hints appear to me to be 
valuable, and as fuch I offer them 
for the confideration of your readers. 

April 18tb, 1798. As 
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it is avery common opinion that 
rudenefs being the primary {tate of 
man, he is more under the influence 
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of imagination, in the infancy of fo- 
ciety, than in a maturer progrefs; and 
that on arriving at civilization that 
influence ceafes. This theory appears 
to preclude every idea of the return 
of man to a ftate of rudenefs from 
refinement. Perhaps it is by this errar 
fome of the moft celebrated writers 
are led into fo many contradictions 
in their endeavours to account for the 
exiftence of fimilar cuftoms in re- 
mote nations, and for the exiftence of 
languages and manners the moft un- 
like each other in fituations quite con- 
tiguous. 

We have fufficient evidence of na- 
tions having arrived at the higheft 
{tate of refinement many ages before 
the earlieft periods of Grecian or 
Egyptian hiftory. The facts concern- 
ing this important difcovery are every 
day becoming more numerous and 
more important. The moft probable 
opinion concerning the aborigines of 
our continent is that they are the off- 
{pring of perfons emigrating from 
Afia. The refemblance in feature, 
colour, and make, between the great 
body of American Indians and the pre- 
fent inhabitants of Tartary and great 
partof Hinduftan, isftriking ; and there 
is a practice which is ftill common to 
both thefe people—they fhave the 
hairoff the head, all but a fingle lock, 
of greater or lefs extent on the crown 
of the head. A cuftom like this ap- 
pears to me more fignificantof afinity 
than any remote refemblance in the 
found of words. 

That the Afiatics and Americans 
are from one ftock, their features, 
complexion, and hair conclutively tef- 
tify. Their cuftoms, in many particu- 
lars, bear the clofeft refemblance ; and 
if their language is totally altered, 
and even their manners and mode of 
life, thefe muft have been the effe& 
of changes of place, climate, and 
objects. - 

In the moft refined part of Afia, 
where letters flourifhed ; where theo- 
logy, law, jurifprudence, politics, 
the mathematics, poetry, and the 
drama, were all in a {tate equal, if not 
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in many refpects fuperior to thofe of 
modern nations; {till the language 
of the people gradually funk into dif- 
ufe; even the moft valuable of the 
{ciences and the works of genius have 
become, in a meafure, loft to the de- 
{cendants of the people who cultiva- 
ted them; and languages barbarous, 
and fyftems fraught with fuperftition 
and abfurdity fupplanted them, al- 
though the ufe of letters ftill remained. 
The Digeft of the Hindu laws, made 
by Meng, and the dramatic piece of 
Sacontala, or the “ Fatal Ring,” writ- 
ten by Callidas, claim a period of 
antiquity long prior to any other 
works known to the learned in Eu- 
rope. The moft unequivocal teftimony 
of their antiquity is, that the language 
in which they are compofed, the Shan- 
Sscrit, is now known to but a very few 
of the Afiatics, and had not the curi- 
ofity of Europeans led them to the 
ftudy of Afiatic antiquities, there 
is very little caufe to doubt that the 
prefent remains of Afiatic learning 
would be totally loft in lefs. than 
another century. Another evidence 
of the great refinement which pre- 
vailed feveral ages ago in Afia, is the 
remains of aftronomical knowledge 
which are left, which give the poli- 
tion of the heavenly bodies for feveral 
thoufand years paft, with an accuracy 
equal to the beft modern aftronomers ; 
and yet there is not one native of 
Afia, at this day, capable of making, 
or comprehending fuch calculations. 
They poflefs the tables for feveral 
ages back, and for feveral ages to 
come; and they will tranfcribe from 
thofe tables, for their common ufe in 
religious affairs, or for the ufe of the 
curious; but though they furpafs Eu- 
ropeans in facility and corre¢ctnefs as 
arithmeticians, they are not now fuf- 
ficiently converfant in aftronomical 
calculations to give the fun’s place 
in the ecliptic for the fhorteft feries 
of terms, without reforting to their 
tables. Nor can they calculate an 
eclipfe with common accuracy. 

If then with the advantages of 
{feiences eftablifhed, and letters re- 
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maining, a learned nation loft its 
language, it is not difficult to believe 


that a part of a nation, fcattered into 


a remote region, might have loft 
both its language and fciences ; and 
we cannot confider it as any more 
extraordinary that the Abiponians, a 
South American tribe, fhould not be 
able to count farther than the number 
three, than that a learned nation 
fhould lofe even the language in 
which the recreations of the mof 
polifhed drama were exhibited, and 
the precepts of religion and law 
delivered. De 
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And when the deep green mantled earth 
Warm cherifh’d, ev'ry flow’ret’s birth, 
And joy and mufic pouring forth, 

In ev’ry grove, 
I faw thee eye the general mirth 

With boundlefs love. BURNS, 


T is an obfervation confirmed by 
experience, that the intelleual 
world is fo conftituted as to harmo- 
nize with the natural; that the mild 
fun, and foft air of {pring create cor- 
refpondent feelings in the mind. It 
is not of confequence to afcertain, 
whether this foothing effe& is uni- 
verfal; or peculiar to thofe whom 
education hath moulded into penfive 
forms. For it is in vain to determine 
that our fentiments and aétions are 
altogether local, unlefs we have mag- 
nanimity to explore those scenes alone 
which are memorable for wifdom and 
facred to virtue. 

Invited by the foftened afpe& of 
nature, I explored thofe haunts which 
marked the filent, yet fwift progrefs 
of time. The willow and garden 
trees had refumed their light green 
foliage ; the * embryo blofiom” re- 
vived; and a faint glow of vernal 
beauty was diffufed over creation. 
Muling on the varied piCture of hu- 
man life, I infenfibly wandered to 
thofe paths where I had formerly 
faluted an amiable and refpeétable 
character, whofe abfence caft a fhade 
on thofe- inanimate objects which 
derive 
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derive their confequence 
dents they record. 

Eugen.o was the friend and patron 
of the poor. “ He dealt out his bread 
to the hunyry, and brought thofe who 
were caft out to his houfe;” confe- 
quently, has entered into that glory 
“ whofe brightnefs is without cloud.” 
An ancient domeftic, whom Eugenio 
had relieved from the evils of poverty, 
was purfuing her ftated avocations. 
When I appeared fhe laid down her 
plants, to point out the changes of 
time. She was fenfible that the 
mafter’s hand was required, and ima- 
gined that nature bloomed lefs luxu- 
riantly than in former years. Her 
gratitude. warmed in remembrance of 
Heaven’s protecting care; and her 
fimple effufions of cheerful refigna- 
tion, gave additional force to my 
feelings. 

In comparing the paft, with the 
fcene and objects before me, I con- 
clude, that revolutionary principles 
may be traced from things of magni- 
tude to the minutias of life; that our 
thoughts, our manners, and our pur- 
fuits are altogether tranfpofed. 

An expreffion of reftlefs anxiety 
was ftamped on the countenance of a 
female child, who had arrived at an 
age to feel and detail her forrows. 
Her home was remote from the fpot 
I had relinquifhed; but it ferved to 
re-imprefs an inftructive memento— 
“ That whatfoever things are juft; 
whatfoever is of good report—if there 
be any virtue—if there be any praife, 
(we should) think of thefe things.” 

s My Father,” faid this friendlefs 
girl, “ is very ill—nearly dead; and 
we know not what to give him: nor 
have we any thing to give.” “ Have 
you no affiftance,” faid I, “ no 
friends, no phyfician?” She replied, 
that her mother was not adie to fend 
fur a doétor; that when Mr. 
was alive, he charitably recommend- 
ed them to the Difpenfary; but now 
they had no body to relieve them. 

It is true, the gentleman whom fhe 
alluded to is dead. He was an honour- 
able member of religious and civil 
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fociety ; and has left, like Eugenio, 
an unblemifhed name. But their 
fons—their fucceffors—“ where are 
they ?” . 

A fair inheritance defcended to 
the families of thofe eftimable men. 
I interrogated the child, whether fhe 
could not apply to the fon of her old 
friend? Her anfwer fully expreffed 
the changes of time. 

The immediate fucceffor to the for- 
tune of is differently modified 
from his anceftor. His ftrong intellec- 
tual powers are thence derived: but, 
his tafte varies from ancient fimpli- 
city; and his liberality flows—though 
in a different channel. Expence and 
art have vied in decorating that man- 
fion, to which its original poffeffor 
gave intrinfic value. Paintings, mu- 
fic, literature, dramatic entertain- 
ment, and cards are Edwin’s moft 
favourite gratifications; yet fo vari- 
ous are his mental refources, his con- 
verfation and fentiments fo corret— 
fociety has juft caufe to regret that 
“the gold is changed, and the fine 
gold become dim.” F. 

Philadelphia, April 20th. 


a 
For the Weekly Magazine. 


A SERIES OF ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
[Continued from page 366.} 


LETTER II. 
TO HENRY D-. 
Burlington, May* 7, 1794. 

T would feem harfh to cenfure 
you, my dear Henry, for the in- 
dulgence of a fentiment which you 
already perceive to be culpable. You 
are always the firft to difcover and 
condemn your own errors. Yet 
allow me to fay your exceffive forrow 
was a weakneis unworthy of my 
brother. You and I have been edu- 
cated together. Our union is as per- 
fe& as that of brother and fifter can 
be. We have received fome leffons 
in the f{chool of adverfity ; let us fhew 
* The firft of thefe letters, by miftake, 
was dated March inftead of May, and the 

word Philadelphia omitted. 
the 
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the’ world that we have derived ad- 
vantage from them. I thought I had 
better underftood you. I believed you 
would have borne our feparation with 
more fortitude. 1, indeed, might 
have been. excufed, if 1. had given 
vent to my feelings in tears and com- 
plaints. My fex, and the folitude 
to which your abfence condemns me, 
would plead my apology to others, 
but would not enfure my own for- 
givenefs. I perceive the thing to be 
inevitable ; that neither fighs nor 
tears will leflen or remove the necef- 
fity of this feparation. To indulge 
the emotions which I fometimes feel 
rifing. in my bofom when I think of 

ou, would be a crime againft myfelf ; 

will therefore rife fuperior to them. 

I know not what intperceptible 
difference of circumftances has pro- 
duced a difparity in our difpofitions, 
but it certainly aon exift. You are 
prone to contemplate the gloomy and 
I the bright afpect of every obje&. 
Your letter did not ferve to deepen but 
create a-gloom of which I was before 
unconfcious. 

My fituation may, indeed, be term- 
ed folitary. Society implies com- 
munion of fentiment and fympathy 
of views and characters. Of this 
kind of intercourfe you know I 
am deftitute. You do not fuppofe 
that I find in Mrs. Hadwin, or her 
guilelefs daughter a companion, to 
compenfate me for the lofs of your 
fociety. Yet they are very good 
people, and not without’ fagacity, 
which is rendered more acute by their 
defire to oblige. Apparently their 
firft’ wifh is to’ render my home 
agreeable to me. The ardour with 
which they detire this; gives penetra- 
tion to diftover the means. They. 
perceive that my feparation from 
you has coft me fome efforts and are 
anxious to divert me. when thought 
grows too intenfe;, but are careful 
not to intrude upon me undefired. 
This difpofition renders them very 
eligible companions, and I return 
their civilities with as much frank- 
nefs and good humour as I am miftrefs 
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of. Thus to accommodate myfelf to 
my circumftances does not occafion 
me any important facrifice of time, 
or interfere with my particular pur- 
{uits, as they never obtrude their con. 
verfation on me. 

You know I am fond of rambling. 
I adhere to my morning and evening 
excurfions, in which Mifs Hadwin 
generally accompanies me. The 
effect of thefe exercifes is eminently 
falutary. What golden vifions irra. 
diate my foulin thefe hours of recre. 
ation ! Every ftep I take on the green 
level’ which furrounds this delightful 
village ; every flower I pluck ; every 
fongfter I liften to, all: whifper to’ my 
foul of virtue, of happinefs, and of 
gay futurity. 

Yet, I confefs to you,. that, even 
on thefe occafions, I am fometimes 
confcious of a fentiment which I 
almoft blufh to acknow + When 
I compare the uncultivated mind and 
flender acquifitions of Mifs Hadwin. 
with the condition in which I find 
my own underftanding, I feel a fenfe 
of fuperiority, a kind of fuperciliouf- 
nefs excited, which my reafon u 
condemns. My pride is lefs vincible 
than yours, as it is founded in differs 
ent principles. If it arofe from ideas 
of rank, or if my contempt were ex~ 
cited by particular occupations, I 
could eafily furnifh myfelf with argu. 
ments fufhciently cogent to extermi« 
nate it. 

When I take a view of the various 
profeflions which are found: in the 
prefent ftate of fociety, my criterion 
of dignity is ufefulnefs. A taylor, 
in this point of view, is avery refpec- 
table perfonage, provided he fill his 
ftation with integrity. Knowledge is 
as neceffary to the mind as appare! to 
the body. Better that it fhould be 
communicated in the prefent imper« 
fe&t manner than be totally: withheld. 
I do not approve of the-prefent {chool 
eftablifhments, yet I think a learned 
and confcientious ufher may, at leaft; 
rank as high on the fcale of utility 
as he whole bufinefs it is, inftead of 
enlightening, to perplex and bewilder 
the 
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the human underftanding---as he who 
makes a trade of weaving together 
fubtleties and fophifms calculated to 
miflead that confcioufnefs of juftice 
implanted in the mind of every ra- 
tional being.—A pride arifing from the 
fource you mention I fhould find no 
difficulty in furmounting. My error 
is of 2 different nature. It arifes 
from intelleétual fuperiority. Utility 
is the true criterion. Surely on the 
{core of ufefulnefs there can be no 
comparifon between the illiterate 
Eliza Hadwin and myfelf. Her mind 
is entirely occupied by trivial or dew 
bafing cares; by the occurrences of 
the pafling moment ; and her fterile 
imagination is incapable of one grand 
or beautiful creation : While my un- 
derftanding takes an extenfive range ; 
my foul glows with the ardours of 
benevolence ; and my fancy is ever 
teeming with ennobling and delightful 
imagese The eftimate I make is juft, 
but.the contempt | feel is certainly 
wrong. I perceive it is a puerile error 
to exult in a fuperiority, which, but 
for circumftances apparently fortui- 
tous, had, perhaps, been herse Teach 
me, Dear Henry, to make the proper 
diftin@tion. 5 
I fhall write punétually by Moftyn : 
Mutual benefit may refult from this 
kind of intercourfe, provided we be 
always candid and fincere. Adieu. 
MARY e_-__ 
_ 


LETTER Ill. 
TO MARY Db. 
Philada. May 10, 1794. 

O! you are a judicious comforter ! 

I had much ado to reconcile my- 
felf to my profeffion. I never thought 
it eligible in itfelf; it was the beft 
however, that in my prefent circum- 
ftances, I could choofe ; but now my 
fifter is good enough to inform me 


that my contempt is entirely mif-: 


placed ; that inftead of beftowing it 

on taylors and ufhers, I ought to 

confine it to myfelf and my own trade. 

Lawyers, according to you, are 
Vor. I, Now 13. 
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merely the coiners of iniquitous fub- 
tleties and plotters again{t the ma 

jefty of truth. To puzzle the faga- 
city, and contaminate the reCtitude 
of mankind is, it feems, the {cope of 
all their labours. 

Did you forget that this was my 
trade, and that, though, as -yet, 
merely on the threfhold of it, I have 
difabled myfelf from recalling my 
footfteps? I always placed, as was 
juft, confiderable reliance on your 
judgment. In no action of my life, 
much lefs in a deed of fo much mo- 
ment as the choice of a profeffion, 
have I held myfelf at liberty to aé& 
independently of your advice. It 
was the road to honour, you faid. 
Men annex different degrees of 
refpe&t to different occupations. The 
higheft degree has been annexed to 
the law. The qualifications and ex- 
ercifes which it requires from its 
pupils are wholly intelle€tual. It is 
a fcience, and the inveftigation of 
truth is always delightful to ingenu- 
ous minds. It was the regulator of 
the claims and condu& of men in 
fociety. It was the inftrument 
of wealth, and wealth was not to 
be defpifed by us whether we be 
ftudious of our own happinefs or 
that of others. Itis the fhorteft and 
fafeft road to the poffeffion of power, 
and power mutt be defirable by bad 
men for its own fake, and by good 
men for the fake of the beneficial 
employment of it. Nothing more 
common than the tranfition from the 
province of interpreting to that of 
enacting laws. This then was the 
fuitable road whether reputation, 
riches, or power were the object of 
our fearch. 

You were pleafed to compliment 
me on my talents. You have, a 
thoufand times, profeffed to admire 
my rhetoric. You gave me credit 
for a tunable voice, a fertile fancy, 
dexterity in argument, and prompti+ 
tude in fpeech. Thefe were qualities 
eminently fubfervient to the lawyer’s 

urpofes. Summing up all thefe 
advantages I thought it prudent to 
3E become 
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become one. But now my fifter 
infinuates that the path I have chofen 
is contemptible, that my bufinefs is 
merely to weave quibblés into a net 
by which I may entangle juftice. 
Perhaps I have miftaken your mean- 
ing. Pr’ythee explain thyfelf. It 
is common to rail againft lawyers, 
and I liften to ordinary raillers with 
contempt or indifference ; but my 
fifter is another fort of being. Her” 
affertions are not rafh. She feeks 
not the repute of a cenfurer. She 
takes no limited or momentary view 
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immure felf, till noon, amon 
folios fie dre Rey and tables dle 
befprent. So likewife is employed 
the afternoon till dufk. As yet I 
have no fociety. My evenings I 
muft {pend in mufing at my chamber 
window, or in lonely rambles. This 
life is uniform, and, I was going to 
add, infipid. There is time enough 
for meditation, which, however, I, 
for the moft part, mifapply. Nothing 
confoles me but the profpeét of the 
week, which, if nothing interfere, I 
mean to fpend with you at the end 


of the objects that prefent themfelves. ‘6f this month. 


Her knowledge is of that rare kind 
which includes the character and 
conftitution of the ftudious perfon 
himfelf, among the objects of fucceff- 
ful fcrutiny. No wonder that, from 
her lips, cenfures are heard with 
anxiety and reverence. You mutt 


make hafte to fet me right on this 
head, and fortify or remove the 
neafinefs which thefe intimations 
re excited. 
How momentous a thing is the 


choice of a trade! How much does 
it behove us to deliberate with accu- 
yacy and decide with caution! I 
thought I had fulfilled my duty in 
this refpe&t. It will be in a great 
meafure in your power to fubvert or 
corroborate this belief. 

I cannot as yet appeal to my own 
experience. A fortnight’s reading 
can give me no information as to the 
merits or demerits of the trade. It 
fhews me, in a flight degree, of what 
materials the science is compofed. 
They are fufficiently refractory and 
tugged. Wrapt up in barbarous 
jatgon, a fpurious and motley com- 
pound of obfolete French and Latin- 
ized Englifh. My poor head has been 
honoured by you, with the epithet of 
metaphyfical; but as fkilful a difflefter 
as I am of complex ideas, and as 
nice a weigher of abftrufe diftinc- 
tions, I fear I fhall never untie legal 
knots or difenvolve from this maze my 
already bewildered underftanding. 

I rife at the dawn ; walk an hour 


in the fields ; and after breakfaft, 


My room for obfervatfon and 
adventure is extremely limited. I 
may mark the afpeéts and guizes of 
the people I meet with in my daily 
rambles : 1 may notice buildings and 
their tenants as I pafs. My fcrutiny 
is neceffarily fuperficial with regard 
to thefe. At Beckwith’s I am intro- 
duced, in fome degree, behind the 
fcenes. This man and his family I 
have opportunities of ftudying very 
clofely. The fcene is new to me. 
My father’s houfe was, you know, 
governed on peculiar principles. How 
little would a curious ftranger have 
been enabled to judge of the domet- 
tic maxims eftablifhed in this city, by 
what he fhould gather from refidence 
in our family. 

I have often been prompted to 
make this remark, but it never occur- 
red fo forcibly as fince I have become 
a fort of inmate in Beckwith’s houfe. 
How powerfully are the noife, ex- 
penfivenefs, and ; diforder of this 
manfion contrafted with the peace, 
order, and frugality which my father 
delighted to maintain around him! 
A family is a far more ample and 
lefs ignoble fphere for the exercife 
of capacity and virtue than is com- 
monly imagined. Kingdoms and 
families are generally governed 


‘according to eftablifhed methods : 


Rulers of both kinds are merely 
anxious to adhere to the foot-fteps 
of their predeceffors, and are quite 
unconfcious that any benefit would 
flow from deviation. There is an 

inveterate 
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imveterate perfuafion that the ancient 
fyftem is the beft, and that change 
will only tend to injury. 

Our father’s notions were, I fuf- 
pect, only partly right. He thought 
reformation in the government of 
nations was the wildeft of all chime- 
ras. It was the fole and genuine 
province of wifdom to devife improve- 
ments in the management of a family. 
This -was the only field in which 
wifdom could efficacioufly exert her- 
feif, and this field was open to every 
one. His politics may be liable to 
cenfure, but how perfect was his 
{chemé of economics ! 

May thou and I, my fifter, live to 
enjoy families of our own, and to. 
govern them by the fame maxims. 
Adieu. He D———s 

[To be continued. } 


——— 
To the Editor of the Weekly Magazine. 
WHAT IS SUNDAY? 


N reading the remarks on Satur- 

day in your eleventh number, 

this query naturally occurred, and 

produced the following remarks and 

obfervations, which are much at the 
fervice of your readers. 

Sunday is the day on which people 
in general lie late in bed. Barbers, 
bakers, and doGtors are feen bufy in 
the ftreets as ufual. Merchants tranf- 
fer the counting-houfe to the parlour, 
it is fo convenient a time and place to 
fettle intricate accounts and write 
letters. Young bucks take a ride into 
the country; apprentices take a ftroll. 
It is the day for dinners, for vifits, 
and for walking, with all who pre- 
tend to any thing like gentility ; and 
alfo amongft what is called the lower 
clafs, with this difference, however, 
that inftead of dinners, they have 
drinking bouts. The ftreets, the ftate- 
houfe yard, the commons, and the 
wharves, are crowded on this day. 
Gray’s and Harrowgate are generally 
overflowing. The roads leading to 
thefe places and Germantown appear 
as if the country was invaded. It is 
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the day for mobs and accidents : on it 
the conftables find full employ. 

We had many years ago a chief ma- 
giftrate who ufed to invite one of the 
conftables to dine with him, in rota- 
tion, on every Sunday. 

Boys and children ftroll into the 
country on this day to rob orchards, 
and do other mifchief, and return 
home tired with their walk. The 
trader, who has carefully attended 
to bufinefs all the week, pafles this 
unproductive day at his country feat, 
or with a friend. What could he do 
in town? 

If an invalid wants a carriage on 
this day, he muft wait. They are all 
engaged by the fons of pleafure and 
relaxation from bufinefs. 

I have heard of a very well-mean- 
ing woman, in eafy circumftances, 
who was caught at work, by an ac- 
quaintance on a Sunday. Her reply 
was, * Don’t fcold me, for indeed I 
did not know what to do.” 

The author of the Year Two Thou- 
fand Five Hundred tells us, in his 
Tableau de Paris, of a fhoemaker, 
who, on feeing a man drunk in the 
ftreet, ftopped ; and, after regarding 
him with fixed attention for fome 
time, lifted up his hands and exclaim- 
ed with a figh, “ Well, this is what 
I must come to on Sunday.” 

On Sunday, our hatter, our taylor, 
and our fhoemaker, furnifh us with 
new apparel. Our cook is expected to 
give us a better dinner than common. 
We read fome work that we had no 
time to attend to in the week; and 
with many, it is the day to form their 
moft important plans and fchemes. 

Such is Sunday. What ougdt it to 
be? This is a queftion that fcarcely 
requires an anfwer; but perhaps I 
may give one. AN OBSERVER. 


EE 
For the Weekly Magazine. 


ANECDOTES OF TEDYUSCUNG. 
EDYUSCUNG was a noted 
chief among the Delaware tribe 


of Indians. He lived about thirty- 
feven 
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feven years ago, was a man of great 
fagacity, and well known to many 
of the prefent inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia. 
He once obferved to his friend, that 
in his conferences with the then go- 
vernor his words only came from the 
outfide of his teeth; and added “ J 
will talk fo too.” 
One evening he was fober and fit- 
ting by the fire-fide of his friend. 
Both of them were filently looking at 
the fire, indulging their own reflec- 
tions and defiring each other’s im- 
provement. At length the filence 
was inte by the friend who 
faid, “ I will tell thee what I have 
been thinking of-—I have been think- 
ing of a rule delivered by the Au- 
thor of the Chriftian Religion, which 
from its excellence, we call the gol- 
den rule"—“ Stop’” faid Tedyuf- 
cung, “don’t praife it to me, but 
rather tell me what it is, and let 
me think for myfelf. I do not with 
you to tell me of its excellence—tell 
me what it is.” “ It is for one man 
to do to another as he would the 
other fhould do to him.” “ That's 
impoffible—it cannot be done,” Te- 
dyufcung immediately replied. Silence 
again enfued. Tedyufcung lighted his 
pipe, and walked about the room. In 
about a quarter of an hour he came 
up to his friend with a fimiling coun- 
tenance, and (taking the pipe from 
his mouth) faid, “ Brother, I have 
been thoughtfuJ of what you told me. 
If the Great Spirit that made man 
would give him a new heart he could 
do as you fay; but not elfe.” Thus the 
Indian found the only means by which 
the Gofpel declares man can fulfil his 
focial duties. After he had fettled 
this difficult point, Tedyufeung faid, 
*¢ Now brother, it is no harm to tell 
you what I was thinking of before 
you fpoke-—I think it is what you 
white men calf a fin. I thought that 
the Great Spirit who made the land 
never intended one man fhould have 
fo much of it as never to fee it all, 
and another not to have fo much as 
.to plant corn on for his children. I 
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think the Great Spirit never meant it 
fhould be fo.” Silence again enfued, 
till at length the one retired to bed, 
and the other f{pread his watch-coat 
and flept before the fire. 
At another time Tedyufcung was 
a little cockoofey*. His friend faid 
to him, “ There is one thing very 
; and which I cannot account 
for. It is, why the Indians get drunk 
fo much more than the white people ?”” 
.“ Do you think ftrange of that?” 
faid the old chief, “ Why it is not 
ftrange at all. The Indians think it 
no harm to get drunk whenever they 
can; but you white men fay it isa 
fin, and get drunk notwithftanding !” 


— wo—=—E 
Tothe Editor of the Weekly Magazine. 


Awa in your laft number 
has pronounced a very fevere 
invective againft theatres. His cen- 
fures appear to me chimerical and 
groundlefs, and I am far from adopt- 
ing his opinion, that the time and 
money which are {pent in this way 
might be better employed. He has 
indeed admitted diftinctions incon- 
fiftent with his own conclufions. 
Nothing can be plainer than that 
the fame performance may produce 
oppofite effects on different readers 
and fpectators. It-is true, that an 
enlightened underftanding will de- 
rive inftruction from the worst book, 
but your correfpondent forgets to add 
what is no lefs true, that a depraved 
mind will derive acceflions of depra- 
vity from the dest. The fame decree 
which fhuts up theatres would devote 
all our libraries to the flames. If 
that which is capable of an injurious 
application ought to be deftroyed, 
every avenue to knowledge muft be 
clofed, and mankind reduced to their 
primitive brutality and nakednefs. 
Plays are pictures of the world, 
and the world abounds with error and 
vice. What more can be faid onthe 
fubje&? It feems idle to talk about 
the injuries which arife from coptem- 


* An Indian term for intoxication. 
plating 
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plating the world. What alternative 
have we? Becaufe every of the 
world is tainted with follies and 
crimes, fhall we hide ourfelves with 
hermits in a wildernefs, and eftrange 
ourfelves from human intercourfe? 

Hiftory is a tiffue of crimes and 
calamities. Its authors are at leaft 
of as dubious integrity and as liable 
to miftaken views as the dramatic 
writers. This will hardly be alleged 
as a reafon why the volumes of hif- 
tory fhould be heaped upon a funeral 

Tee 
PT he ideas which any object fug- 
gefts to the mind of an obferver, 
depend upon the previous ftate of 
the mind. The impreflion produced 
is not abfolutely alike in any two ob- 
fervers. Each one draws from it in- 
ferences, and places it in a point of 
view peculiar to himfelf. Hence the 
fame {pectacle will, in one man, ope- 
rate to enlarge his knowledge and 
refine his motives: while in another, 
it will heighten the diftempers of his 
fancy, and add new bulwarks to pre- 

Ces 

I vifit the theatre. The audience 
is a numerous and motley one. The 
fubje& of the fcene is the fate of 
fome paragon of conjugal fidelity and 
chaftity. The performer is a woman 
notorioufly deficient in this refpec. 
She is likewife known to be of very 
limited capacity and very flender 
knowledge refpecting every thing out 
of her profeffion. Such is the tragedy. 
The fecond courfe confifts of a farce, 
which is made up of tricks played 
upon a foolifh old father by a wanton 
madcap of a girl. 

In the boxes } fee a young man 
feated befide a woman of the loweft 
and moft profligate clafs, and lavifh- 
ing the money which he has purloined 
from the hoard of his frugal father, 
in the purchafe of cakes, oranges, 
and punch. In the pit I fee a 
journeyman butcher, a bottle in his 
right hand and a glafs in his left, 
coming oaths and cracking obfcene 
jefts, and feldom glancing his eye 
upon the ftage, where as vet there is 
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nothing which he can underftand. 
He gazes on the multitude around 
him, with a countenance denoting 
triumph and glee. Noife, glare, 
the boon companion, and the liberty 
which are now offered him, conftitute 
his element. Mark what joy is 
lighted up in his face when old com. 
panions enter. * Why Bill ; Why 
Tom, my boys, d— you where’ve 
you bin this d— while ? Come take 
this here place by me, and take a 
glafs of this here ftuff.” 


In the gallery I fee an half intoxi- - 


cated failor. His brow lowering, 
eyes rolling and blood-fhot, winking, 
nodding, toppling, a club occafionally 
rattling on the floor, and a voice oc- 
cafionally burfting out into a “ D— 
my blood, mu-u-fic!” or a ditty of 
“ Poor Jack, he’s under hatches.” 
In another quarter I fee fome fair 
faces and not impudent, bedecked 
from head to heel in a manner which, 
in addition to their roving glances 
and affeéted airs, fufficiently fhews 
that they came hither not to fee, but 
to be feen. They are accompanied 
by fpruce youths, who deal ont fmiles 
and oranges, compliments and cakes, 
with a Jiberal hand, youths whofe 
ideas are limited to a tavern fupper, 
a ferenade, a tea party, crifped locks, 
a new fuit of black, and a curricle. 
It muft not be fuppofed that all 
the modeft and the wife are excluded 
from this aflembly. The play-houfe 
is the world’s epitome, and the wife 
and modeft among theatrical fpecta- 
tors muft therefore be few in compari- 
fon with the whole number, as they 
are few in comparifon with the whole 
community. In this colle€tion are to 
be found beings who draw from the 
fcene before them, new motives to 
temperance and new ingredients of 
wifdom. To fuch this fcene is inefti- 
mable. A greater number and variety 
of chara@ters are affembled, and they 
fhew themfelves with lefs reftraint 
and in more unguarded poftures than 
on any other occafion whatever. 
Every countenance and gefture is 2 
theme of moral contemplation. As 
the 
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the character is more fully difplayed, 
the obferver may carry on his {cru- 
tiny with fewer reftraints. He is 
hemmed in by no forms ; his atten- 
tion is undiverted by the neceflity of 
exchanging civilities or fuftaining 
converfation, from the bufinefs of 
watching his neighbour. 

No fmall gratification is afforded 
by the fkilful imitation of the actors. 
Abftra&ted from the moral tendencies 
or properties of the fcene, there is 
nothing ignoble or pernicious in the 
delight which poetry and eloquence 
are adapted to communicate. What- 
ever difapprobation we may feel for 
the fanguinary tyrant, or the drunken 
foldier, we may laudably indulge our 
admiration at the creations of the 
poet, and the perfonifications of the 
actor. Mufic too, is a theatrical ap- 
pendage which it is no argument of 
wifdom to defpife. 

The fcene, confidered apart from 
the invention and ator, cannot have 
an hurtful tendency. ‘To exterminate 
vice and error is the good man’s bufi- 
nefs. For this end he muft view the 
world as it iss He mnuft infpect it 
clofely and impartially. To pluck up 
weeds it is requifite to know where 
they are to be found, and in what 
confifts their hurtfulnefs or inutility. 
Now, perhaps, no imagination can 
conceive an avenue to the knowledge 
of the actual ftate of mankind, which 
combines fo many advantages as this. 
In no conceivable way can a dollar 
and two hours be employed with the 
fame fuccefs. Books and fecond hand 
information are tedious, cumbrous, 
and delufive mediums; but here we 
may examine for ourfelves; we may 
come in contact with vice, as it 
were, without danger of infection; 
and the impreflions that are made 
are eminently forcible and vivid. It 
is evident, therefore, that theatri- 
cal eftablifhments are ufeful to the 
wife. . 

It may found like a paradox to fay 
that they will be productive of any 
benefit to thofe who frequent them 
with minds previoufly unfound and 


vitiated. Colle& an audience of fops 
and coquets, profligates and profti. 
tutes, and Jet one of the number read 
a lecture to the reft on the benefits of 
chaftity and temperance. There would 
be fomething ftrangely ridiculous in 
fuch an exhibition. To fuppofe that 
any reformation would be wrought in 
the afflembly would imply egregious 
ignorance of human nature. 

A faithful and heroic wife is intro- 

«duced talking in blank verfe to a 
company of butchers, failors, gallants, 
and coquets. The performer is her- 
felf, we will fuppofe, a wife, but the 
reverfe of heroic and faithful. What 
idea more prepofterous than that the 
audience and a¢tors will retire better 
than they came. The firft had no pur- 
pofe in. coming but to fhew themfelves 
in their beft attire, or to diffipate 
thought in the glare of lights and the 
noife of a crowd. Thiey > not come 
to liften to the play, but to liften to 
each other. If their attention chance 
to be fixed upon the ftage, they think 
of nothing but the skill of the imita- 
tion. As to the performers, gain is 
their motive, or, at moft, reputation 
for fkill. Their minds are full of no- 
thing but the amount of nightly re- 
ceipts, and the reputation which them- 
felves fhall acquire. 

But ftill, even with regard to that 
part of the audience who are aétu- 
ated by improper motives, fomething 
may be faid in favour of thefe fpec- 
tacles. Good and evil are comparative. 
An event may in itfelf confidered be 
evil, but if it exclude an event that 
is more evil, it is fo far good. To am- 
putate a gangrenous limb is evil by 
virtue of the pain attendant on it, 
but it is good by virtue of its efficacy 
in preventing a fuperior evil. 

If a theatre do not benefit the idle 
and vicious, it may at leaft be faid, 
that it does not injure them. It leaves 
them where it found them. With 
regard to them, therefore, it is neu- 
tral; but not fo with regard to the 

wife. There the benefit is genuine and 

indifputable; and fince there is no 
evil to put in the balance againft fe 


? 


7h 


he 
ter. 
ur- 
ves 
ite 
he 
ne 
to 
ice 
nk 
as 
is 
on 
1O- 
re- 


The Schemer.—No. VIII. 397 


the good muft be allowed to predomi- 
nate; and the unavoidable conclufion 
is, that theatres, on the whole, are 
beneficial. 

But this, though fufficient for the 
vindication of thefe fpectacles, is not 
the utmoft that can be faid. Of all 
the fcenes to which the vicious and 
idle refort, this, by being efficacious 
to no bad end, is better than any 
other; for there is probably no other 
which is not fertile of dire& and 
pofitive evil. Theatres are beneficial 
even to the vicious, in proportion, not 
to the good which is directly produ- 
ced, (for that is admitted to be no- 
thing) but in proportion to the evil 
which they contribute indireétly to 
exclude. 

It muft likewife be remembered, 
that in a comprehenfive view it be- 
comes us to take into our fcale the 
happinefs of the vicious themfelves. 
We may extenuate their pleafures; 
we may deem them trivial and tran- 
fient, and defcribe them as unavoid- 
ably terminating in difguft or remorfe, 
but it cannot be denied that igno- 
rance and vice have pleafures of fome 
kind and fome duration. Care feems 
to be more perfectly fufpeuded in a 
theatre, and exultation more un- 
bounded than elfewhere. Farcical 
reprefentations, and comic buffoone- 
ries, bad as they are, are {till addrefles 
to the underftanding. We have 
already difmiffed the queftion of their 
efficacy as inftruments of morals. 
We now confider them merely as 
inftruments of pleafure, but of all 
pleafures, confiftent with the ftate of 
grofinefs and ignorance, thefe are the 
pureli and moft laudable. 

ANTIPHILUS. 
EE 
For the Weekly Magazine. 

THE SCHEMER.—No. VIII. 
"THE following letter is direfted 

toa partial objec, that of the 
expediency of the abolition of flavery. 
My own views are direéted to 
fchemes for doing good in a general 
Way; without attacking the practices 


of any particular fet of people, either’ 
as they may regard religion or poli- 
tics. But as the writer appears to 
be a perion of candour and goodnefs 
of heart, I fhall lay his thoughts on 
the fubje& before my readers, with- 
out any alteration or further remark. 


MR. SCHEMER, 
AS you have frequently manifefted 


your benevolent intentions to ferve 
the public by publifhing your fchemes, 
I cannot longer refift the impulfe or 
propenfity to folicit a fcheme from 
you “Qn the beft mode of getting 
clear of negro flaves.” Now Sir, 
I am but a young fchemer, and have 
heard fo ma: arguments about 
flavery and the effects of liberty fud 
denly acquired, that my mind is left 
in a ftate of paralyfis, and I am una- 
ble to decide with precifion or fatis- 
faction to myfelf, as to the propriety 
of holding ilaves, or Jiberating them. 
Emancipation is making a rapid pro- 
grefs. It began perhaps in Pennfyl- 
vania or New-Jerfey, and appears to 
be fpreading and extending itfelf in 
all dire€tions. I cannot refrain from 
expreffing my approbation of feeing 
flavery abolifhed, for I folemnly de- 
clare myfelf averfe to it, in every 
fenfe of the word ; but ftill a {cheme 
on the fubje&t may be ufeful ; order 
and aithed in every thing ought to 
be attended to, and a due regard 
had to the probable refult of all our 
purfuits, efpecially thofe of an impor- 
tant nature. For my part, Mr. 
Schemer, I wifh thefe confiderations 
had more deeply engaged the minds 
of thofe who firft obtained money by 
fubje€ting an Ethiopian and his pof- 
terity to perpetual flavery. I cannot 
reconcile the belief, that one man 
was ever made to live in fubjeCtion 
to another. But our anceftors have 
unfortunately inflitted the difeafe 
upon us, their pofterity; and it is 
time for us to be about schemes to 
palliate or cure it. 

The laft time I travelled through 
the Southern States, I heard a dia- 
logue between a matter of forty flaves 
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and a negro, by the name of Mungo*, 
which may poflibly ferve you by fur- 
nifhing hints for fchemes; I will 
therefore give it you as nearly ver- 
batim as I can. i 
Siave. Maffa, me want talk to you 
bout liberty. 
Master. Well Mungo, what is it? 
Slave. We be all your flaves; we 
work for you get money great while ; 
you no work ahy; we want now go 
free. Maffa D-— fet all his niggers 
free; he fay he no want dem work 
for him any more ; we want go free 
too, you peafe maffa. We work as 
good for you as maffa D-—’s niggers 
id. We neber ftole any ting: we 
be all good niggers, and we be tire 
workin fo hard; and mefelf mafla— 
me begin grow old. 
Master. Well Mungo, what would 
u do if you were free; could you 
ive without work then? Free or not 
Mungo, you cannot work much longer ; 
what profpect then have you in yew 
by getting free? How will you get 
meat and clothes when you have no 
mafter to get them for you? You ne- 
ver flole any thing to my knowledge, 
nor had you ever porter By yet—but 
if you had no mafter you muft either 
work hard, or fteal, or fuffer. If you 
will refle& on it, you will find you 
are better off as you are, Mungo. 
Slave. We know you be a bery 
good maffa, but we can get our libing 
as well as poor white man; he pay 
rent, pay tax, by meat, by clofe, 
and be free too. 
Master. Aye, aye, Mungo; but 
fomething elfe is neceflary towards 
ing a living befides hard work; 
that alone will anfwer no purpofe. It 
requires oh gama management, judge- 
ment, economy; which you can 
have no idea of ; you are not capable 
of it; it is not in your nature. Toe 
mafter does all this for you, which is 
a more important tafk than hard la- 
bour. And if you were all free, and 


* Mungo was one of the forty, and 
was elected by the others as their repre- 


~fentative, to confult their mafter, as I 


afterwards learned. 
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had no white people among you, you 
would live as they do in Guinea; 
fight and kill one another; fell one 
another’s wives and children for 
money. We fhould {lill have to make 
laws for you, and keep you in fub. 
ordination as we now do. You ought 
rather to rejoice that you are flaves, 
and not free people. 

Slave. O no maffa! Filladelfa 
-do&ors: fay how niggers only differ 
from white fokes like de corn-field 
differs from de pafture. You be de 
field, and us be . pafture ; but next 
year it will be contrary. De doétors 
fay, how niggers wil] grow white 
after a while; dat “ black is only a 
diforder ;” but maffa me tink as how 
white fokes will be as likely to grow 
black, and den I fay, “ white is a 
diforder.” But maffa no matter which ; 
but if niggers was to go to {chool 
and fay book, like white fokes, da 
could manage ecolomy, work head- 
work, and get libing as well as 
white fokes. De dodtors fay, dere is 
no differents twixt us, but what 
comes from de fame caufe as de 
differents twixt our field and pafture. 
If weeds grow, dat makes nigger; 
and cultibation and aggericultur make 
white fokes. 

Master. Very well Mungo; very 
well. I have no objection to fet you 
all free; if I thought it beft 1 would 
do it immediately. But confider the 
arguments I have ftated againft it. 
But fuppofe you were all free now, 
would that fatisfy you? Would you 
ftop at freedom? If your minds are 
fuiceptible of cultivation and refine- 
ment, as you fay they are, freedom 
alone would not fatisfy you I am confi- 
dent. You would next claim equality 
in every refpe& ; you muft participate 
with us in all our afflemblies and 
ceremoniés; whether political, religi- 
ous, connubial, convivial, or focial. 
You do not know yourfelves where 
you would ftop, or what would be the 
confequence of giving you liberty. 
It is natural to fuppofe you muft have 
a hand in guiding the helm of our 
public affairs, or attempt conftrud&ing 
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for yourfelves. So many of you can- 
not live without a government, live 
where you will; and we have no 
place appropriated for your reception. 
You muft ftill live among us, and it 
is my candid opinion, Mungo, you are 
much better off as you are. 

Slave. Well maila, fpofe we do 
live among you, and help you make 
de laws? What den mafla? we fhall 
be obliged to bey dem as well as you. 
We be all one fiefh and blood, only 
you fay de fuft man was white, and 
me fay fuft man was black; dere is 
no harm in dat maffa. Make us free, 
and you make us happy: Niggers 
will no rife gainft white fokes den, 
as da do now in de Weftinges; and 
da do fo here, by and by maffa, 
widdout you mind. 

Master. Come, come Mungo; 
enough, enough. Be a good flave, 
and you will always have a good 
mafter ; and then be affured a lite of 
flavery will be lefs irkfome ; lefs 
laborious ; attended with lefs care ; 
and much lefs danger to our domeftic 
peace and happinefs than a life of 
freedom. 

Here the converfation ended. 
Mungo took his leave with afking 
pardon ; his mafter made no anfwer, 
but, after Mungo was gone to work, 
he retired and wept. 


PHILANTHROPOS. 
April 23, 1798. 





The Traveller: An Oriental Apologue. 


AS foon as I perceived the firft 
fparkling fires of day, I mount- 
ed my afs and took the path which 
leads to the high-road of Babylon; 
fcarcely was I there, when in raptures 
I exclaimed, 

Oh how mine eyes do wander with 
joy over yon green hills! with what 
delicious perfumes do thefe flowery 
meadows embalm the air! 

I am in a beautiful avenue; my afs 
and I may retire under the fhade of 
its trees when it fhall feem good 
unto Use 
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How ferene the heavens! how fine 
a day! how pure the air I breathe! 
well-mounted as I am, I fhall arrive 
before dufk. . 

Whilft I uttered thefe words, befot- 
ted with joy, I looked kindly down 
upon my afs, and gently ftroking him, 

From afar I faw a troop of men and 
women mounted upon beautiful cam- 
els, with a ferious and difdainful air, 

All clothed in long purple robes, 
with belts and golden fringes, inter- 
{perfed with precious ftones. 

Their camels foon came up with 
me; I was dazzled by their fplendour, 
and humbled by their grandeur. 

Alas! all my endeavours to ftretch 
myfelf ferved only to make me appear 
more ridiculoufly vain. 

Mine eyes did meafure them incef- 
fantly; fcarcely did my head reach 
their ancles: I was forely vexed from 
the bottom of my foul, neverthelefs 
did I not give over following them. 

Then did I with that my afs could 
raife himfelf as high as the higheft of 
camels, and fain would I have feen 
his long ears peep over their lofty 
heads. 

I continually incited him by my 
cries; I preffed him with my heels 
and my halter; and, though he quick- 
ened his pace, yet fix of his fteps 
fcarcely equalled one of the camels’. 

In fhort, we loft fight of them, and 
I all hopes of overtaking them. 
What difference, cried I, between 
their lot and mine? Why are they 
not in my place? or why am I not in 
theirs? 

Wretch that I am! I fadly journey 
on alone upon the vileft and floweft 
of animals; they, on the contrary— 
happy they—would biuth to have me 
in their train; fo defpicable am I in 
their eyes. 

Bufied in thefe reflections, and loft 
in thought, my afs, finding I no lon- 
ger preffed him, flackened his pace, 
and prefently {tapped to feed upon the 
thiftles. 

The grafs was goodly ; it feemed to 
invite him to reft; fo he laid him 
down: I fell; and, like unto him 
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who from a profound fleep awaketh 
in furprife, fo was I on a fudden 
awakened from my meditations. 

As foon as I got up, the voice 
of thoufands came buzzing in my 
ears; I looked around, and beheld a 
troop {till more numerous than the 
former. 

Thefe were mounted as poorly as 
myfelf; their linen tunics the fame 
as mine; their manners feemed fami- 
liar; I addreffed the neareft. 

Do your utmoft, fays I, you will 
never be able, mounted as you are, 
to overtake thofe who are a-head of 
you. 

Let us alone, fa 
madmen! they » 
for what? 
before 

We are all going to Babylon, an 
hour fooner or later, in linen tunics 
or purple robes, on an afs or a camel, 
what matters it when once one is 
arrived? nay upon the road, fo you 
know how to amule yourfelf? 

You, for example: what would 
have become of you had you been 
mounted on a camel? your fall, fays 
he, would have been fatal, I fighed, 
and had nothing to reply. 

Then, looking behind me, how 
great was my furprife to fee men, 
women, and children, following us 
on foot, fome finging, others fkipping 
on the tender grafs; their poor backs 
bowed under their burthens. 

Then, cried I, tranfported beyond 
myfelf, they go to Babylon as well as 
1: and is it they who rejoice? and is 
it I who am fad? when on a fudden 
my oppreffed heart became light; and 
I felt a gentle joy flow within my 
veins. 

Before we got in, we overtook the 
firft party; their camels had thrown 
them, their long purple robes, their 
belts, and gold. fringes interfperfed 
with diamonds, were all covered with 
mud, 

Then, ye powerful of the earth! 
even then it was I perceived the lit- 
tlenefs of human grandeur; but the 
jut eftimation I made of it did not 
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render me infenfible to the misfor- 
tunes of others. ’ 





The Fatal Effects of False Apologies 
and Pretences ; a Story. 


[Continued from page 377.] 
"FP BECapain difcharged the coach ; 

but being piqued at the behavi- 
our of his wife, and feeling that flow 
of fpirits which ufually returns with 
the morning even to thofe who have 
not flept in the night, he had no 
defire to go home, and therefore re- 
folved to enjoy the fine morning in 
the Park alone. 

Lady Forreft, not doubting but 
that the Captain would immediately 
return home, congratulated herfelf 
upon her deliverance ; but at the fame 
time, to indulge her defire of a walk, 
followed him into the Park. 

The captain had reached the top 
of the Mall; and, turning back, met 
her before fhe had advanced two 
hundred yards beyond the palace. 
The moment fhe perceived him, the 
remembrance of her mefflage, the 
motives that produced it, the detec- 
tion of its falfehood, and difcovery of 
its defign, her difappointment and 
confcioufnefs of that very fituation 
which fhe had fo much reafon to 
avoid, all concurred to cover her with 
confufion which it was impoilible to 
hide: pride and good breeding were, 
however, ftill predominant over truth 
and prudence; fhe was ftill zealous to 
remove from the captain’s mind any 
fufpicion of a defign to fhun him, and 
therefore with an effort perhaps equal 
to that of a hero who {miles upon the 
rack, fhe affected an air of gaicty, 
faid fhe was glad to. fee him, and as 
an excufe for her meflage and her 
condu&, prattled fomething about the 
ficklenefs of a woman’s mind, and 
concluded with obferving that fhe 
changed hers too often ever to be 
mad, By this conduc a retreat was 
rendered impoflible, and they walked 
together till between eight and nine: 
but the clouds having infenfibly gath- 
ered, and a fudden fhower falling juft 
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as they reached Spring Gardens, they 
went out inftead of going back; and 
the Captain having put the lady into 
a chair, took his leave. 

It happened that Sir James, con- 
trary to his firft purpofe, had returned 
from his journey at night. He learnt 
from the fervants, that his lady was 
gone to Captain Freeman’s, and was 
fecretly difpleafed that fhe had made 
this vifit when he was abfent; an 
incident which, however trifling in 
itfelf, was by the magic of jealoufy 
fwelled into importance: yet upon 
recollection he reproved himfelf for 
this difpleafure, fince the prefence of 
the Captain’s lady would fufficiently 
fecure the honour of hisown. While he 
was ftruggling with thefe fufpicions, 
they increafed both in number and 
ftrength in proportion as the night 
wore away. At one he went to bed; 
but he paffed the night in agonies 
of terror and refentment, doubting 
whether the abfence of his lady was 
the effeat of accident or defign, liften- 
ing to every noife, and bewildering 
himfelf in a multitude of extravagant 
fuppofitions. He rofe again at break 
of day; and after feveral hours of 
fufpenfe and irrefolution, whether to 
wait the iffue, or go out for intelli- 
gence, the reftleffnefs of curiofity 
prevailed, and about eight he fet out 
for Captain Freeman’s; but left word 
with his fervants that he was gone to 
a neighbouring coffee-houfe. 

Mrs. Freeman, whofe affected in- 
difference and diffimulation of a defign 
to go immediately to bed, contributed 
to prevent the Captain’s return, had 
during his abfence fuffered inexprefli- 
ble difquiet: fhe had, indeed, neither 
intention to go to bed, nor inclination 
to fleep; fhe walked backward and 
ra in her chamber, diftracted 
with jealoufy and fufpenfe, till fhe 
was informed that Sir James was 
below, and defired to fee her. When 
fhe came down, he difcovered that 
fhe had been in tears; his fear was 
now more alarmed than his jealoufy, 
and he concluded that fome fatal 
accident had befallen his wife; but 
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he foon learnt that fhe and the Cap- 
tain had gone from thence at five in 
the morning, and that he was not yet 
returned. Mrs. Freeman, by Sir 
James’s enquiry, knew that his lady 
had not been at home: her fufpicions, 
therefore, were confirmed ; and in her 
jealoufy, which to prevent a duel fhe 
laboured to conceal, Sir James found 
new caufe for his own. He deter- 
mined, however, to wait with as 
much decency as poffible, till the 
Captain came in; and perhaps two 
perfons were never more embarrafled 
by the prefence of each other. While 
breakfaft was getting ready, Dr. 
Tattle came to pay Mrs. Freeman a 
morning vifit; and, to the unfpeaka- 
ble grief both of the lady and her 
gueit, was immediately admitted. 
Dr. Tattle is one of thofe male gof- 
fips who, in the common opinion, are 
the moft diverting company in the 
world. The doctor faw that Mrs. 
Freeman was low fpirited, and made 
feveral efforts to divert her, but with- 
out fuccefs. At laft he declared, 
with an air of ironical importance, 
that he could tell her fuch news as 
would make her look grave for fome- 
thing: “ The Captain,” fays he, ** has 
juft huddled a lady into a chair at the 
door of a bagnio near Spring Gar- 
dens.” e foon perceived, that this 
fpeech was received with emotions 
very ditierent from thofe he intended 
to produce; and therefore added— 
that fhe need not, however, be jeal- 
ous; for notwithftanding the manner 
in which he had related the incident, 
the lady was certainly a woman of 
character, as he inftantly difcovered 
by her mien and appearance. This 
particular confirmed the fufpicion it 
was intended to remove; and the 
Doétor finding that he was not fo 
good company as ufual, took his 
leave; but was met at the door by the 
Captain, who brought him back. 
His prefence, however infignificant, 
impofed fome reftraint upon the ret 
of the company ;' and Sir James, with 
as good an appearance of jocularity as 
he could ‘ailume, afked the Captain 
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what he had done with his wife. The 
Captain with fome irrefolution repli- 
ed, that he had left her early in the 
morning at her father’s; and that 
having made a point of waiting on 
her home, fhe fent word down that 
her coufin Meadows was indifpofed, 
and had engaged her to breakfaft. 
The Captain, who knew nothing of 
the anecdote that had been communi- 
cated by the Doctor, judged by ap- 
pearances that it was prudent thus 
indire@ly to lie, by concealing the 
truth both from Sir James and his 
wife: he fuppofed, indeed, that Sir 
James would immediately enquire 
after his wife at her father’s, and 
learn that fhe did not ftay there to 
breakfaft; but as it would not follow 
that they had been together, he left 
her to account for her abfence as fhe 
chought fit, taking for granted that 
what he had concealed fhe alfo would 
conceal for the fame reafons; or if 
fhe did not, as he had affirmed no- 
thing contrary to truth, he might pre- 
tend to have concealed it in jeft. Sir 
James, as foon as he had received 
this intelligence, took his leave with 
fome appearance of fatisfaction, and 
was followed by the Dodtor. 

As foon as Mrs. Freeman and the 
Captain were alone, fhe queftioned 
him with great earneftnefs about the 
lady whom he had been feen to put 
into a chair. When he had heard 
that this incident had been related in 
the prefence of Sir James, he was 
greatly alarmed left Lady Forreft 
fhould increafe his fufpicions, by at- 
tempting to conceal that which, by 
a feries of enquiry to which he was 
now ftimulated, he would probably 
difcover: he condemned this conduct 
in himfelf; and as the moft effectual 
means at once to quiet the mind of 
his wife, and obtain her afliftance, he 
told her all that had happened, and 
his apprehenfion of the confequences: 
he alfo urged her to go dire&ly to 
Mifs Meadows, by whom his account 
would be confirmed, and of whom 
fhe might learn farther intelligence 
of Sir Janes; and to find fome way 
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to acquaint Lady Forreft with her 
danger, and admonifh her to conceal 
nothing. 

Mrs. Freeman was convinced or 
the Captain’s fincerity, not only by 
the advice which he urged her to give 
to Lady Forreft, but by the confif- 
tency of the ftory and the manner in 
which he was affefted. Her jealoufy 
was changed into pity for her friend, 
and apprehenfion for her hufband. 


She hafted to Mifs Meadows, and 


learnt that Sir James had enquired of 
the fervant for his lady, and was told 
that fhe had been there early with 
Captain Freeman, but went away 
foon after him: fhe related to Mifs 
Meadows all that had happened; and 
thinking it at leaft poffible that Sir 
James might not go dire&tly home, 
ihe wrote the following letter to his 
lady. 
My Dear Lady Forrest. 

I AM in the utmoft diftrefs for 
you. Sir James has fufpicions which 
truth only can remove, and of which 
my indifcretion is the caufe. If I 
had not concealed my defire of the 
Captain’s return, your defign to dif- 
engage yourlelf from him, which I 
learn from Mifs Meadows, would 
have been effected. Sir James break- 
fafted with me in the Haymarket; 
and has fince called at your father’s, 
from whence I write: he knows that 
your ftay here was fhort, and has 
reafon to believe the Captain put you 
into a chair fome hours afterwards at 
Spring Gardens. I hope therefore, 
my dear lady, that this will reach 
your hands time enough to prevent 
your concealing any thing. It would 
have been better if Sir James had 
known nothing, for then you woul? 
not have been fufpected; but now he 
muft know all, or you cannot be juf- 
tified. Forgive the freedom with 
which I write, and believe me moft 
affectionately yours, 


Maria FREEMAN. 
P. S. I have ordered the bearer to 


fay he came from Mrs. Fafhion, the 
milliner. 
This 
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This letter was given to a chair- 
man, and he was ordered to fay he 
brought it from the milliner’s; be- 
caufe if it fhould be known to come 
from Mrs. Freeman, and fhould fall 
by accident into Sir James’s hands, 
his curiofity might prompt him to read 
it, and his jealouly to queftion the 
lady without communicating the con- 
tents. 

[To de continued. } 


—= 


An Account of the Taking up of the 
Beggars at Munich. * 


[From Count Rumford’s Effays.] 
EW-YEAR’S-DAY having, 


from time immemorial, been 
confidered in Bavaria as a day pecu- 
liarly fet apart for giving alms ; and 
the beggars never failing to be all 
out upon that occafion; I chofe 
that moment as being the molt 
favourable for beginning my opera- 
tions. Early in the morning of the 
firft of January, 1790, the officers 
and non-commifflioned officers of the 
three regiments of infantry in gar- 
rifon, were ftationed in the different 
ftreets, where they were directed to 
wait for further orders. 

Having, in the mean time, affem- 
bled, at my lodgings, the field-officers, 
and all the chief magiftrates of the 
town, I made them acquainted with 
my intention to proceed that very 
morning to the execution of a plan I 
had formed for taking up the, beggars, 
and providing for the poor; and 
afked their immediate affiftance. 

To fhow the public that it was 
not my wilh to carry this meafure 
into execution by miktary force, 
alone, (which might have rendered 
the meafure odious) but that I was 
difpofed to fhow all becoming defer- 
ence to the civil authority, I begged 
the magiftrates to accompany me, 
and the field officers of the garrifon, 
in the execution of the firft and moft 

* Inour next number we fhall commence 
a Review, the firft fubjects of which 
will be the interefting Eflays from which 
we make the prefent Extraét. Edttor. 
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difficult part of the undertaking, that 
of arrefting the beggars. This they 
moft readily confented to, and we 
immediately fallied out into the 
ftreet, myfelf accompanied by the 
chief magiftrate of the town, and 
each of the field officers by an inferior 
magiltrate. 

We were hardly got into the ftreet 
when we were accofted by a beggar, 
who afked us for alms. I went up to 
him, and laying my hand gently upon 
his fhoulder, told him, that from 
thenceforward begging would not 
be permitted in Munich ;—that if 
he really ftood in need of afliftance, 
(which would immediately be inquired 
into) the neceffary affiftance fhould 
certainly be given him, but that beg- 
ging was forbidden ; and if he was 
detefied in it again, he would be 
feverely punifhed. I then delivered 
him over to an orderly ferjeant who 
was following me, with direétions to 
conduct him to the Town-hall, and 
deliver him into the hands of thofe 
he fhould find there to receive him ; 
and then turning to the officers and 
magiftrates who accompanied me, I 
begged they would take notice, that 
I had myfelf,. with my own bands, 
arrefted the firft beggar we had met ; 
and I requefted them not only to 
follow my example themfelves, by 
arrefting all the beggars they fhould 
meet with, but that they would alfo 
endeavour to perfuade others, and 
particularly the officers, non-commif- 
fioned officers, and foldiers of the 
garrifon, that it was by no means 
derogatory to their character as 
foldiers, or in anywife difgraceful to 
them, to affift in fo useful and lauda- 
ble an undertaking. Thefe gentle- 
men having cheerfully and unani- 
moufly promifed to do their utmoft 
to fecond me in this bufinefs, dif- 
perfed into different parts of the 
town, and. with the affiftance of the 
military, which they found every 
where waiting for orders, the town 
was fo thoroughly cleared of beggars 
in less than an hour, that not one 
was to be found in the f{treets. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who were arrefted were con- 
duéted to the Town-hall, where their 
names were infcribed in printed lifts 
provided for that purpofe, and they 
were then difmifled to their own 
lodgings, with directions to repair the 
next day to the newly erected “ Mili- 
tary Work-House” in the Au; where 
they would find comfortable warm 
rooms ; a good warm dinner every 
day ; and work for all thofe who were 
in a condition to labour. They were 
likewife told that a commiffion fhould 
immediately be appointed to inquire 
into their circumftances, and to grant 
them fuch regular weekly allowances 
of money, in alms, as they fhould 
ftand in need of ; which was accord- 
ingly done. 

Orders were then iffued to all the 
military guards in the different parts 
of the town, to fend out patroles 
frequently into the ftreets in their 
neighbourhood, to arreft al] the beg- 
gars they fhould meet with; and a 
reward was offered for each beggar 
they fhould arreft and deliver over to 
the civil magiftrate. The guard of 
the police was likewife directed to be 
vigilant; and the inhabitants at 
large, of all ranks and denominations, 
were earneftly called upon to affift in 
completing a work of fo much public 
utility, and which had been fo hap- 
pily begun. * In an addrefs to the 
public, which was printed and diftri- 

* Upon this occafion I muft not forget 
to mention a curious circumitance, 
which contributed very much towards 
clearing the town effectually of beggars. 
it being found that fome of the moft 
hardened of thefe vagabonds were at- 
tempting to return to their old practices, 
and that they found means to efcape the 
patroles, by keeping a fharp look out, 
and avoiding them ; to hold them more 
effeftually in check, the patroles fent out 
upon this fervice were ordered to go 
without arms. In confequence of this 
arrangement, the beggars being no longer 
able to diftinguifh who were in fearch 
of them, and who were not, fawa 
patrole in every foldier they met with 
in the ftreets, (and of thefe there were 
great numbers, Munich being a garrifon 


_town) and from thenceforward they 


were kept in awe. 
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buted gratis among the inhabitants, 
the fatal confequences arifing from 
the prevalency of mendicity were 
defcribed in the moft lively and affeét- 
ing colours,—and the manner pointed 
out in which they could moft effedtu- 
ally affift in putting an end to an evil 
equally difgraceful and prejudicial to 
fociety. 


ee — 


Striking Instance of Montesquieu's 
Benevolence. 


«“ A GENTLEMAN, being at 

Marfeilles, hired a boat, with 
an intention of failing for pleafure ; 
he entered into converfdtion with 
the two young men who owned the 
veffel, and learned, that they were 
not watermen by trade, but filver- 
fmiths ; and that when they could be 
fpared from their ufual bufinefs, they 
employed themfelves in that way to 
encreafe their earnings. On expref- 
fing his furprife at their conduct, and 
imputing it to an avaricious difpofi- 
tion; “ Oh! Sir,” faid the young 
men, “if you knew our reafons, you 
would afcribe it to a better motive. 
Our father, anxious to affift his fami- 
ly, fcraped together all he was worth; 
purchafed a veffel for the purpofe of 
trading to the coaft of Barbary, but 
was unfortunately taken by a pirate, 
carried to Tripoli, and fold for a 
flave. He writes word, that he is 
luckily fallen into the hands of a 
mafter who treats him with great 
humanity ; but that the fum which 
is demanded for his ranfom is fo ex- 
orbitant, that it will be impoffible 
for him ever to raife it ; he adds, 
that we mutt therefore relinquifh all 
hope of ever feeing him, and be con- 
tented, that he has as many comforts 
as his fituation will admit. With 
the hopes of reftoring to his family a 
beloved father, we are firiving, by 
every honeft means in our power, to 
colle& the fum neceffary for his ran- 
fom, and we are not afhamed to em- 
ploy ourfelves in the occupation of 
watermen.” The gentleman was 
ftruck with this account, and on his 
departure, 
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departure, made them a handfome 
prefent. 

“ Some months afterwards the 
young men being at work in their 
fhop were greatly furprifed at the 
fudden arrival of their father, who 
threw himfelf into their arms; ex- 
claiming, at the fame time, that he 
was fearful they had taken fome un- 
juft method to raife the money for 
his ranfom, for it was too great a 
{um for them to have gained by their 
ordinary occupation. They profefled 
their ignorance of the whole affair, 
and could only fufpe&t they owed 
their father’s releafe to that ftranger, 
to whofe generofity they had been 
before fo much obliged. 

“ After Montefquieu’s death, an 
account of this affair was found 
among his papers, and the fum actu- 
ally remitted to Tripoli for the old 
man’s ranfom. It is a pleafure to 
hear of fuch an act of benevolence 
performed even by a perfon totally 
unknown to us: but the pleafure is 
infinitely encreafed, when it proves 
the union of virtue and talents in an 
author fo renowned as Montefquieu.” 


——a 


Abstract of the Laws existing in the 
State of Pennsylvania for the Sup- 
pression of Vice and Immorality. 

NUMBER of the inhabitants 
of the City and Liberties of 

Philadelphia, taking into ferious con- 

fideration the prefent awful preva- 

lence of vice and immorality, and 
being impreffed with a fenfe of the 
duty incumbent on them not only as 

Chriftians, but as citizens, to difcoun- 

tenance and reftrain fuch evil prac- 

tices, have formed themfelves into an 

Affociation for the purpofe of aiding 

the civil authority, when other means 

fhall prove ineffectual, in bringing to 
conviction offenders againft the laws 
which at prefent exift, or may here- 


after be enacted for the fuppreilion of. 


vice and immorality. 

Among the vices which are at pre- 
fent fo. prevalent, they confider the 
profanation of the Lord’s day or Firft 
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day of the week,—tippling-houfes, 
and other houfes of ill fame,—gam- 
bling houfes,—riotous or diforderly 
ailemblages of perfons,y—profane cur- 
fing and fwearing, and taking the 
name of God in vain, as demanding 
their particular attention. 

For the information of their fel- 
low-citizens they have thought it 
proper to publith the following brief 
Abitract of the Laws now in force 
within this State, applicable to the 
objects of their affociation. 


Against BLASPHEMY, and PROFANE 
CURSING and SWEARING. 

Whoever thall wilfully, premedi- 
tately, and defpitefully blafpheme, or 
fpeak loofely and profancly of Al- 
mighty God, Chrift Jefus, the Holy 
Spirit, or Scriptures of Truth, fhall 
forfeit ten pounds for the ufe of the 
poor, or be imprifoned three months at 
hard labour——1 St. Laws, Page 11. 

Any perfon under the age of fix- 
teen years, who fhall profanely curfe 
or iwear, fhall forfeit five fhillings. 
—1 St. Laws, page 317+ 

Any perfon of the age of fixteen 
years or upwards, who fhall profanely 
curfe or fwear by the name of God, 
Chrift Jefus, or the Holy Spirit, hail, 
being thereof convicted, forfeit and 
pay lixty-feven cents for every fuch 
profane curfe or oath; or be com- 
mitted to the houfe of correction 
of the proper county, not exceeding 
twenty-four hours for every fuch of- 
fence. And if he fhall curfe or {wear 
by any other name or thing, he fhall, 
for every fuch curfe or oath, pay 
forty cents; or be committed to the 
houfe of correction, not exceeding 
twelve hours, for every fuch offence. 
—}3 St. Laws, page 546. 

Against DRUNKENNESS- 
All perfons found drinking or tip- 


pling in ale-houfes, taverns, or other 
public-houfes or places, on Sunday, 
fhall forfeit for every fuch offence, 
one fhilling and fix pence, and pay 
it to any conftable who fhall de- 
mand it for the ufe of the poor. And 
conftables are required to fearch fuch 
places 
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places as are fufpedted of entertainiag 
tipplers, and when found quietly dif- 
perfe them. But in cafe of refufal, 
a Juftice of the Peace may commit 
them to prifon, or bind them to their 
good behaviour. The keeper of any 
fuch ale-houfe, &c. fhall for every 
offence forfeit ten fhillings for the 
ufe aforefaid——1 St. Laws, page 45- 

All perfons are prohibited from keep- 
ing taverns, &c. without licence, and 
any licenfed tavern-keeper, &c. fuffer- 
ing drunkennefs or unlawful games, 
fhall forfeit forty thillings for the firft 
offence, and fhall have his licenfe 
taken away for the fecond.—1 St. 
Laws, page 84. 

Any perfon retailing iefs than one 
quart of rum, wine, brandy, or other 
fpirits, without licenfe, fhall forfeit 
and pay ten pounds: or be committed 
and kept at hard labour three months. 
—2 St. Laws, page 93- 

If any perfon fhall intoxicate him 
or herfelf by the exceffive drink- 
ing of ftrong liquor, he or fhe fhall 
forfeit and pay fixty feven cents for 


every fuch offence, or be committed to 
the houfe of correction, not exceed- 
ing twenty-four hours—3 St. Laws, 
page 547+ 

Against GAMING. 


If any perfon fhall caufe cocks to 
ficht for money or other valuable 
thing, or fhall bet thereon, or fhall 
play at any match of bullets, in any 
place, for money or other valuable 
thing, or on any public highway, 
with or without a bet, or fhall play 
at any game of hazard or addrefs, 
for money or other valuable thing— 
every fuch perfon, on conviction, 
fhall forfeit and pay three dollars for 
every fuch offence. And if any per- 
fon fhall enter, ftart, or run any horfe, 
mare, or gelding, for any fum of 
money or other valuable thing, he 
fhall forfeit and pay twenty dollars. 

If any tavern-keeper, or other re- 
tailer of ftrong liquor, fhall make, 
promote, or encourage, any game of 
addrefs, hazard, cock-fighting, bullet- 
playing, or horfe-racing, for money 


or other valuable thing ; or fhall fur- 
nith ftrong drink to any of the per- 
fons affembled or attending on fuch 
games, &c. or fhall permit or allow 
any kind of gaming for money: or 
other valuable thing, to be practifed 
or carried on in any place in his occu- 
pancy, he fhall, for every fuch offence, 
forfeit and pay fourteen dollars; and, 
if a licenfed inn-keeper or retailer of 
‘liquors, his licenfe fhall be null and 
void, and he fhall be incapable of 
being again licenfed for one year 
thereafter. Ona fecond conviétion of 
the like offence, he fhall forfeit and 
pay twenty-eight dollars, and be for- 
ever incapable of being a public 
houfe-keeper within this State. 

No billiard table, EO table, or 
other device for the purpofe of gam- 
ing, for money or other valuable 
thing, fhall be fet up, kept, or main- 
tained by any tavern-keeper or re- 
tailer of liquors, whether having a 
licenfe or not, on pain of forfeiting 
every fuch billiard table, &c. and 
of forfeiting moreover the fum of 
twenty-fix dollars——3 St. Laws, 
page 550. 

I'he keeper of a gaming houfe, 
though not a tavern-keeper, or res 
tailer of ftrong liquor, and therefore 
not indictable by the a& againft vice 
and immorality, is neverthelefs in- 
dictable at common law as being guil- 
ty of an offence againft good morals. 


Against SABBATH BREAKING. 


If any perfon fhall do or perform 
any worldly employment or bufinefs 
whatfoever on the Lord’s day,’ com- 
monly called Sunday, works of necef- 
fity and charity only excepted; or 
fhall ufe or practife any unlawful 
game, hunting, fhooting, fport, or 
diverfion whatfoever, on the fame 
day; every fuch perfon fo offending 
fhall for every fuch offence forfeit 
and pay four dollars, or fhall fuffer 
fix days imprifonment in the houfe 
of correction of the proper county. 

Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained fhall be conftrued 
to prohibit the drefling of victuals, 


or 











ice 
in- 
sil. 
Is 


or to hinder watermen from landing 
their paffengers, or ferry-men from 
carrying over the water travellers or 
perfons temoving with their families 
on the Lord’s day, commonly called 
Sunday; nor to the delivery of milk, 
or the neceflaries of life, before nine 
o’clock in the forenoon, nor after five 
o’clock im the afternoon on the fame 
day——3 St Laws, page 546. 
Against DUELLING. 

For challenging another perfon, 
either by word or writing to fight 
with any deadly weapon—a penalty 
of two hundred and eighty dollars, 
or twelve months imprifonment. 

For accepting a challenge, a pen- 
alty of one hundred and forty dollars, 
or fix months imprifonment. 

For knowingly carrying and deli. 
vering a challenge to fight a duel, or 
confenting to be a fecond—a penalty 
of one hundred and forty dollars, or 
fix months imprifonment; and for 
each of the above offences the per- 
fon corivicted fhall be deprived of all 
the rights of citizenfhip for feven 
years—3 St. Laws, page 551. 
Against RIoYoUS, of DISORDERLY 

PERSONS, Or YAGRANTS. 


Any perfons to the number of 
three or more, who fhall meet with 
clubs, ftaves, or other hurtful wea- 
pons, to the terrer of peaceable 
citizens, and fhall commit, or defign 
to commit violence or injury upon 
any perfon or goods, fhall be deemed 
rioters and punilhed aceording to 
law. 

All perfons who not having where- 
with to maintain themfelves and their 
families, live idly, and without em- 
ployment, and refufe to work for the 
ufual and common wages; and all 
perfons going about from door to door 
er placing themfelves in the ftreets, 
&e. to beg or gather alms, and all 
other perfons wandering abroad and 
begging ; and all perfons who fhall 
come from any of the neighbouring 
States and fhall be found loitering 
or refiding in any townfhip or place 
within this State, and {hall follow no 
Vou. I. No. T3- 
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labour or bufineis and have no vifible 
means of fubfiftence, and can give no 
reafonable account of themfelves, 
fhall be deemed idle and diforderly 
pertons ; and fhall, upon conviction, 
be committed to the work-houfe or 
gaol of the proper county, to be kept 
at hard labour for amy time not ex- 
ceeding one month. 

The Mayor, or any Alderman of 
the city, and any Juitice of the 
county of Philadelphia, may, upon 
conviction, commit any vagrant or 
idle and diforderly perfon to the gaol 
of Philadelphia, to be kept at hard 
labour, for any term not exceeding 
one month—2 St. Laws, page 805+ 

Open and notorious lewdneds is an 
offence againft religion and morality. 
The frequenting of houfes of ill fame 
is an indictable offence, and fo is any 
other grofsly fcandalous and public 
indecency, for which the punifhment 
is by fine and imprifonment. 

The offence of keeping a bawdy- 
houfe or a diferderly houfe is punith- 
able by fine and imprifonment at 
common law. 

A married woman is punifhabie as 
if the were fingle for keeping an 
houfe of ill fame and a lodger who 
keeps only a fingle room for the pur- 
pole of bawdry is indictable for keep- 
ing a bawdy-houfe——Hawhk P. C. 
196- 4. Bla. Come 268. 

p> Prosecutions against persons 
who shall profane the Lord's Day, or 
who shall profanely curse or swear, 
er who sbali intoxicate themselves 
shall be commenced within feventy- 
two hours after the offence sball be 
committed :=— And for any otber offence 
against the law for preventing Vice 
and Immorality, the prosecution shall 
be commenced within thirty days after 
the offence bas been committed. 


—[<= 


The Unreasonableness of Treating 
Men with Contempt. 
Cyaeat part of the pleafures of 

life refults from fociety. The 
pleafure of fociety depends much 
more on courteous obligiag behaviour, 
3G than 
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than on any vaft remarkable bene- 
fits ; for the latter are feldom ex- 
pected, becaufe tne ocvafions are rare, 
and the perfons capable of them are 
few ; but the former of them is in 
évery one’s power, and may take 
place daily at every tranfient inter- 
view.- This indicates an habitual 
benevolence of temper; the other 
ufually proceeds from the violent im- 
pulfe of compaffion, awakened by 
fome fudden and great calamity. If 
you treat your neighbour with lofty 
and cornful airs ; if you take plea- 
fure in afflicting him with little wan- 
ton mifchiefs to his perfon or pro- 
perty ; if you let him pafs unnoticed, 
or fpezk to you unheard; or flatly 
contradict whatever he fays; if you 
ridicule his poverty or infirmity ; 
make him your derifion in company ; 
and make him out as the butt of your 
jeft and laughter—you mortify him 
ten times more, than by folid and 
fubftantial injuries ; becaufe by the 
sormer, you dilivoves a contempt of 
him, as a perfon unworthy of regard ; 


the latter only indicates your immo- 


derate felfifhnefs. Againft grofs in- 
juries he may provide defence or 
obtain redrefs ; but againft the other 
he has no remedy. 

No man, confidered fimply as a 
man, can be a juft object of contempt. 
He, that was-not too mean a creature 
for God to make and preferve, is not 
mean enough for us to defpife. Man, 
confidered as being endowed with 
reafon and intelleé&t, by the infpira- 
tion of the Almighty, and defigned 
for immortality, is to be regarded 
with real efteem—with a fort of 
veneration. Confidered as a religious 
being, conformed to the character, 
fharing in the peculiar favour of 
the Creator, he is to be honoured as 
one of the excellent of the earth. 
Viewed in circumftances of adverfity, 
in ficknefs, poverty, bodily infirmity, 
or mental weakneis, he is entitled to 
our compaffion. 

Nothing makes one really defpica- 
ble, but that which implies fome 
fault :—fome contrariety to the de- 


fign of his Creator. Vice is a per- 
verfion of the original defign of our 
nature, and therefore renders one 
vile and contemptible. But con- 
tempt even of a vicious man, fhould 
never exceed the vicioufneis of his 
charaéter ; it fhould rather be dire&ed 
againft the vice, than the perfon. 

As open vice, fo alfo an affectation 
of appearing what we are not, a fond. 

enefs of diftinguifhing ourfelves by 
trifles, renders us contemptible. He 
that prides himfelf in a fantaftic fo 
pery of drefs—he that affumes odd 
and fingular airs in behaviour—he that 
in common difcourfe labours for fub- 
limity of ftile which his education 
will not enable him to underftand— 
he that affects a peculiar kind of 
pronunciation fcarcely intelligible, 
that he may feem to talk prettily— 
feldom fails to bring on himfelf the 
contempt of others ; not fo much 
becaufe his affeCtation is really vici- 
ous, as becaufe it betrays a trifling 
vanity of mind inconfiftent with that 
manly dignity which commands 
refpea. 

Ridicule may often be more effec- 
tual than fevere and grave reproof to 
put vice and folly’ out of \ coun- 
tenance ; and for this purpofe it is 
laudably employed. But that con- 
temptuous treatment of others, which 
only wounds their feelings, without a 
tendency to correct their fentiments 
or manners—which cramps — their 
powers without dire€ting their con- 
duct, is perfectly bafe and inhuman. 
It difcovers a wanton cruelty of dif- 
polition, and intolerable pride of 
heart, an unpardonable ignorance of 
one’s felf. 

The diftin€&tions which take place 
among men, and are the ground of 
one’s boafted fuperiority over another, 
are but trifling, compared with the 
grand points in which they are alike. 

_ They are all creatures formed by the 
fame hand, from the fame materials, 
for the fame purpofes ; all dependent, 
accountable and mortal. A few days 
ago we had not an exiftence; ina 
few days more, we fhall be forgotten ; 

thefe 
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thefe bodies will lie undiftinguifhed 
in the common mafs of fenfeleds 
matter ; and the mind will take its 
flight to an unknown world, to exift 
in a new manner, divefted of every 
circumftance of worldly diftinction. 

If we have advantages which 
others have not, we are proportiona- 
bly more indebted. We defpife our 
neighbour, but perhaps he has filled 
his narrow circle better than we. 
The man who bears poverty and ad- 
verfity with contentment ; who pro- 
motes the happinefs of thofe around 
him, according to his ability, and 
ferves his Creator, in humble hopes 
of a future recompenfe—fuch a man, 
in the loweft condition of life, is far 
more worthy and excellent, than the 
richeft and proudeft of the human 
race, who confines his views within 
himfelf, and fhuts his hands againft 
the calls of poverty. The poor 
widow. with her two mites ftands 
higher in the efteem of Heaven. and 
Earth, than the rich nobleman who 
iuffered a man to ftarve at his gate. 

Let us raife our thoughts to that 
Immenfe Being whofe prefence, 
power, and goodnefs fuftains all 
worlds ; and thefe little differences 
between worm and worm, on which 
pride is built, will inftantly difappear. 
There is a {mall difference between a 
candle and a glow-worm ; but hold 
them both to the fun, and both are 
extinguifhed. 

Let us learn to think greatly of 
God, juftly of men, wifely of virtue, 
humbly of ourfelves ; and. we fhall 
think nothing contemptible but vice ; 
and that will appear moft contempti- 
ble, when we find it in ourfelves. 


EE 


ON TOBACCO. 


‘THE plant is of American growth, 
and called by the Indians Petun, 


or Petum. They apply it to two ufes. 
Firft, upon any great wearinefs, they 
make themfelves dizzy and drowfy 
with the fume of it taken in at their 
mouths, upon which they go to fleep, 
and rife wonderfully refrefhed. The 
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other ufe they make of it is to intoxi- 
cate themfelves with the {moke of it 
when they prophecy. This they do by 
throwing the leaves into a fire, and 
then fucking up the fmoke through a 
cant. 

Its paffage into Europe was about 
the middle of the fifteenth century. 
Its name is acquired from the ifland 
of Tobago, where it grows plenti- 
fully ; and its Latin term, Nicotiana, 
from one Nicota a Frenchman, 

It was brought into England by 
Sir Francis Drake’s feamen, but firit 
into repute by Sir Walter Rawleigh. 
By the caution he took in fmoking 
it privately, he did not intend it 
fhould be copied. But fitting one day 
in adeep meditation with a pipe in 
his mouth, inadvertently called to 
his man to bring him a tankard of 
{mall ale; the fellow coming into the 
room threw all the liquor into his 
mafter’s face, and running down ftairs, 
bawled out Fire! help! Sir Walter has 
ftudied till his head is on fire, and the 
fmoke burfts out of his mouth and 
nofe. After this Sir Walter made it 
no fecret, and took two pipes juft be- 
fore he went to be beheaded. 

Johnfon, Beaumont, and Fletcher 
often mentioned it in their comedies ; 
and King James I. defigned to write 
a treatife againft it. 

The taking it in {huff is better than 
fmoking, and came into fafhion after 
the reftoration. Tobacco is of great 
ufe among the American plantations, 
and fupplies them with all neceffaries 
in return for it; and employs many 
hands in Europe. 

The beft way to diftinguifh whe- 
ther fmoking be for the health, is 
to confider the conftitution, whether 
phlegmatic, and fubject to raw wa- 
terifh humours, then it may be bene- 
ficial; but in lean and heétic confti- 
tutions it is‘ pernicious. 

The fame obfervations will hold 
with refpect to fhuff, which may be 
ufeful to fome conftitutions, but hurt- 
ful to thofe who are fubje& to apo- 
pleétic fits, and to all if taken im- 
moderately. 

The 
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The Europeans laugh at the Eaft 
Indians for chewing écetle, but are 
blind to their own folly of chewing 
tobacco, which fpoils their breath, 
and makes them appear loathfome. 

[ Gent. Mag. for 1731.] 
EE 
CURIOUS EXPERIMENT. 
{Tran@ated from a French paper. ] 
Toulon, Yan. 20. 

HAVE this inftant returned from 

the harbour, where an experiment 
has been made, which, if perfeted, 
promifes to become of much utility. 

It was a machine by means of 
which a perfon can go to the bettom 
of the water, without wetting any 
other part than his hands, and where 
he can remain as long as he pleafes. 
The bedy of the man is placed in a 
weoden box, clofed with ferews, and 
then paid with tallow. To this box 
are affixed leather pantaloons, in 
which he places his legs and fleeves 
which extend to the wrift, where they 
are tied in fo tight a manner that the 
water cannotenter. He receives the 


light by means of two glaffes, and 
refpires by the help of a tube which 
is lengthened according to the depth 


of the water. The inventor who is 
a galley flave, remained twenty-five 
minutes at the bettom in twenty 
fathoms water. He came up after 
having nailed a fheet of tin to a 
plank, aad cutting with a hatchet a 
piece of wood which he brought up—~ 
he was as dry as if he had not been 
in the water. He faid he cold have 
remained much longer had not the 
cold affected his hands too much, 
which 1 had no doubt of, as the 
weather was very celd. By means 
of a fmall cord which he had in his 
box, and which was attached to a 
{mall hand-bell, he caufed himfelf to 
be raifed at pleafure. 


—————e 


ANECDOTES. 


Gonsalvo, the Great Captain, 
was a man of great prefence of 

mind. When in fome mutiny 

amongft his troops, one of his foldiers 


Curious Experiment... Anecdotes. 


prefented his halbert to his breaft, he 
gently turned it afide with his hand, 
“ Comrade,” faid he, “ take care that 
in playing with that weapon you donot 
wound your general.” On fome other 
mutiny for want of pay, on Gonfal. 
vo’s exprefling his inability to give it 
to them, one of the foldiers advanced 
to him, and faid in a menacing tone, 
“ General, deliver up your daughter 
to us, and then we can pay ourfelves.” 
The general affecting not to hear him 
amid{t the clamour of the troops, took 
no notice of it at the time, but in the 
night he took care to have him appre- 
hended, and had him hung from a 
window, from which all the arm 
might fee the body. ' 

Gonfalvo took Naples y bene in 
the year 1503; and w of his 
foldiers expreffed their difapprobation 
at not having had a fufficient hare in 
the fpoil of that rich city, Gonfalve 
nobly replied, “ I will repair your 
bad fortune; go te my apartments, 
take there all you can find, I give it 
all into your hands.” 

Gonfalvo, for fome time before he 
died, retired to a convent; giving as 
a reafon for his conduct, that there 
fhould be fome time for ferious re- 
fle&tion between the life of a foldier 
and death. 


Of a Young Gentleman and a Dancing 
Master. 


A YOUNG Englifhman of fafhion, 
remarkable for his fine figure and 
elegant manners, went to Paris on 
purpofe to take leffons of Veftris the 
elder, a celebrated dancer. He 
made fuch rapid improvement that 
the mafter declared he had never had 
fo good a fcholar, As he was taking 
his leave, on his return to London, 
Veftris faid to him, “ If you will 
follow my advice, Sir, you will never 
dance q minuet.” The young man 
replied, “ ‘To what purpofe then have 
T taken fuch infinite pains, if I am not 
to fhew the talent I poffefs?” “ Be. 
caufe, Sir, faid Veftris, you dance too 
well fot a gentleman.” 

ORIGINAL 
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For the Weekly Magazine. 
ADDRESS TO A ROBIN. 


FROM winter fo dreary and long 
Efeap’d, ah! how welcome the day, 
Sweet Bob with his innocent fong 

Is return’d to his favourite {pray. 


When the voice of the tempeft was heard, 

As o’er the bleak mountain it pafs’d, 
He hied to the thicket, poor bird! 

And fhrank from the pitilefs biaft. 
By the maid of the valley furvey’d, 

Did fhe melt at thy comfortlets lot? 
Her hand, was it ftretch’d to thy aid, 

As thou pick’dit at the door of her cot? 
She did; and the wintery wind, 

May it how! not around her green grove ; 
Be a bofom, fo gentle and kind, 

Only fann’d by the breathings of love. 
She did; and the kifs of ber fwain, 

With rapture, the deed thal} requite 
That gave tomy window again 

Poor Bob and his fong of delight. 

a 


For the Weekly Magazine. 


THE RAMBLE. 
AM Nature fmiles ferene through the 
ftill air, 
Neo found difterbs the philofophic thought, 
Save ose grating of the tharp’ning 


As round the fwelling mead the mowers 
ftand ; 

Or when loud burfting from the vacant 
heart 


The ruftic joke provokes the hearty 
laugh ; 

Or deep defigning, they, with artful tales 

Of bogs conegal’d beneath the tufted 


3, 

Or fnake’s dire hiffing, ftrive to fright 
the maids 

Unus’d to wander in the verdant mead. 

While the tall grove, that feems the 

awful haunt 

Of Contemplation, (where in ancient 
time 


The facred druids tun’d their mayftic 
And fang of future deeds to them re- 
veal’d,) 


Waves high in air its venerable head 
To court thy wandering fteps. Let not 


the ftream, 
Though half conceal’d im the Juxuriant 
s, ; 
Alarm thy fearful heart ; but boldly ruth 


ce teens There mofing Beyo 
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The winding path that guides the her- 
mit’s fteps; 


Beneath the verdant arch of {preading 


boughs 
Thick interwoven, which the light of 
heaven, 
At highef noon-day, fcarcecan penetrate. 
Or carelefs thrown the moff) 
bank, upon Yy 
Where — in air the loftieft trees af- 


cen 

The glory of the whole furrounding 
wood, 

Attentive hear the murmur of the ftream 

As, ass down from rock to rock, it 
alls, 

Or diftant voice re-echoing from the 
glade; 

While every wayward care lies hufh’d 


in “y 
And Reafon foeth’d puts off her auitere 


Of rigid watchfulnefs, and fmiling views, 

With mild forbearance in her foftening 
mien, 

The boldeft flights of Fancy, playful 
child. 

Lo refounding on the ftartled ear 

The dope fhrill bark proclaims the hun- 
ter nigh, 

Asin purfuit of health he roams the fhade. 

And now re-echoing through the length- 
en’d wood 

Loud burfts the horrid inftrument of 
death. 

Start not ye gentle tribes! ceafe not your 


4 . . 
That fill’d the gale with mufie’s varying 
' 


notes! 

He eer 4 dares your facred feats pro- 

ane 

With barbarous violence, delights to 
{pare 

The little warbling tenants of the fhade ; 

And oft when wandering in thefe calm 
retreats, 

With mild complacence liftens to your 
fong. Cc. 


—— 


For the Weekly Magazine. 
MEDITATIONS AT A FRIEND'S MEET- 
ING.—B¥ A PERSON NOT IN PRO- 
FESSION WITH THAT SOGIETY- 


F, TERNAL mind! Great fouree of 


love! 


Who form’d and know’ft the foul ef 


man, 
nd ail thought, all height above, 
Whofe wifdom angels cannot fcan. 
Seraphs 
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Seraphs, before thy throne adore ; 
Seraphs, to thee, their voices raife; 
Lord to thee too, our minds would foar, 

But feeble are our beft effays. 
Spirit of Love! to thee we fly; 
On thee our brighteft profpects reft ; 
Silent and low in duft, we lie; 
Silence and awe become us beft. 
Silence and thought, the mind improve ; 
They kindle joy in pious hearts ; 
On them defcends the “‘ Heavenly dove,” 
And every Chriftian grace imparts. 
To Heav’n, in filence, we look up; 
Our hearts, their pray’rs, in filence, 
raife, 
Come Silence! nurfe of pious hope ; 
Come mule the great Redeemer’s praife. 


_ ——— 


For the Weekly Magazine. 
ON TIME.—BY A GENTLEMAN. 


A® ' too regardlefs of his victims’ joys, 
Imperious Time exerts defpotic fway ; 
Bis fainting nations totter to decay, 
And all the monuments of art deftroys. 
He fondly joys to whirl the filent {pheres, 
To {natch from young ey'd health his 
rofeat bloom, 
To fhroud e’en radiant virtue in the 
tomb 
And fink the world beneath the weight 
of years! 
No charm of beauty, or of worth avails, 
To ftay the dreadful ravage of his 
power, 
Or intermit the ruin of an hour— 
E’en now the glowing cheek of youth he 
pales! 
With radiant finger pointed to the tky 
Hope, {miling, bids us raife the ex- 
pectant eye. P. T. 


ANSWER TO THE PRECEDING.—BY A 
LADY. 


wrt tho’ all conq’ring Time with 
ruthlefs hand, 
Spreacs defolation, o’er a weeping land, 
And bids each moment fteal fome dear 
delight? 
What tho’ each fwift wing’d hour by his 
behetts, 
Some charm attraéts fome new born joy 
arrefts, 
Some blefling robs from mortals in its 
flight. 
Yet while that hand, with ever toiling 
care, 


. Deforms with death and change the 


vari’d year, 


Still many a heart-felt joy to him we 
owe ; 
Each foul tranfporting extacy that 
{fprings, 
From renovation’s cheerful fmile he 
brings, 
And joys, while yet he kills, exiftence 
to bettow. 
He bids each charm, which fince Crea. 
tion’s birth, 
Revolving ftill, has blefs’d the joyful 
earth, 
* Bedeck’d by him, a novel look affume, 
Adorn’d with every fair, and youthful 
grace, 
By Heav’n’s own hand imprefs’d on 
nature’s face, 
When Spring unfolds her gay luxuri- 


ant bloom. 
See! ftill his hand each fleeting charm 
renews ; 
Still hangs the glift’ning twig with 
pearly dews, 
And ftill their luftre lightly fweeps 
away ; 
Still faithful brings, the fweet return of 
dawn; 
Still gilds with golden ray, rock, hill, 
and lawn ; 
em radiant noon, till gently falling 
ay. 


And when foft Evening comes, in crim- 
fon veft, 
Difplay’d by him, her glories fhine confeft, 
In all the pomp of Sol’s departing 
beams ; 
He lights the glowing firmament on high, 
And pours the moon-beam on the rap- 
tur’d eye, 
Where thro’ the grove, its twinkling 
luftre gleams. 


Thus {weet viciffitude of night and day, 
“‘ Spring-time and harveft,” autumn’s rich 
array, 
And gloomy winter’s cold and dreary 
change, 
Some charm of novelty in turn poffefs, 
By {weet variety impower’d to blefs, 
And form for man, anendlefs varying 


range. 

"Tis Time, the oblivious drop on- grief 
can pour, 

And fteal from mem’ry, many a painful 
hour, 

Which brooding forrow, fondly wou’d 

: retain. 

Oh! grateful think ! how oft his heal- 
ing balm, 

Pours o’er the wounded foul, a pleafing 
calm, 


Where reafon’s boafted powers might 
ftrive in vain. : we 











Oh! grateful think! what virtue in his 
wing, 

To eafe the {mart of many a poignant 
fting, 

And bid the vale of life renew its 

bloom ! 

Oh think! nor give one murm’ring 
thought a place, 

Mark all his bleffings on thy favour’d 


race, 
Nor yield thy foul a prey to faddening 


gloom. 
What ! Shall the fons of Wifdom dare 
, ine? 
Or fail to trace the unerring hand 
divine, 


Pourtray’d throughout the whole har- 
monious plan ? 
No! they will mark his courfe, but as he 
flies, 
The precious boon he gives; they'll 
know to prize, 
And ftrive from Earth to Heaven to 
lift imperfe& man. M. D. 





An ELEGY written on a POOR, HONEST 
MAN, who lived and died an Honour to 
bis Species in Obscurity. 

L°¥ in a fruitful vale, where Naiads 

guide 
The wild meanders of a limpid rill, 

Whofe chryital treafures unmolefted glide 

With freth fupplies to furnifh yonder 
mill: 

From a fequefter’d corner peep’d a cot, 
The lonely manfion of a patient hind, 

Whofe av’rice grafp’d not at a higher lot, 
For this recels was health to Colin's 

mind. 

Lord of his humble fhade, Ambition’s call 
Convey’d a found he never wifh’d to 

hear; 

The comfort found within his clay-built 

wall 
To him was pomp; to him wasall that’s 
dear. 

Nurs’d in the fhade, to ruftic labour bred, 
Tho’ pageant Fortune fmil’d not on his 

birth ; 

Tho’ Learning deign’d no polifh’d rays 

to fhed, 
Yet Colin harbour’d ev'ry milder worth. 

His morals {poke an uncorrupted heart, 
His latch was ever open to a friend; 

To pining need his little he’d impart, 
And feel a with that little to extend. 


Oft have I heard him near yon length- 
’ning walk, 
Where in thick group the gloomy wal- 
nuts rife, 
With mufing Fancy undiffembled talk, 
Or fee him mark the rill with penfive 
eyes. 
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O lov’dSimplicity! thy modeft eye 
Effus’d foft candour o’er thy Colin's 
breaft, 
Where confcious Innocence, unknown to 
figh, 
Appear’d in robes of native virtue dreft. 


His was the guilelefs heart, the tongue 
fincere, 
His the Elyfium of a foul ferene; 
Health’s full-blown rofe was his, whole 
little fphere 
Contentment guarded from th’ approach 
of fpleen. 


Scoff not, ye wealthy great! at one so low ! 
Let <5 pale her {corn forbear to 
thed; 
The cares of Pomp he never with’d to 
know ; 
The path of Pride he envy’d not to 
tread. 


Let rich Contempt the bluth of thame dif- 
clofe, 
That one so low the paths of virtue 
trod; 
That one so ow fo much fuperior rofe, 
“« Should look thro’ Nature up to Na- 
ture’s God.” 
Yet to his bofom pale Afiiaion ftole, 
The voice of Friendfhip long had chear’d 
his cell : 
One friend he had, the deareft to his foul, 
Palemon he---he heard Palemon’s knell. 


What pen can paint the anguifh of his 
mind! 
Four moons he bent to Melancholy’s 
fway, 
But ere the fifth, his fleeting breath re- 
fign'd 
The freer fpirit to the realms of day. 
Avaunt, ye heralds! what can ye pro- 
claim! 
Funereal pomps difplay no waving 
plume; 
My Mute, the herald of his fober fame, 
Engrave this tribute on his peaceful 
tomb: 


EPITAPH. 


SHALL venal Flatt’ry proftitute the 
Mufe, 
To fenfelefs titles fpurious honours pay, 
And yet to fylvan worth the lays refufe, 
Which Truth may burnifh with her 
brighteft ray: 
Forbid it, Equity!—The tafk be mine 
To yield his mem’ry all the praife I 
can: 
The whole’s compris’d in this conclufive 
line, 
God’s noblest work (here lies) an HONES? 
MAN. 
INTELLIGENCE. 
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SINCE our laft, nothing has tranfpired 
which has any material influence on 
our fituation relative to foreign powers. 
Our government it is faid have received 
Frefth Difpatches from our Envoys; 
this however, is contradi&ed, and it is 
afferted that thofe which have been re- 
cently received are only duplicates of 
what the Prefident communicated to the 
Federal legiflature and have appeared in 
the public papers. A variety of conjec- 
tures and reports contradictory, incon- 
fiftent, and perhaps entirely unfounded 
have been circulated.—We wait for more 
authentic information. 

Congrefs are ftill occupied by bufinefs 
refulting from the peculiar fituation of 
our country at the prefent time: an 
armed navy; fortifications of ports and 
harbours ; military provifions, and fuch 
other obje&s as are either fimilar or 
fubfervient to thefe, are the fubjects of 
recent difcuffion, It is conjectured that 
the prefent will be a very long and inter- 
efting feffion. 

A es of a fimilar tenor with thofe 
mentioned in our laf have been laid 
before Government from the Sele and 
Common Council of this city, from the 
citizens at large, and from a number of 
other places. 

The Crefcent frigate, which has been 

refented by the United States to the 
Bey of Algiers, and which failed fome 
time ago from Maflachufetts, arrived 
at Algiers in twenty nine days from her 
departure. We hear that the Dey was 
highly pleafed with the fhip. 

It appears by a recent account, that 
the quantity of SALT made and fold at 
the different manufacturing works, as the 
public refervation, in the county of 
Onondago, in the State of New-York, 
from the 20th of June, 1797, till the 3¢ of 
February, 1798, amounted to 25,474 
bufhels. The duty, at four cents, per 
bufhel, is torg dollars. With a fmall 
fhave of enterprize well directed, the 
United States poffefs refources for this 
rich andefleatial article capable not only 
of precluding all foreign importation, 
but of providing a new branch of export. 

As two men were at work on the roof 
of Mr. Turnbull’s houfe, in New York, 
the fcaffold fuddenly giving way, they 
fell to the pavement and immediately 
expired. Their names were Robert 

itchell and James Mitchell, and both 
of them are faid to have left families. 

On the oth inftant, a keel boat, in 
which were fixteen perfons, going up 
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the All river, firuck @ roek near 
the mouth of Plumb creck and inftantly 
funk. By this accident, eight of the fix- 
teen gérs, viz. one man, two wo- 
men, and five children were unfortu- 
nately drowned. 

The legiflature of New York has paffed 
a law enabling aliens to hold real eftates 
in that ftate, under certain reftriGions 
which it mentions. - 

An inftitution for the relief o 
widows with small children now Acudines 
in New York. This fociety is properly 
organized, and has regular rules, meet- 
ings, and officers. It derives fupport from 
two hundred and fourteen annual fub- 
feribers ; pofleffes eleven hundred dollars 
in donations, and has already raifed 
ninety-eight widows, with fmall fa- 
milies, to a ftate of comfort, from the 
mot eéxtreme wretchednefs. Confift- 
ent with the amiablenefs of its » 
it originated with, and is exclufively 
compofed of the fair fex—The gentle- 
men are invited to contribute as donors, 
but are not admitted as members. 

————— 
MARRIAGES. 

At Princeton, on the 14th inftant, Mr. 
Richard Malcolm, Efq. of New-York, to 
Mifs Anne Henry, daughter ef Mr. 
George Henry, late of Princeton. 

On Thurfday the 19th inf. Mr. John 
Reily, of this city, to Mifs Mary Reiy, 
of Evefham, New-Jerfey. 

In this city, on the 23d imftant, Mr. 
David Ellis, to Mifs Martha Brown. 

In this city, on the 26th inftant, Mr. 
Charles Marfhall jun. to Mifs Mary” 
Wallace; both of Philadelphia. 

On Tuefday evening the 24th inft. by 
the Rev. David Bard, John Heap, Efg. 
of Shippenfburg, to Mrs. Sarah Smith, 
jun. of this city. 

— 
DEATHS. 

On board his Britannic maaeys Sip 
Affftance, in Hampton Roads, mo- 
dore Mowat, fecond in command on the 
American ftation. 

At New-York, on the roth inftant, 
Mr. Jofiah Furman, aged 44. 

In this city, on the 23d inftant, Mrs. 
Adeliza Smith. 








TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The Edito# refpeffully informs the 
Patrons of the Weekly Magazine that the 
delivery of the Title, Index, and Apper~ 
ase unavoidably poftponed till mext 
week. 
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MESSAGE 


OF THE 


Prefident of the United States 


TO 


BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


In compliance with the requeft of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, expreffed in their refolution of the fecond 
of this month, I tranfmit to both Houfes, those instructions 
to and dispatches from, the Envoys Extraordinary of the United 
States to the French Republic, which were mentioned in my 
meffage of the nineteenth of March laft, omitting only 
fome names, and a few expreflions defcriptive of the 
perfons. 


I requeft that they may be confidered in confidence, 
until the members of Congrefs are fully poffeffed of their 
contents, and fhall have had opportunity to deliberate on 
the confequences of their publication; after which time I 
fubmit them to your wifdom. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


Unirep Srates, 
April 3d, 1798. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


To CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, JOHN MARSHALL, arp EL- 
BRIDGE GERRY, Envoys ExtraorpinaryY AND MINISTERS PLENIPoO- 
TENTIARY TO THE Frencn REPUBLIC, REFERRED TO IN THE MESSAGE 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF APRIL THE THIRD. 


Department of State, Fuly 15, 1797. 
GENTLEMEN, 


qT" is known to you, that the peo- 
ple of the United States of Ame- 
rica entertained a warm and fincere 
affetion for the people of France, 
ever fince their arms were united in 
the war with Great Britain, which 
ended in the full and formal acknow- 
ledgement of the independence of 
thefe ftates. It is known to you that 


this affection was ardent, when the 
French determined to reform their 
government and eftablifh it on the 
bafis of liberty; that liberty in which 
the people of the United States were 


born, and which in the conclufion of 
the war above mentioned was finally 
and firmly fecured. It is known to 
you, that this affection rofe to enthu- 
fiafm, when the war was kindled be- 
tween France and the powers of Eu- 
rope, which were combined againft 
her for the avowed purpofe of refto- 
ring the monarchy ; and every where 
vows were heard for the fuccefs of 
the French arms. Yet during this 
period France expreffed no wifh that 
the United States fhou!ld depart from 
their neutrality. And while no duty 
required us to enter into the war, and 
our beft interefts urged us to remain 
at peace, the government determined 
to take a neutral ftation: which be- 
ing taken, the duties of an impartial 
neutrality became indifpenfably.bind- 
ing. Hence the government early 
proclaimed to our citizens the nature 
of thofe duties, and the confequence 
of their violation. 

The minifter of France, Mr. Ge- 
net, who arrived about this time, by 
his public declaration, confirmed the 


idea, that France did not defire us to 
guit the ground we had taken. His 
meafures, however, were calculated 
to deftroy our neutrality, and to draw 
us into the war. 

The principles of the proclamation 
of neutrality founded on the law of 
nations, which is the law of the land, 
were afterwards recognized by the 
national legiflature, and the obferv- 
ance of them enforced by fpecific pe- 
nalties, in the aét of Congrefs, paffed 
the sth of June, 1794. By thefe 
principles and laws the aéts of the 
executive and the decifions of the 
courts of the United States were re- 
gulated. 

A government thus fair and up- 
right in its principles, and juft and 
impartial in its conduct, might have 
confidently hoped to be fecure againft 
formal official cenfure : but the Uni- 
ted States have not been fo fortunate. 
The a&s of their government, in its 
various branches, though pure in prin- 
ciple and impartial in operation, and 
conformable to their indifpenfable 
rights of fovereignty, have been af- 
fizned as the caufe of the offenfive 
and injurious meafures of the French 
republic. For proofs of the former 
all the aéts of the government may 
be vouched ; while the afperfions fo 
freely uttered by the French minif- 
ters, the refufal to hear the minifter 
of the United States, {pecially charg- 
ed to enter on amicable difcuffions on 
all the topics of complain<, the de- 
crees of the executive directory and 
of their agents, the depredatiéns on 
our commerce, and the violence 
againft the perfons of our citizens, 
are evidences of the latter. Thefe 
injuries and depredations will confti- 

tute 











tute an important fubje¢t of your dif- 
cuffions with the government of the 
French republic; and for all theie 
wrongs you will feek redrefs. 

In refpe& to the depredations on 
our commerce, the principal objects 
will be to agree to an equitable mode 
of examining and deciding the claims 
of our citizens, and the manner and 
periods of making them compenfa- 
tion. As to the firft, the feventh 
article of the Britifh and the twenty- 
firft of the Spanifh treaty, prefent 
approved precedents to be adopted 
with France. The propofed mode of 
adjufting thofe claims by commiffion- 
ers appointed on each fide, is fo per- 
fectly fair we cannot imagine it will 
be refufed. But when the claims 
are adjufted, if payment in fpecie 
cannot be obtained, it may be found 
neceffary to agree, in behalf of our 
citizens, that they fhall accept public 
fecurities payable with intereft at fuch 
periods as the ftate of the French 
finances fhall render practicable — 
Thefe periods you will endeavour 
far as poflible to fhorten. ; 

Not only the recent depredations 
under colour of the decrees of the di- 
rectory of the fecond of July, 1796, 
and the fecond of March 1797, or 
under the decrees of their agents, or 
the illegal fentences of their tribu- 
nals, but all prior ones not already 
fatisfaCtorily adjufted, fhould be put 
in this equitable train of fettlement. 
To cancel many or all the laft men- 
tioned claims might be the effect of 
the decree of the executive directory 
of the fecond of March laft, receiv- 
ing the decree of the gth of May 
1793: but this being an ex post facto 
regulation, as well as a violation of 
the treaty between the United States 
and France cannot be obligatory on 
the former. Indeed the greater part, 
probably nearly all the captures and 
confifcations in queftion, have been 
committed in dire& violation of that 
treaty, or of the law of nations. 
But the injuries arifing from the cap- 
ture of enemies’ property in veffels of 
the United States may not be very 
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extenfive ; and if for fuch captured 
property the French government will, 
agreeably to the law of nations, pay 
the freight and reafonable demurrage, 
we fhall not on this account any far- 
ther contend. But of fhip timber 
and naval ftores taken and confifca- 
ted by the French, they ought to pay 
the full value ; becaufe our citizens 
continued their traffic in thofe arti- 
cles under the faith of the treaty with 
France. On thefe two points we 
ought to expect that the French go- 
vernment will not refufe to do juf- 
tice: and the more becaufe it has 
not, at any period of the war, ex- 
preffed its defire that the commercial 
treaty fhould in thefe refpects be al- 
tered. 

Befides the claims of our citizens 
for depredations on their property, 
there are many arifing from exprefs 
contracts made with the French go- 
vernment or its agents, or founded 
on the feizure of their property, in 
French ports. Other claims have 
arifen from the long detention of a 
multitude of our veifels in the ports 
of France. The wrong hereby done 
to our citizens was acknowledged by 
the French government, and in fome, 
perhaps in moft of the cafes, fmall 
payments towards indemnifications 
have been made: the refidue {till re- 
mains to be claimed. 

All thefe juft demands of our citi- 
zens will merit your attention. The 
beft poflible means of compenfation 
muft be attempted. Thefe will ce- 
pend on what you fhall difcover to be 
practicable in relation to the French 
finances. But an exception mutt be 
made in refpec&t to debts due to our 
citizens by the contra¢ts of the French 
government and its agents, if they 
are comprehended in any ftipulation ; 
and an option referved to thes, joint- 
ly or individually, either to accept 
the means of payment which you 
fhall ftipuiate, or refort to the French 
government directly for the fulfil- 
ment of its contracts. 

Although the reparation for loffes 
fuftained by the citizens of the Uni- 
ted 
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ted States, in confequence of irregu- 
Jar or illegal captures or condemna- 
tions, or forcible feizures or deten- 
tions, is of very high importance, 
and is to be impreffed with the great- 
eft earnefinefs, yet it is not to be in- 
fifted on as an indifpenfable condition 
of the propofed treaty. You are not, 
however, to renounce thefe claims of 
our citizens, nor to ftipulate that they 
be affumed by the United States as a 
Joan to the French government. 

In refpeg& to the alterations of the 
commercial treaty with France, in 
the two cafes which have been prin- 
cipal fubjects of complaint on her 
part, viz. enemies’ property in neutral 
fhips, and the articles contraband of 
war; although France can have noright 
to claim the annulling of ftipulations 
at the moment when by both parties 
they were originally intended to ope- 
rate; yet if the French government 
prefs for alterations, the Prefident 
has no difficulty in fubftituting the 
principles of the law of nations as 
ftated in the 17th and 18th articles 
of our commercial treaty with Great 
Britain, to thofe of the 23d and 24th 
articles of our commercial treaty : 
and in refpeét to provifions, and other 
articles not ufually deemed contra- 
band, you are to agree only on a 
temporary compromife, like that in 
the 18th article of the Britifh treaty, 
and of the fame duration. If, how- 
ever, in order to fatisfy France now 
she is at war, we change the two 
important articles before mentioned, 
then the r4th article of the French 
treaty which fubje¢ts the property of 
the neutral nation found on board 
enemies’ fhips to capture and con- 
demnation, muft of courfe be abo. 
lifhed. 

We have witneffed fo many erro- 
neous conftrudtions of the treaty with 
France, even in its plaineft parts, it 
will be neceffary to examine every 
article critically, for the purpofe of 
preventing, as far as human wifdom 
can prevent, all future mifinterpreta- 
tions. The kind of documents ne. 
ceffary for the protection of the neutral 
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veffels fhould be enumerated and mi- 
nutely defcribed ; the cafes in which 
a fea-letter fhould be required may 
be fpecified ; the want of a fea-letter 
fhould not of itfelf be a caufe of con. 
fifcation, where other reafonable proof 
of property is produced ; ‘and where 
fuch proof is furnifhed, the want of 
a fea-letter fhould go no further than 
to fave the captor from damages for 
detaining and bringing in the neutral 
veffel. The proportions of the vef- 
fel’s crew which may be foreigners 
fhould be agreed on. Perhaps it will 
be expedient to introduce divers other 
regulations conformably to the ma- 
rine laws of France. Whenever thefe 
are to operate on the commerce of 
the United States, our fafety requires 
that as far as poffible, they be fixed 
by treaty. And it will be defirable 
to ftipulate againft any ex post facto 
laws or regulation, under any pre- 
tence whatever. 

Great Britain has often claimed a 


right and praétifed upon it, to prohi- - 


bit neutral nations carrying on a 
commerce with her enemies which 
had not been allowed in time of peace. 
On this head, it will be defirable to 
come to an explicit underftanding 
with France; and, if poffible, to 
obviate the claim by an exprefs fti- 
pulation. 

Such extenfive depredations have 
been committed on the commerce of 
neutrals, and efpecially on the Uni. 
ted States, by the citizens of France, 
under pretence that her enemies (par- 
ticularly Great Britain), have done 
the fame things, it will be defirable 
to have it explicitly ftipulated, that 
the condué& of an enemy towards the 
neutral power fhall not authorife or 
excufe the other belligerent power in 
any departure from the law of nations 
or the ftipulations of the treaty: 
efpecially that the veffels of the neu- 
tral nation fhall never be captured or 
detained, or their property confifca- 
ted or injured, becaufe bound to or 
from an enemy’s port, except the cafe 
of a block port, the entering in- 
to which may be prevented according 
te 
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to the known rule of the law of na- 
tions. And it may be expedient to 
define a blockaded place or port to 
be one actually invefted by land or 
naval forces, or both, that no 
declaration of a blockade fhall have 
any effe& without fuch actual inveft- 
ment. And no commercial right 
whatever fhould be abandoned which 
is fecured to neutral powers by the 
European law of nations. 

The foregoing articles being thofe 
which the French government has 
made the oftenfible grounds of its 
principal complaints, they have natu- 
rally been firft brought to view. But 
the iy oe alterations and arrange- 
ments fuggeft the propriety of revi- 
fing all our treaties with France. In 
fuch revifion, the firft objet that 
will attra& your attention is the reci- 
procal guaranty in the 11th article of 
the treaty of alliance. This guaranty 
we are perfectly willing to renounce. 
The guaranty by France of the liber- 
ty, fovereignty, and independence of 
the United States will add nothing to 
our fecurity, while on the contrary, 
our guaranty of the poffeffions of 
France in America will perpetually 
expofe us to the rifk and expenfe of 
war, or to difputes and queftions con- 
cerning our national faith. 

When Mr. Genet was fent as the 
minifter of the French republic to the 
United States, its fituation was em- 
barraffed, and the fuccefs of its mea- 
fures problematical. In fuch circum- 
ftances it was natural that France 
fhould turn her eye to the mutual 
guaranty: and accordingly it was 
required, in Mr. Genet’s inftructions, 
to be “ an effential claufe in the new 
treaty,” which he was to propofe : 
and on the ground that “ it nearly 
concerned the peace and profperity 
of the French nation, that a people 
whofe refources increafe beyond all 
calculation, and whom nature had 
placed fo near their rich colonies, 
fhould become interefted by their own 
engagements in the prefervation of 
thofe iflands.” But at this time, 
France, powerful by her victories, 
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and fecure in her triumphs, may lefs 
regard the reciprocal guaranty with 
the United States, and be willing to 
relinquifh it. As a fubftitute for the 
reciprocal guaranty may be propofed 
a mutual renunciation of the fame 
territories and poffeffions, that were 
fubjeéts of the guaranty and renun- 
ciation in the fixth and eleventh ar- 
ticles of the treaty of alliance. Such 
a renunciation on our part, would 
obviate the reafon affigned in the in- 
ftructions to Mr. Genet before cited, 
of future danger from the rapidly 
growing power of the United States. 
But if France infifts on the mutual 
guaranty, it will be neceffary to aim 
at fome modification of it. 

The exifting engagement is of that 
kind which, by writers on the law of 
nations, is called a general guaranty ; 
of courfe casus federis can never occur 
except in a defensive war. The nature 
of this obligation is underftood to be, 
that when a war really and truly de- 
fensive exifts, the engaging nation is 
bound to furnifh an effectual and ade- 
quate defence in co-operation with 
the power attacked: whence it fol- 
lows that the nation muy be required, 
in fume circumftances, to bring for- 
ward its whole force. The nature 
and extent of the fuccours demand- 
able not being afcertained, engage- 
ments of this kind are dangerous on 
account of their uncertainty: there 
is always hazard of doing too much 
or too little, and of courfe of being 
involved in involuntary rupture. 

Specific fuccours have the advantage 
of certainty, and are lefs liable to oc- 
cafion war. On the other hand, a gene- 
ral guaranty allows a latitude for the 
exercife of judgment and difcretion. 

On the part of the United States, 
inftead of troops or fhips of war, it 
will be convenient to ftipulate for a 
moderate fum of money or quantity 
of provifions, ‘at the option of France : 
the provifions to be delivered at our 
own ports, in any future defensive 
wars. The fum of money or its va- 
lue in provifions, ought not to exceed 
two hundred thoufand dollars a year, 
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during any fuch wars. The recipro- 
cal ftipulation on the part of France 
may be to furnifh annually the like 
fum of money or an equivalent in 
military ftores and cloathing for 
troops, at the option of the United 
States, to be delivered in the ports of 
France. 

Particular caution, however, mult 
be ufed in difcuffing this fubjet, not 
to admit any claims on the ground 
of the guaranty in relation to the ex- 
ifting war; as we do not allow that 
the casus federis applies to it. And 
if the war fhould continue after your 
arrival in France, and the queftion of 
the guaranty fhould not be mentioned 
on her part, you may yourfelves be 
filent on the fubject, if you deem it 
moft prudent. 

It will be proper here to notice 
fuch articles of the treaty of amity 
and commerce between the United 
States and France as have been dif- 
ferently conftrued by the two govern- 
ments, or which it may be expedient 
to amend or explain. 

Article 2. The affent of the Uni- 
ted States, in their treaty with Great 
Britain, to the doétrine of the law of 
nations refpecting enemies’ property 
in neutral fhips and fhip timber, and 
naval ftores, and in fome cafes pro- 
vifions, as contraband of war, the 
French government has chofen to 
confider as a voluntary grant of fa- 
vours, in refpeét to commerce and 
navigation, to Great Britain, and that 
confequently the fame favours have 
become common to France. This con- 
ftruction is fo foreign from our ideas 
of the meaning and defign of this ar- 
ticle, it fhews the neceflity of review- 
ing all the articles, and however clear 
they may appear, of attempting to 
obviate future mifconftructions by 
declaratory explanations or a change 
of terms. 

Article 5. France has repeatedly 
contended, that the impofition of fifty 
per cent. per ton on French veffels 
arriving in the United States, is con- 
trary to the fifth article of the treaty. 
‘The arguments in fupport of this pre- 
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tenfion are unknown ; but it is, pre- 
fumed to be unfounded. The reci- 
procal right of laying “ duties or im- 
pofts of what nature foever,” equal 
to thofe impofed on the moft favoured 
nations, and without any other re- 
ftri€tions, feems to be clearly fettled 
by the third and fourth articles. The 
fifth article appears to have been in- 
tended merely to define or qualify the 
rights of American veffels in France. 
kt is however defirable that the quef- 
tion be underftood and all doubt con- 
cerning it removed. But the intro- 
duction of a principle of difcrimina- 
tion between the veffels of different 
foreign nations and in derogation of 
the powers of Congrefs to raife reve- 
nue by uniform duties on any objects 
whatever, cannot be hazarded. The 
naturalization of French veffels will of 
courfe be confidered as inadmiffible. 

Article 8. The ftipulation of doing 
us good offices to fecure peace to the 
United States with the Barbary pow- 
ers, has never yet procured us any 
advantage. If therefore the French 
Government lays any ftrefs on this 
ftipulation, as authorizing a claim for 
fome other engagement from us in 
favour of France, it may be aban- 
doned ; and efpecially if its abroga- 
tion can be applied as a fet off againft 
fome exifting French claim. 

Article 14. If the alterations al- 
ready propofed are made in the 23d 
and 24th articles, then the 14th ar- 
ticle, as before obferved, muft be 
abolifhed. 

Article 17. The conftruétion put 
on this article by the government of 
the United States is conceived to be 
reafonable and juft, and is therefore 
to be infifted on. The tribunals of 
the refpeGtive countries will confe- 
quently be ares in taking cogni- 
zance of all captures made within 
their refpective jurifdidtions ; or by 
illegal privateers; and thofe of one 
country will be deemed illegal which 
are fitted out in the country of the 
other remaining neutral: feeing to 
permit fuch arming would viglate the 
neutral duties of the latter. ? 
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Tt will be expedient to fix expli- 
eitly the reception to be given to pud- 
lic ships of war of all nations. The 
French Minifters have demanded, that 
the public fhips of the enemies of 
France, which at any time, and in 
any part of the world, had made 
prize of a French veffel, fhould be 
excluded from the ports of the United 
States: and although they brought 
in no prize with them. In oppofition 
to this demand, we have contended 
that they were to be excluded only 
when they came in with French 
prizes. And the kind of afylum to be 
afforded in all other circumftances is 
defcribed in Mr. Jefferfon’s letter to 
Mr. Hammond, dated the gth of 
September 1793, in the following 
words: “ Thus then, the pudlic ships 
of war of both nations [Englifh and 

rench] enjoy a perfect equality in 
our ports; 1f{t, in cafes of urgent ne- 
ceflity ; ad, in cafes of comfort and 
convenience; and 3d, in the tinie 
they choofe to continue.” And fuch 
fhelter and accommodation are due 
to the public fhips of all nations on 
the principle of hofpitality among 
friendly nations. 

It will alfo be expedient explicitly 
to declare that the right of afylum 
ftipulated for the armed veflels of 
France and their prizes, gives no right 
to make fale of thofe prizes. 

But when prize fhips are fo difabled 
as to be incapable of putting to fea 
again, until refitted, and when they 
are utterly difabled ; fome provifion 
is neceflary relative to their cargoes. 
Both cafes occurred laft year. The 
government permitted, though with 
hefitation and caution, the cargoes 
to be unloaded, one of the veflels to 
be repaired, and part of the prize 
goods fold, to pay for the repairs, 
and the cargo of the veflel that was 
found unfit ever to go to fea again, 
was allowed to be exported as prize 
goods, even in neutral bottoms. The 
doubts on thefe occafions arofe from 
the 24th article of the Britifh treaty, 
forbidding the fale of the prizes of 
privateers, or the exchanging of the 
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fame in any manner whatever. But 
as French prizes were entitled to an 
afylum in our ports, it was conceived 
to be a reafonable conftruction of it 
to allow of fuch proceedings as thofe 
above mentioned, to prevent the to- 
tal lofs of veffels and cargoese The 
25th article of the Britith treaty de- 
mands attention; as it is therein 
ftipulated, that no future treaty fhall 
be made that fhali be inconfiftent 
with that or the agth article. Ano- 
ther doubt arofe, whether the Britith 
treaty did not in good faith, require 
the prohibition of the fale of prizes 
made by the national ships of France, 
as well as of thofe made by her pri- 
vateers ; efpecially feeing our treaty 
with France gave her no right to fell 
any prizes whatever ;. but upon the 
whole, it was conceived that the 
United States having before allowed 
the fale of fuch prizes, and the pro- 
hibitions in the 24th article of the 
treaty being diftinly pointed againft 
the fale of the prizes of privateers, 
it was thought proper to permit the 
former practice to continue, until 
the executive fhould make and pub- 
lith a prohibition of the fale of all 
prizes, or that Congrefs fhould pafs 
a prohibitory law. 

Article 2ad. If in new modelling 
the treaty with France, the total pro- 
hibition of the fale of prizes in the 
ports of the party remaining neutral 
fhould not be agreed on, at lealt the 
right of each power to make at its 
pleafure fuch prohibition, whether 
they are prizes of national fhips or 
privateers, fhould be acknowledged, 
for the reafon more than once fug- 
gefted—to prevent a repetition of 
claims upon unfounded conftructions ; 
fuch as under the prefent article, that 
a prohibition to an enemy of either 
party is a grant to the other of the 
thing forbidden. 

Articles 23d and 24th. Thefe 
have been already confidered, and 
the alterations propofed have been 
mentioned. 

There have been fo many unjuft 
caufes and pretences afligned for cap- 
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turing and confifcating American 
veffels, it may perhaps be impoffible 
to guard againft a repetition of them 
in any treaty which can be devifed. 
To ftate the caufes and pretences that 
have been already advanced by the 
government of France, its agents and 
tribunals, as the grounds of the Cap. 
ture and condemnation of American 
veffels and cargoes, would doubtlefs 
give pain to any man of an ingenu- 
ous mind who fhould be employed 
on the part of France to negociate 
another treaty, or a modification of 
the treatics which exift. It is not 
defired therefore to go farther into 
— on thefe matters than “en be 
nece to guard e icit itipue 
Laabetigs againft ae pra a 
tions and the mifchiefs they will na- 
turally produces 

Under pretence that certain ports 
were furrendered to the Englifh by 
the treachery of the French and Dutch 
inhabitants, Vidor H' and Le. 
bas, the fpecial agents of the Execu- 
tive Dire€tory, at Guad ; have 
declared that all neutral veffels bound 
to or from fuch ports fhall be good 
prize. 

Under the pretence that the Britith 
were taking all neutral veffels bound 
to or from French ports, that French 
agents at St. Domingo (Sonthonax 
and others) decreed that all American 
veffels bound to or from Englifh ports 
fhould be red; and they have 
fince declared fuch captured veffels 
to be good prize. That French con- 
fuls in Spain have on the fame ground 
condemned a number of American 
veffels merely becanfe they were def- 
tined to or coming from an Englifh 


rte 
EO Undet the pretence, that the fea- 
letters or paffports prefcribed by the 
commercial treaty for the mutual ad- 
vantage of the merchants and navi- 

tors of the two nations, to fave 
their veffels from ¢etention and other 
vexations, when met with at fea, by 

fenting fo clear a proof of the 
} Neameran B an indifpenfable docu- 
ment to be found on board the French 
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confifcated American veffels deftitute 
of them, even when they acknowledge 
the property to be American. 

Becaufe horfes and their military 
furniture, when deftined to any ene- 
my’s port, are by the agth article of 
the commercial declared con~ 
traband, and as fuch by themfelves 

liable to confifcation, Hugues 
Lebas decreed all neutral vessels 
having horfes or any other contraband 
goods on board fhould be prize; 
and they accordingly toned vef- 
fels and cargoes. 
, = ancient ey of the 
rench monarchs ired a a 
of papers to be on board neutral 
fels, the want of any one of which is 
made a caufe of condemnation; al- 
though the 2sth article of the com- 
mercial treaty mentions what certifi- 
cates per acco Pe merchant 
veffels cargoes of each party, 
and which by every reafonable cone 
ftru€tion, ought to give them pro- 
tection. 

It will therefore be advifable to 
guard againft abufes by defcending 
to particulars: to defcribe the fhips 
papers which fhall be required, and 
to declare that the want of any other 
fhall not be a caufe for confifcation : 
to fix the mode of manning veffels as 
to the officers, and the proportion of 
the crews who fhall be citizens; ene 
deavouring to provide, in refpeé to 
American veffels, that more than one 
third may be foreigners. This pro~ 
vifion will be important to the South 
ern ftates, which have but few native 
feamen. 

The marine ordinances of France 
will fhew what regulations have been 
required to be obferved by allied as 
well as neutral powers in general to 
afcertain and fecure the property of 
neutrals, Some of thefe regulations 
may be highly proper to be adopted ; 
while others may be inconvenient 
and burthenfome. Your aim will be 
to render the documents and forma- 
lities as few and as fimple as will 
confift with a fair and. regular com- 


merce, ‘ . 











Articles 25 and 27. Thefe two 
articles fhould be rendered conform. 
able to each other. The 27th fays 
that after the exhibition of the pass- 
port, the veffel fhall be allowed to 
pafs without moleftation or fearch, 
without giving her chace, or forcing 
her to quit her intended courfe. The 
25th requires that befides the pass. 
port veflels fhall be furnifhed with 
certain certificates which of courfe 
muft alfo be exhibited. It will be 
expedient to add, that if in the face 
of fuch evidence the armed veffel will 
carry the other into port, and the 
papers are found conformable to trea- 
ty, the captors fhall be condemned 
in all the charges, damages, and in- 
terefts thereof, which they fhall have 
caufed. A provifion of this nature 
is made in the eleventh article of our 
treaty with the United Netherlands. 

Article 28. The prohibited goods 
here mentioned have no relation to 
contraband ; but merely to fuch as 
by the laws of the country are forbid- 
den to be exported. Yet in the cafe 
of exporting horfes from Virginia, 
which no law prohibited, in the win- 
ter of 1796, this article was applied 
by the French Minifter to dorses 
which by the French treaty are con- 
traband of war. And a letter from 
the Minifter to Victor Hugues and 
Lebas, informing them that the Ame- 
rican government refufed to prevent 
fuch export of horfes by the Britifh, 
is made one ground for their decree 
above mentioned. 

Article 30. The veffels of the 
United States ought to be admitted 
into the ports of France in the fame 
manner as the veffels of France are ad- 
mitted into the ports of the United 
States. But fucha ftipulation ought not 
to authorife the admiffion of veffels of 
either party into the ports of the other, 
into which the admiffion of all fo- 
reign veffels fhall be forbidden by the 
laws of ERrance and of the United 
States refpeQively. With this re- 
ftrition, the principles of the 14th 
article of the treaty with Great Bri- 
tain afford a liberal and unexception- 
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able precedent. A reftri¢tion like 
that here referred to will be found in 
the firft paragraph of the third article 
of the Britifh Treaty. 

The commefce to the French Co- 
lonies in the Eaft and Weft Indies, 
will doubtlefs be more or iefs reftrict- 
ed, according to the ufage of other 
European nations. Yet on account 
of the difarranged condition of the 
French navigation, probably a larger 
latitude of trade with their colonies 
will be readily permitted for a term 
of years: and perhaps the mutual 
advantages thence refulting will be 
found fo great as to induce afterwards 
a prolongation of that term; to which 
the courfe or habit of bufinefs may 
contribute. 

While between the United States 
and France there fhall fubfift a perfect 
reciprocity in refpect to commerce, 
we muft endeavour to extend our 
trade to her colonies to as many arti- 
cles as poffible. Of thefe the moft 
important are provifions of all kinds, 
as beef, pork, flour, butter, cheefe, 
fifh, grain, pulfe, live ftock, and 
every other article ferving for food, 
which is the produce of the country, 
horfes, mules, timber, plants, and 
wood of all kinds, cabinet ware and 
other manufactures of the United 
States: and to obtain in return all 
the articles of the produce of thofe 
colonies, without exception; at leaft 
to the value of the cargoes carried 
to thofe colonies. 

There have been different conftruc- 
tions of the Confular Convention. 
The French have contended for the 
execution of their confular decifions 
by the marfhal or other oificer of the 
United States; and their minifter of 
juitice has formally ftated in a report 
to the minifter of foreign affairs, that 
the judicial fentences of the Ameri- 
can confuls in France will be execu- 
ted by certain officers of juftice in 
that country. The legal opinion of 
the law officers of the United States, 
which the government has adopted, 
oppofes fuch a conftruétion. The 
French have aifo contended that de- 
ferters 
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ferters from French veffels ought to 
be apprehended by the judicial offi- 
cers of the United States, upon other 
evidence than the original fhipping 
paper, or role d’eguipage: whereas 
the diftri& judges have infifted that 
the Confular Convention requires the 
original role to be produced. This 
claim was lately revived by the con- 
ful-general of the French Republic. 
The correfpondence on this occafion 
will be joined to the other documents 
which accompany thefe inftructions. 

The United States cannot confent 
to the erecting of foreign tribunals 
within their jurifdiction. We con- 
fider the judicial authority of confuls 
as defcribed in the Confular Conven- 
tion, to be voluntary, not compul- 
fary, in the country where they re- 
fide : and that their decifions, if not 
obeyed by the parties refpectively, 
mutt be enforced by the laws of their 
proper country ; and fuch a provifion 
you will fee has been made in France, 
where a penalty of 1400 livres is im-~ 
pofed on the citizen who refufes obe- 
dience to a confular decifion in a fo- 
reign ftate. 

The confular convention will ex- 
pire in about four years; and if any 
great difficulties arife in fettling the 
terms of a new one, that which exifts 
mutt take its courfe: but if the French 
government fhould be filent on the 
fubje& of the confular convention, 
filence may be obferved on our part. 

The ports of the United States 
being frequented by the veflels of 
different belligerent powers, it be- 
came neceffary to regulate the times 
of their failing. The Prefident, there- 
fore, adopted what was underftood 
to be the received rule in Europe ; 
and ordered that after the failing of 
a veflel of one of the belligerent 
powers, twenty-four hours fhould 
elapfe before an armed veffel of an 
enemy of the former fhould fet fail. 
This rule has not been duly refpected 
by the armed veflels of France and 
Great Britain. 

As the tranquillity of the United 
States requires, that no hoftile move- 
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ments be commenced within their 
jurifdi€tion; and the interefts of coms 
merce demand an entire freedom to 
the departure of veffels from their 
ports, it may be expedient exprefsly 
to recognize theabove mentioned rule, 

It will alfo be expedient to agree 
on the extent of territorial jurifdic- 
tion on the fea coaft, and in what 
fituations bays and founds may be 
faid to be landlocked, and within 
the*jurifdiction of the fovereign of 
the adjacent country. 

On the fuppofition that a treaty 
will be negociated to alter and amend 
the treaties which now exift between 
France and the United States, the 
following leading principles, to go- 
vern the negociation, are fubjoined. 

1. Confcious integrity authorifes 
the government to infift, that neo 
blame or cenfure be direCtly or indi- 
rectly imputed to the United States. 
But on the other hand, however ex- 
ceptionable in the view of our own 
government and in the eyes of ar 
impartial world may have been the 
conduct of France, yet fhe may be 
unwilling to acknowledge any aggref- 
fions, and we do not with to wound 
her feelings or to excite refentment. 
It will therefore be beft to adopt on 
this point the principle of the Britith 
treaty, and “ terminate our differ. 
ences in fuch manner, as without 
referring to the merits of our refpec« 
tive complaints and pretenfions, may 
be the beft calculated to produce 
mutual fatisfa€tion and good under- 
ftanding.” 

2. That no aid be ftipulated in 
favour of France during the prefent 
ware 

3- That no engagement be made 
inconfiftent with the obligations of 
any prior treaty. 

4+ That no reftraint on our lawful 
commerce with any other nation be 
admitted. 

5+ That no ftipulation be made, 
under colour of which, tribunals can 
be eftablifhed within our jurifdiétion, 
or perfonal privileges claimed by 
French citizens, incompatible with 
the 
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the complete fovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the United States in 
matters of policy, commerce, and go- 
verninent. 

It will be expedient to limit the 
daration of the treaty to a term of 
from ten to twenty years. Such 
changes in the circumftances of the 
two parties are likely to happen with- 
in either of thofe periods, as to give 
one or both gvod reafon to defire a 
change in the conditions of the treaty. 
From this limitation may be excepted 
fuch articles as are declaratory of a 
ftate of peace, or as are intended to 
regulate the conduct of the two na- 
tions at the commencement of, or 
during a ftate of war, or which are 
founded in morality and juftice, and 
are in their nature of perpetual obli- 
bay Of this kind may be confi 

ered the tenth article of the treaty 
with Great Britain ; which therefore 
may very properly be introduced into 
the treaty with France. 

Finally, the great obje& of the 
—< being to do juftice to 

rance and her citizens, if in any 
thing we have injured them ; to ob- 
tain juftice for the multiplied injuries 
they ‘ase committed againft us ; and 
to preferve peace, your ftyle and 
manner of proceeding will be fuch 
as fhall moft diretly tend to fecure 
thefe objects. There may be fuch a 
change of men and meafures in France 
as will authorife, perhaps render po- 
litic, the ufe of ftrong language, in 
defcribing the treatment we have 
received. On the other hand, the 
French government may be deter- 
mined to fruftrate the negociation, 
and throw the odium on this country ; 
in which cafe, any thing like warmth 
and harfhnefs would be made the 
pretext. If things remain in their 
prefent fituation the ftyle of reprefen- 
tation will unite, as much as poffible, 
calm dignity with fimplicity, force 
of fentiment with mildnefs of lan- 


guage, and be calculated to imprefé 


49 
an idea of inflexible perfeverance, 
rather than of diftruft or confidence. 

With thefe inftruGions you will 
receive the following documents. 

1. The printed ftate papers, con. 
taining the correfpondence between 
the fecretary of ftate and the French 
minifter, Mr. Genet. 

2+ The letter dated January 16th, 
1797, from the fecretary of ftate to 
general Pinckney, and the documents 
therein referred to, in which all the 
known complaints of the French go- 
vernment, fince the recal of Mr. 
Genet, are exhibited and difcuffed, 

3- A report from the fecretary of 
ftate to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
dated the 27th of February, 1797, 
exhibiting the ftate of American 
claims which had been prefented to 
the French government (but few of 
which had been fatisfied) together 
with fome further information relative 
to the depredations by the officers and 
people of that nation on the commerce 
of the United States. 

4- A report made by the fecretary 
of ftate to the Prefident of the Uni- 
ted States, on the 21ft of June, 1797, 
and by him laid before Congrefs on 
the 22d. 

5- Certain original depofitions, 
protefts, and other papers relative ta 
the French fpoliations on the com- 
merce, and perfonal infult: and inju- 
ries to the citizens of the United 
States. 

6. The documents laid before the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives the 17th 
of May, 1797, relative to General 
Pinckney’s miffion to Paris, and com- 
prehending fome papers relative to 
the capture and condemnation of 
American veffels by the French. 

7. The correfpondence with the 
French Conful-General Létombe. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
Secretary of States 
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LETTERS OF CREDENCE AND FULL POWERS 


J 


GO YHE ENVOYS FROM THE UNITED STATES TO THE FRENCH REPUBLICe 


CREDENCE 


For Messrs. Pinckney, Marfhall and 
Gerry, Envoys to France. 
John Adams, President of the United 
States of America, 

Zo the Executive Directory of the 
French Repubdlice 

Crrrzens Drrectors, 

EB apr nah of terminating all 

differences between the United 

States of — and the French 

Republic, and of reftoring that har- 

ony and good underftanding, and 

that commercial and friendly inter- 
courfe, which from the commence- 
ment of their political conneétion, 
until lately, have fo happily fubfifted, 

I have nominated by and with 

the advice and confent of the Senate 

of the United States, appointed 

Charles Cotefworth Pinckney, John 

Marthall, and ery Gerry, dif- 

tinguifhed citizens of thefe States, 

jointly and feverally, Envoys Extra- 

ordinary and Minifters hag 8 

tiary to the French Republic, for the 

purpofe of accomplifhing the great 
obje&s above mentioned : Wherefore 

I pray you, Citizens Directors, to 

give full credence to what they and 

each of them fhall fay to you in thefe 
refpects, in behalf of the United 

States, and alfo when they fhall 

affure you of the fincerity of our 

withes for the welfare of the French 

Republic. 

Given under my hand and the great 
feal of the United States of Ame 
rica, at. Philadelphia, the thirteenth 
day of July, in the year 1797, and 
of the Independence of thefe States 
the twenty-fecond. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


By the Prefident of the United States, 
Timotuy PickERING, 
Secretary of State. 





FULL POWERS 


To Messrs. Pinckney, Marthall and 
Gerry, Envoys to France. 
John Adams, President of the United 
t States of America, 
Td all whom these presents shall cone 
CerteGreeting : 


Kxow YE, That for the purpofe 
of terminating all differences, 
between the United States of Ame- 
rica and the French blic, and 
of reftoring and confirming perfe& 
harmony and good underftanding 
and re-cftablithing a commercial and 
friendly intercourfe between them, 
- repofing efpecial truft es confi- 

fice in the i ity, ce, and 
abilities of Charles Covetworth Pinck- 
ney, Jom Marfhall, and Elbridge 
Gerry, citizens of the faid United 
Statés, I have nominated, and, by 
and with the advice and confent of 


the Senate, appointed the faid Charles 
Cotefworth Pinckney, John Marfhall, 
and Elbri i 


ridge » jointly and 
feverally cer Banc leary and 
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the Uni- 
ted States to the French Republic, 
hereby giving and ting to them 
and any and each of them, full power 
and authority, and alfo a general and 
fpecial command, for and in the name 
of the United States to meet and 
confer with the Minifters, Commif- 
fioners or deputies of the French Re- 
public, being furnifhed with the like 
full powers, whether feparately or 
joint’y, and with them to treat, con- 
It, and nezociate, of and concerning 
all claims, and all matters and caufes 
of difference, fubfifting between the 
United States and the French Re 
public, for the purpofe of fatisfyin 
and terminating the fame in a | 
and equitable manner; and alfo of 
an concerning the general commerce 
betweenthe United States and _— 
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‘and all other the dominions of the 
French Republic; and to conclude 
and fign a treaty or treaties, conven- 
tion or conventions, touching the 


mifes ; tranfmitting the fame to letter 


the Prefident of the United States of 

America for his final ratification, by 

and with the advice and confent of 

the Senate of the United States, if 

fuch advice and confent thall be 

ee mony whereof, I have caufed 
Tn testi Ww y 

the feal of the United States to be 

hereunto affixed, 

Given under my hand at the city of 
Philadelphia, the twenty-fecond 
Gay of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety-feven, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America, the twenty-firft. 

JOHN ADAMS. 


By the Prefident of the United States, 
Timotuy PickERING, 
Secretary of State. 


—— 
Department of State, April 34, 1798. 
HE Mames defignated. by the 
letters W. X. Y. Z. — fol- 
lowi ies of letters from the 
oe of thre United States to the 
French Repu blic, are, in the origi- 
nals, written at full length, in cy- 
For the fame reafon that 
le letters ar. thus taken to defig- 
nate certain perfons named in the 
letters, other w'ords defcriptive of 
them are omitted.. 


TIMOTETY PICKERING. 


—a 


(No. 1-) 
Paris, O.ctober, 22d, 1797, 
Dean Siz, 
Au of us havin; ¢ arrived at Paris 
on the evenin: 3 of the fourth 
inftant, on the next day we verbally 


and unofficially inforr, ged the minifter 
of forcign affairs ther. swith, and de- 
fired to when he: would be at 
leifure_to receive one « ¥ our 


43% 

ries with the official notification: 

be appointed the next day at two 

o’clock; when Major Rutledge 

waited on him with the following 
Crrizzy Miytstex, 

Tas United States of America 
being defirous of inating all dif- 
ferences between them andthe French 
ae a. reftering that _ 
mony underftanding, 
that commercial and friendly inter- 
courfe, which from the common 
cement of their political conneétion 
until lately have fo happily fubfifted, 
the Prefident has nominated, and by 
and with the advice and confent of 
the Senate has appointed us, the 
underfigned, jointly and feverally 

i and Minifiers 


lic, for the purpofe of accomplith- 
ee thefe great objeéts. In purin- 
ance of fuch nomination and appoint- 
ment and with fuch view having 
come to Paris, we wifh, Citizen 
Minifter, to wait on you at any hour 
you will be pleafed to appoint, to 
prefent the copy of our letters of cre- 
dence; and whilft we evince our 
fincere and ardent defire for the 
{peedy reftoration of friendfhip and 
harmony between the two republics, 
we flatter ourfelves with your con- 
currence in the accomplifhment of 
this defirable event. We requeft 
you will accept the affurances of our 
perfe& efteem and confideration. 
Paris, October 6th, in the 22d 
year of American Independence. 

(Signed) 
Cuar.esCotreswortn Pixcxyty, 
four MARSHALL, 


BRIDGE GERRY. 


To this letter the minifler gave a 
verbal anfwer, that he would fee us 
the day after the morrow (the 8th) 
at one o'clock. Accordingly at that 
hour and day we waited on the 
minifter at his houfe, where his office 
is held, when, being informed he 


fecreta- visataas dees we pucenameaas hee 
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of the department told Major Rut- 
ledge, that the minifter was obliged 
to wait on the Diretory and requefted 
we would fufpend our vifit till three 
o’clock. At which hour we called. 
The minifter we found was then en- 
gaged with the Portuguefe minifter, 
who retired in about ten minutes, 
when we were introduced and pro- 
duced the copy of our letters of cre- 
dence, which the minifter perufed 
and kept. He informed us, “ that 
the Direftory had required him to 
make a report relative to the fituation 
of the United States with regard to 
France, which he was then about, 
and which would be finifhed in a few 
days, when he would let us know 
what fteps were to follow.” We 
afked if cards of hofpitality were in 
the mean time neceffary? He faid 


-they were, and that they fhould be 


delivered to us; and he immediately 
rung for his fecretary and directed 
him to make them out. The con- 
verfation was carried on by him in 
French, and by us in our own lan- 
guage. 

The next day cards of hofpitality 
were fent to us and our fecretaries, 
in a ftvle fuitable to our official cha- 
racter. 

On Saturday the 14th, Major 
Mountflorence informed General 
Pinckney, that he had a converfation 
with Mr. Ofmond, the private and 
confidential fecretary of the minifter 
of foreign affairs, who told him, that 
the Dire&tory were greatly exafpe- 
rated at fome parts of the Prefident’s 
fpeech, at the opening of the laft 
feffion of Congrefs, and would require 
an explanation of them from us. 
The particular parts were not men- 
tioned. In another converfation on 
the fame day the fecretary informed 
the Major, that the minifter had told 
him it was probable we fhould not 
have a public audience of the Direc- 
tory till fuch time as our negociation 
was finifhed, that probably perfons 
might be appointed to treat with us, 
but they would report to him, and 
he would have the direction of the 
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negociation. The Major did not 
conceal from Mr. Ofmond his inten- 
tion to communicate thefe converfa- 
tions to us. 

~ In the morning of Oober the 
eighteenth, Mr. W. «+ « of the 
houfe of « « « « + called on 
General Pinckney and informed him, 
that a Mr. X. who was in Paris and 
whom the General had feen . . « 
* + © « « was a gentleman of 
confiderable credit and reputation 
and that we might place great reli- 
ance on him. 

In the evening of the fame day 
Mr. X. called on General Pinckney 
and after having fatfometime . . 
« « «+ whifpered him, that he had 
a meflage from M. Talleyrand to 
communicate, when he was at leifure. 
General Pinckney immediately with- 
drew with him into another room ; 
and when they were alone Mr. X. 
faid, that he was charged with a 
bufinefs in which he was a novice ; 
that he had been acquainted with 
M. Talleyrand « . « 6 « « « 
and that he was fure he had a great 
regard for [America] and its, citi- 
zens ; and was very defireus, that a 
reconciliation fhould be brought about 
with France ; that to effectuate that 
end, he was ready, if it was thought 
proper, to fuggeft a plan, confiden~ 
tially, that M. Talleyrand expected 
would anfwer the purpofe. General 
Pinckney faid he fhould be glad ta 
hear it. M. X. replied, that the 
Dire&tory, and particularly twa of 
the members of it, were exceedingly 
irritated at fome paffages of the Pre~ 
fident’s fpeech, and deiired that they 
fhould be foftened ; and that this ftep, 
would be neceffaxy previous to our 
reception: that belides this, a fum 
of money was required for the pocket 
of the Directory and minifters, which 
would be at the difpofal of M. Tal. 
leyrand: and that a loan would alfo 
be infilted ons. M. X. faid, if we 
acceded to thefe meafures, M.°Tal-. 
Jeyrand had no doubt that all our 
differences. wath France might be 
accommodated, 
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accommodated. On enquiry, M. X. 
could not point out the particular 
paflages of the fpeech that had given 
offence, nor the quantum of the loan, 
but mentioned that the douceur for 
the pocket was twelve hundred thou- 
fi livres, about fifty thoufand 

fterling. , General Pinckney 
told him, his colleagues and himfelt, 
from the time of their arrival here, 
had been treated with great flight 
and difrefpeét ; that they earneftly 
wifhed for and reconciliation 
with France ; and had been entrufted 
by their country with very great 
powers to obtain thefe ends, on ho- 
nourable terms: that with regard te 
the propofitions made, he could not 
even confider of them before he had 
communicated them te his colleagues : 
that after he had done fo, he fhould 
hear from him. After a communi- 
cation and confultation had, it was 
agreed, that General Pinckney fhould 
call on M. X. and requeft him to 
make his propofitions to us all; and 
for fear of miftakes or mifapprehen- 
fion, that he fhould be requefted to 
reduce the heads into writing. Ac- 
cordingly, on the morning of O&tober 
the nineteenth, General Pinckney 
called on M. X. who confented to 
fee his colleagues in the evening, and 
to reduce his propofitions to writing. 
He faid his communication was not 
immediately with M. Talleyrand, 
but through another gentleman, in 
whom M. Talleyrand had great con- 
fidence: this proved afterwards to 
be M. Y. 

At fix in the evening M. X. came 
and left with us the firft fet of pro- 
pofitions ; which, tranflated from the 
French, are as follows: “ A perfon 
who poffeffes the confidence of the 
Direétory, on what relates to the 
affairs of America, convinced of the 
mutual advantages which would re- 
fult from the re-eftablifhment of the 
good underftanding between the two 
nations, propofes to employ all of his 
influence to obtain this object. He 
will affift the commiflioners of the 
United _ in all the demands 
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which they may have to make from 
the government of France, inafimuch 
as they may not be contradictory to 
thofe which he propofes himfelf to 
make, and of which oe joncgel 


will be communicated confidentially. 
It is defired that in the official com- 
munications there fhould be given a 
foftening turn to a part of the Prefi- 
dent’s fpeech to Congrefs, which has 
caufed much irritation. It is feared 
that in not fatisfying certain indivi- 
duals in this refpe@, they may give 
way to all their refentment. The 
nomination of commiffioners will be 
confented to on the fame focting as 
they have been named in the treaty 
with England, to decide on the re- 
clamations which individuals of Ame- 
rica may make on the government of 
France, or on French individuals. 
The payment which, agreeably to 
the decifions of the commiffioners, 
ihall fall to the fhare of the French 
government, are to be advanced by 
the American government itfelf. It 
is defired that the funds which by 
this means fhall enter again into the 
American trade, fhould be employed 
in new fupplies for the French colo- 
nies. Engagements of this nature 
on the part of individuals reclaiming 
will always haften, in all probability, 
the decifions of the French commil- 
fioners: and perhaps it may be de- 
fired that this claufe fhould make a 
part of the inftructions which the 
government of the United States 
fhould give to the commiffioners they 
may choofe. The French govern- 
ment defires, befides, to obtain a loan 
from the United States ; but fo that 
that fhould not give any jealoufy to 
the Englith government, nor hurt 
the neutrality of the United States, 
this loan fhall be mafked by ftipula- 
ting, that the government of the 
United States confents to make the 
advances for the payment of the 
debts contracted by the agents of 
the French government with the 
citizens of the United States; and 
which are already acknowledged, and 
the payment ordered by the Directory, 
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but without having been yet effectu- 
ated. There fhould be delivered - 

note to the amount of thefe del. 

Probably this note may be accompa- 
nied by oftenfible pieces, which will 
guarantee to the agents the refponfi- 
bility of the United States in cafe 
any umbrage fhould caufe an enquiry. 
There fhall alfo be firft taken from 
this loan certain fums for the purpofe 
of making the cuftomary diftributions 
in diplomatic affairs.” The perfon 
of note mentioned in the minutes, 
who had the confidence of the Direc- 
tory, he faid, before us all, was M. 
Talleyrand. The amount of the loan 
he could not afcertain precifely, but 
underftood it would be according to 
‘our ability to pay. The fum which 
would be conlidered as proper, ac- 
cording to diplomatic ufage, was 
about twelve hundred thoufand livres. 
He could not ftate to us what parts 
of the Prefident’s fpeech were ex- 
cepted to, but faid he would enquire 
and inform us. He agreed to break- 
faft with Mr. Gerry the morning of 
the 21ft, in order to make fuch ex- 
planations as we had then requefted, 
or fhould think proper to requeft: 
but on the morning of the 2oth M. 
X. called and faid, that M. Y. the 
confidential friend of M. Talleyrand, 
inftead of communicating with ps 
through M. X. would fee us himfelf 
and make the neceffary explanations. 
‘We appointed to meet him the even- 
ing of the twentieth at feven o'clock, 
in General Marfhall’s room. At 
feven M. Y. and M. X. entered; 
and the firft mentioned gentleman, 
being introduced to us as the confi- 
dential friend of M. Tal'eyrand, im- 
mediately ftated to us the favourable 
impreilions of that gentleman toward 
our country, impreffions which were 
made by the kindnefs and civilitics 
he had perfonally received in Ame- 
rica: that impreffed by his folicitude 
to repay thefe kindneffes, he was 
willing to aid us in the prefent nego- 
ciation by his good offices with the 
Direftory, who were, he faid, ex- 
tremely irritated againft the govern- 





ment of the United States, on ac- 
count of fome parts of the Prefident’s 
fpeech, and who had neither acknow- 
ledged nor received us, and confe- 
quently have not authorifed M. Tal- 
leyrand to have any communications 
with us. The min:fter therefore 
could not fee us himfelf, but had 
authorifed his friend M. Y. to com~ 
municate to us certain propofitions, 
artd to receive our anfwers to them ; 


and to ife on his that if 
we w en to confider them as 
the bafis of the propofed negociation, 


he would intercede with the DireCtory 
to acknowledge us, and to give us a 
public audience. M. Y. ftated to us 
explicitly and repeatedly, that he 
was clothed with no authority ; that 
he was not a diplomatic character ; 
that he was not . Sat Wey." 
he was only the friend of M. Talley- 
rand and trufted by him; that with 
regard to himfelf he had ewe 


and that he earneftly wifhed well to 
the United States. He then took 
out of his pocket a French tranflation 
of the Prefident’s fpeech, the parts 
of which objected to by the Directory 
were marked, agreeably to our re- 
queft to M. X. and are contained in 
the Exhibit A. Then he made us 
the fecond fet of propofitions, which 
were dictated by him and written by 
M. X. in our prefence, and delivered 
to us, and which, tranflated from 
the French, are as follows. “ There 
is demanded a formal difavowal in 
writing, declaring that the fpeech 
of the citizen Prefident Barras did 
not contain any thing offenfive to the 
government of the United States, 
nor any thing which deferved the 
epithets contained in the whole para- 
graph: Secondly, reparation is de- 
manded for the article by which it 
fhall be declared, that the decree of 
the Dire€tory there mentioned did 
not contain any thing contrary to 
the treaty of 1778, and had none of 
thofe fatal confequences, that the 
paragraph reproaches to it: Thirdly, 
it is demanded, that there fhould be 
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an acknowledgment in writing of 
the depredations exercifed on our 
trade by the Englifh and French pri- 
vateers: Fourthly, the government 
of France, faithful to the profeilion 
of public faith which it has made not 
to intermeddle in the internal affairs 
of foreign governments with which 
it is at peace, would look upon this 
paragraph as an attack upon its loy- 
alty, if this was intended by the Pre- 
fident. It demands, in confequence, 
a formal declaration, that it is not 
the government of France, nor its 
agents, that this paragraph meant to 
defignate: In scutdienten of thefe 
reparations, the French Republic is 
difpofed to renew with the United 
States of America, a treaty which 
fhall place them reciprocally in the 
fame ftate that they were in 1778: 
By this new treaty France fhall be 
placed with refpe& to the United 
States, exaétly on the fame footing 
as they ftand with England, in virtue 
of the laft treaty which has been 
concluded between them. A fecret 
article of this new treaty would be a 
loan to be made by the United States 
to the French Republic: and once 
agreed upon the amount of the loan, 
it would be endeavoured to confult 
the convenience of the United States 
with refpe&t to the beft method of 
preventing its publicity. On reading 
the fpeech M. Y. dilated very much 
upon the keennefs of the refentment 
it had produced, and expatiated 
largely on the fatisfaction he faid 
was indifpenfably neceflary as a pre- 
liminary to megociation. But faid 
he, gentlemen, I will not difguife 
from you, that, this fatisfaction being 
made, the effential part of the treaty 
remains to be adjuited: il faut de 
Vargent—il faut beaucoup d’argent:” 
you must pay money, you must pay a 
great deal of money. He fpoke much 
of the force, the honour, and the jea- 
lous republican pride of France ; and 
reprefented to us ftrongly the advan- 
tages which we fhould derive from 
the neutrality thus to be purchafed. 
He faid, that the receipt of the 


money might be fo difguifed as to 
prevent its being confidered as a 
breach of neutrality by England; 
and thus fave us from being embroiled 
with that power. Concerning the 
twelve hundred thoufand livres little 
was faid; that being completely un- 
derftood, on all fides, to be required 
for the officers of government, and 
therefore needing no further explana- 
tion. Thefe propofitions, he faid, 
being ts olny as the admitted bafis 
of the propofed treaty, M. Talley- 
rand trufted that, by his influence 
with the Directory, he could prevail 
on the government to receive us. 
We afked whether we were to con- 
fider it as certain that, without a 
previous ftipulation to the effect re- 
quired, we were not to be received. 
He anfwered, that M. Talleyrand 
himfelf was not authorifed to {peak 
to us the will of the Directory, and 
confequently could not authorife him. 
The converfation continued until half 
after nine, when they left us; having 
engaged to breakfaft with Mr. Gerry 
the next morning. 

Oober 21ft, M. X. came before 
nine o’clock: M. Y. did not come 
until ten—he had paffed the morning 
with M. Talleyrand. After breakfaft 
the fubjec&t was immediately refumed. 
He reprefented to us that we were 
not yet acknowledged or received ; 
that the Diretory were fo exafperated 
againft the United States, as to have 
come to a determination to demand 
from us, previous to our reception, 
thofe difavowals, reparations, and ex- 
planations, which were ftated at 
large laft evening. He faid that M. 
Talleyrand and himfelf were ex- 
tremely fenfible of the pain we muft 
feel in complying with this demand ; 
but that the Directory would not dif- 
penfe with it: that therefore we muft 
confider it as the indifpenfable preli- 
minary to obtain our reception ; unlefs 
we could find the ‘means to change 
their determination in this particular: 
that if we fatisfied the Direftory in 
thefe particulars, a letter would be 
written to us to demand the — 
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of our powers, and to know whether 
we were aprage *, place them 
ifely on the fame footing with 
England ;——whether, he faid, our 
full powers were really and furbftan- 
tially full powers ; or, like thofe of 
Lord Malmefbury, only illufory pow- 
ers: that, if to this demand our 
anfwer fhould be affirmative, then 
France would confent that commif- 
fioners fhould be appointed to afcer- 
tain the claims of the United States, 
in like manner as under our trea 
with England ; but from their jurif- 
diction muft be withdrawn thofe 
which were condemned for want 
of a role d’equipage; that being a 
point on which Merlin, while mi- 
nifter of juftice, had written a trea- 
tife, and on which the Directory were 
decided. There would however be 
no objection to our complaining of 
thefe captures in the courfe of the 
negociation, and if we could convince 
Merlin by our reafoning, the minifter 
would himfelf be fatisfied with our 
fo doing. We required an — 
the converfation, 
in which M. Y. had hinted at our 
finding means to avert the demand 
concerning the Prefident’s fpeech. 
He anfwered, that he was not autho- 
rifed to ftate thofe means, but that 
we muft fearch for them and propofe 
them ourfelves. If however we afked 
his opinion as a private individual, 
and would receive it as coming from 
him, he would fuggeft to us the means 
which in his opimion would fucceed. 
On being afked to fuggeft the means 
he anfwered, money ; that the Direc- 
tory were jealous of its own honour 
and of the honour of the nation ; that 
it infifted on receiving from us the 
fame refpect with which we had 
treated the king; that this honour 
muit be maintained m the manner 
before required, unlefs we fubftituted 
in the place of thofe reparations fome- 
thing perhaps more valuable, that 
was, money. He faid further, that 
if we defired him to point out the 
fum which he believed would be 
fatisfactory, he would do fo. We 


tion of that part o 


APPENDIX OF STATE PAPERSs 


requefted him to proceed; and he 
faid, that there were thirty-two mil- 
lions of florins of Dutch infcriptions, 
worth ten fhillings in the pound, 
which might be afligned to us at 
twenty fhillings in the pound: and 
he proceeded to ftate to us the cer- 
tainty, that after a peace, the Dutch’ 
government would repay us the mo- 
ney; fo that we fhould ultimately 
lofe nothing ; and the only operation 
of the would be an advance 
from us to France of thirty-two mil- 
lions, on the credit of the govern- 
ment of Holland. We afked him 
whether the fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling, as a douceur to the Direc- 
tory, muft be in addition to this fum. 
He anfwered in the affirmative. We 
told him, that on the fubjeé&t of the 
treaty, we had no helitation in faying 
that our powers were ample: that 
on the other points propofed to us 
we would retire into another room, 
and return in a few minutes with our 
anfwer. 

We committed immediately to 
writing the anfwer we propofed, in 
the following words: “ Our powers 
refpeCting a treaty are ample: but 
the propofition of a loan in the form 
of Dutch infcriptions, or in any other 
form, is not within the limits of our 
inftructions ; upon this point there- 
fore the government mutt be confult- 
ed: one of the American minifters 
will, for the purpofe, forthwith em- 
bark for America: provided the Di- 
reGtoire will fufpend all further cap- 
tures on American vefiels, and will 
fufpend proceedings on thofe already 
captured, as well where they have 
been already condemned, as where 
the decifions have not yet been ren- 
dered; and that where fales have 
been made, but the money not yet 
received by the captors, it Thall not 
be paid until the preliminary quef- 
tions, propofed to the minifters of 
the United States, be difcuffed and 
decided ;” which was read as a ver- 
bal anfwer; and we told them they 
might copy it, if they pleafed. M. 
¥. refufed to do fo: his difappoint- 
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ment was apparent: he faid we 
treated the money part of the propo- 
fition as if it had proceeded from the 
Dire&tory ; whereas in fad it did aot 
proceed _. from the ees but 
was a fuggeftion himfelf, 
asa fablieute to be propofed by us, 
in order to avoid the painful acknow- 
ledgment that the Dire@tory had deter- 
mined to demand of us. It was told 
him, that we underftood that matter 
perfe&tly ; that we knew the propo- 
fition was in form to be ours; but 
that it came fubftantially from the 
minifter. We afked what had led 
to our prefent converfation? And 
General Pinckney then repeated the 
firft communication from M. X. (to 
the whole of which that gentleman 
affented) and we obferved that thofe 
gentlemen had brought no teftimo- 
nials of their {peaking any thing from 
authority ; but that relying on the 
fair characters they bore, we had 
believed them when they faid they 
were from the minifter, and had 
converfed with them in like manner, 
as if we were converling with M. 
Talleyrand himfelf; and that we 
could not confider any fuggeftion M. 
Y. had made, as not having been 
previoufly approved of: but yet, if 
he did not choofe to take a memoran- 
dum in writing of our anfwer, we 
had no with, that he fhould do fo: 
and further, if he chofe to give the 
anf{wer to his fition the form of 
a propefition from ourfelves we could 
only tell him, that we had no other 
propofition to make, relative to any 
advance of money on our part: that 
America had fuftained deep and 
heavy loffes by French depredations 
on our commerce, and that France 
had alleged fo [many] complaints 
againft the United States, that on 
thofe fubjects we came fully prepared, 
and were not a little furprifed to find 
France unwilling to hear us; and 
making demands upon us which could 
never have becn fufpe&ted by our go- 
vernment, and which had the ap- 
pearance of our being the aggrefling 
party. M. Y. expreffed himfelf 
vehemently on the refentment of 


France; and complained, that in- 
ftead of our propofing fome fubftitute 
for the reparations demanded of us, 
we were ftipulating certain conditions 
to be performed by the Direétory it- 
feif ; that he could not take charge 
of fuch propofitions; and that the 
Dire&tory would perfift in its demand 
of thofe reparations which he at firft 
ftated. We anfwered, that we could 
not help it : it was for the Directory 
to determine what courfe its own 
honour and the interefts of France 
required it to purfue: it was for us 
to guard the interefts and honour of 
our country. M. Y. obferved, that 
we had taken no notice of the firft 
propofition, which was, to know 
whether we were ready to make the 
difavowal, reparations, and explana- 
tions concerning the Prefident’s 
fpeech. We told him that we fup- 
pofed it to be impoffible, that either 
he or the minifter could imagine, 
that fuch a propofition could require 
an anfwer: that we did not under- 
ftand it as being ferioufly expected ; 
but merely as introductory to the 
fubjeéts of real confideration. 

He fpoke of the refpeé&t which the 
Directory required, and repeated, that 
it would exact as much as was paid 
to the ancient kings. We anfwered 
that America had demonftrated to 
the world, and efpecially to France, 
a much greater refpe& for her prefent 
government than for her former mo- 
narchy ; and that there was no evi- 
dence of this difpofition which ought 
to be required, that we were not 
ready to give. He faid that we 
fhould certainly not be received ; and 
feemed to fhudder at the confe- 
quences. We told him, that Ame- 
rica had made every poflible effort to 
remain on friendly terms with France ; 
that fhe was ftill making them: that 
if France would not hear us; but 
would ‘make war on the United 
States ; nothing remained for us, but 
to regret the unavoidable neceflity of 
defending ourfelves. 

The fubject of our powers was 
again mentioned ; and we told him, 
that America was folicitous to have 
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no moré mifunderftandings with any 
republic, but efpecially with France ; 
that fhe wifhed a permanent treaty, 
and was fenfible, that no treaty, could 
be permanent, which did not comport 
with the interefts of the parties ; and 
therefore that he might be affured, 
that our powers were fuch as autho- 
rifed us to place France on equal 
ground with England, in any refpects 
im which an inequality might be fup- 
pofed to exift at prefent between 
them, to the difadvantage of France. 
The fubje& of the role d’equipage 
was alfo mentioned; and we afked 
what aflurance could we have, if 
France infifted on the right of adding 
to the ftipulations of our treaty, or 
of altering them by municipal regu- 
Jations, that any future treaty we 
could make fhould be obferved. M. 
Y. faid that he did not affert the 
principle of changing treaties by 
municipal regulations ; but that the 
Directory confidered its regulation 
concerning the role d’equipage as 
comporting with the treaty. We 


obferved to him, that none of our 


veffels had what the French termed 
a role d’equipage, and that if we 
were to furrender all the property 
which had been taken from our citi- 
zens in cafes where their veflels were 
not furnifhed with fuch a role, the 
government would be refponfible to 
its citizens for the property fo furren- 
dered ; fince it would be impofiible 
to undertake to affert, that there 
was any plaufibility in the allegation, 
that our treaty required a role d’equi- 
page. 

The fubje& of difavowals, &c. 
concerning the Prefident’s {peech was 
again mentioned ; and it was obferv- 
ed, that the Conflitution of the Uni- 
ted States authorifed and required 
our Prefident to communicate his 
ideas on the affairs of the nation ; 
that, in obedience to the Conftitution, 
he had done fo; that we had not 
power to confirm or invalidate any 
part of the Prefident’s fpeech ; that 
fuch an attempt could produce no 
other effect than to make us ridicu- 
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lous to the government and to the 
citizens at large of the United States; 
and to produce, on the part of the 
Prefident, an immediate difavowal 
and recal of us as his agents: that 
independent of this, all America was 
acquainted with the facts ftated by 
the Prefident; and our difavowing 
them would not change the public 
fentiment concerning them. 

We parted with mutual profeflions 


“of perfonal refpeét, and with full in- 


dications on the part of M. Y. of his 
expeation, that we fhould imme- 
diately receive the threatened letter. 

The nature of the above commu- 
nication will evince ihe neceflity of 
fecrecy; and we have promifed 
Mefirs. X. and Y. that their names 
fhall in no event be made public. 

We have the honocr to be, with 
great refpe& and efteem, your moft 
obedient humble fervants, 


Cu arvtesCotrEsworrtu PINCKNEY, 
. MARSHALL, 
GERRY. 


P.S. Oober 27th, 1797. The 
Definitive Articles of Peace are figned 
between the French Republic and 
the Emperor: the particulars you 
will find in the public prints. The 
Portuguefe minifter is ordered to quit 
France, as the treaty with Portugal 
has not been yet ratified by the 
Queen. The treaty itfelf is declared 
by the Directory to be void. Since 
our arrival at Paris the tribunal of 
caffation has rejeCted Captain Scott’s 
petition complaining of the condem- 
nation of his veffel by the civil tribu- 
nal for the want of a role d’equipage. 
Mr. «. «in behalf of the owners 
of the American veflels, who have 
appealed in the laft refort to the tri- 
bunal of caflation, forms, that not- 
withftanding all the arguments ° 
os Mele wes . .«. + .0¢ 6 
to put off the hearing of the 
Rofanna, as a diplomatic cafe, ’till 
the iffue of our negociations is known, 
that cafe is fet down for hearing and 
will come on the 2gth or 3oth inft. 
The fame - ~ alfo fays, that it 
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is obvious, that the tribunal have re- 


ceived inftruétions from the officers of 
the government to haften their deci- 
fions, and that it was hardly worth 
while to . .~ for all our petitions 
in caffation would be rejected. Our 
advocates , . ~ decline giving 
their fentiments on this fubje& . . 
+ « under an apprehenfion of com- 
mitting themfelves. 
Cou. PicKERING, 
Sec’y of the United States. : 


Paragraphs of the Prefident’s Speech, 
referred to in Letter No. 1. under 
title of Exbibit A. 

I. 

With this condu& of the French 
government it will be proper to take 
into view the public audience, given 
to the late minifter of the United 

States, on his taking leave of the 

Executive DireGtory. The fpeech of 

the Prefident difclofes fentiments 

more alarming than the refufal of a 

minifter, becaufe more dangerous to 

our independence and union, and at 
the fame time ftudioufly marked with 
indignities again{t the government of 
the United States. It evinces a dif- 
pofition to feparate the people of the 
nited States from the government ; 
to perfuade them, that they have 
different affections, principles, and 
interefts from thofe of their fellow 
citizens, whom they themfelves have 
chofen to manage their common con- 
cerns ; and thus to produce divifions 
fatal to our peace. Such attempts 
ought to be repelled with a decifion, 
which fhall convince France and the 
world, that we are not a de 
le, humiliated under a colonial 
fe ¢ of fear, fitted to be the mifera- 
ble inftruments of foreign influence, 
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and regardlefs of national honour, 
character, and intereft. 


II. 


The diplomatic intercourfe between 
France and the United States being 
at prefent fufpended; the govern- 
ment has no means of obtaining offi- 
cial information from that country : 
neverthelefs there is reafon to believe 
that the Executive Direétory paffed 
a décree, on the 2d of March laft, 
contravening in part the treaty of 
amity and commerce of 1778, inju- 
rious to our lawful commerce and 
endangering the lives of our citizens. 
A copy of this decree will be laid 
before you. 


III. 


While we are endeavouring to 
adjuft our differences with France, 
by amicable negociation, the progrefs 
of the war in Europe, the tc 
tions on our commerce, the perfonal 
injuries to our citizens, and the ge- 
ral complexion of affairs render it 
my indifpenfable duty to recommend 
to your confideration effectual mea- 
{ures of defence. 


IV. 


It is impoffible to conceal from 
ourfelves, or the world, what has 
been before obferved, that endea- 
vours have been employed to folter 
and eftablifh a divifion between the 
government and people of the United 
States. To inveftigate the caufes 
which have encouraged this attempt 
is not neceffary. But to repel, by 
decided and united councils, infinu- 
ations fo derogatory to the honour, 
and aggreffions fo dangerous to the 
conftitution, union, and even inde- 
pendence of the nation, is an indif- 
penfable duty. 


ANSWER 
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ANSWER OF Ms BARRAS, PRESIDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY, TO 
THE SPEECH OF MR+ MONROE ON TAKING LEAVE, TO WHICH THE SPEECH 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SYATES REFERS. 


M. Le Ministre Plénipotentiaire des 
Etats Unis d’ Amérique. 

Ew présentant aujourd’bui au Di- 
rectoire Exécutif vos lettres de rappel, 
vous donnez @ l'Europe une spectacle 
bien étrange. 

La France, riche de sa liberté, en- 
tourée du cortege de ses victoires, forte 
de l’estime de ses alliés, ne s'abaissera 
pas @ calculer les suites de la conde- 
Scendance du Américain 
pour les suggestions de ses anciens 
tyransewLa République Frangaise 
espere, au surplus, que les successeurs 
de Colombus, cng a et Penn, tou- 
jours fiers de leur liberté, n’oublieront 
jamais qu’ils la doivent a2 la France. 
dis péseront dans leur sagesse la mag- 
nanime bienveillance du peuple Fran- 
gais avec les astucieuses caresses de 
quelques perfides qui méditent de le 
raméner @ son antique esclavage. 
Assurez, M. le Ministre, le bon peu- 
ple Américain que, comme lui, nous 
adorons la liberté ; que toujours il 
aura notre estime, et gu’il trouvera, 
dans le peuple Frangais, la générosité 
républicaine qui sait accorder la paix 
comme elle satt faire respecter sa 
souveraineté. 


Quant a vous, M. le Ministre Ple- 
nipotentiaire, vous avez combattu pour 
les principes, vous avez connu les vrais 
intéréts de votre patrié...partez avec 
nos regrets. Nous rendons en vous 
un répreséntant a l Amérique, et nous 
retenons le souvenir dy citoyen dont 
les qualités personelles bonoraient ce 
titre. 


(No. 2.) 


Paris, November, 8th, 1797. nd have the honour to be, 


Dear Sir, 










Mr. Minifter Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America. 

By prefenting to-day your letters 
of recal to the Executive Dire@ory, 
you give to Europe a very ftrange 
fpeftacle. 

France, rich in her liberty, fur- 
‘rounded by a crowd of victories, 
ftrong in. the efteem of her. allies, 
will not abafe herfelf by calculating 
the confequences of the candefcenfion _ 
of the American Government to the 
fuggeftions of her former tyrants. 
Moreover, the French Republic 
hopes, that the fucceffors of Colum- 
bus, Ramhiph*® and Penn, always 
proud of their liberty, will never 
forget, that they ewe it to France. 
They will weigh in their wifdom, 
the magnanimous benevolence of the 
French Je with the crafty careffes 
of certain perfidious perfons who me- 
ditate bringing them back to their 
former flaverye Affure the good 
American people, Sir, that like them 
we adore liberty ; that they will al- 
ways have our efteem, and that they 
will find in the French people repub- 
lican generofity, which knows how 
to grant peace as it does to caufe its 
fovereignty to be refpeéted. 

As to you, Mr. Minifter Plenipo- 
tentiary, you have combatted for 
principles, you have known the true 
interefts of your country. Depart 
with our regret. In you we give up 
a reprefentative to America, and re- 
tain the remembrance of the citizen 
whofe perfonal qualities did honour 
to that title. 





in No. 1. dated the 22d of laft month, 


Your moft obedient humble fervants, 


\ NV E now enclofe you in thirty-ix CaartesCoteswortn Pinckney, 


quarto pages of cypher, and 
in eight pages of cyphered exhibits, 
the fequel to the details. commenced 


- MaRsHALL, 
GERRY. 
Col. PicKERING. 


* Probably intended for Raleigh. 
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October 27th, 1797+ 
About twelve we received another 
vifit from M. X. He immediately 
mentioned the great event announced 
in the papers, and then faid, that 
fome propofals from us had been ex- 
on the fubje& on which we 
ad before petteeestad 3 that the Di- 
re&tory were becoming impatient and 
would take a decided courfe with 
ps lg to America, if we could not 
foften them. We anfwered, that 
on that fubject we had already fpoken 
explicitly, and had nothing farther 
to add. He mentioned the change 
in the ftate of things which had been 
produced by the peace with the Em- 
peror, as warranting an expectation 
of a change in our fyftem; to which 
we only replied, that this event had 
been expected by us, and would not 
in any degree affect our condudt. 
M. X. urged that the Direétory had 
fince this peace taken a higher and 
more decided tone with refpect to us 
and all other neutral nations than 
had been before taken; that it had 
been determined, that all nations 
fhould aid them or be confidered and 
treated as their enemies. We an- 
f{wered that fuch an effect had already 
been contemplated by us as probable, 
and had not been overlooked when 
we gave to this propofition our de- 
cided anfwer; and further that we 
had no powers to negociate for a loan 
of money ; that our government had 
not contemplated fuch a circumftance 
in any degree whatever ; that if we 
fhould ftipulate a loan, it would be a 
perfectly void thing, and would only 
deceive France and expofe ourfelves. 
M. X. again expatiated on the power 
and violence of France: he urged 
the danger of our fituation, and 
preffed the policy of foftening them 
and of thereby obtaining time. The 
refent men he faid would very pro- 
bably not continue long in power ; 
and it would be very unfortunate if 
thofe who might fucceed, with better 
difpofitions towards us, fhould find 
the two nations in actual war. We 
anfwered, that if war fhould be made 
Von. I. 
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on us by France, it would be fo ob- 
vioully forced on us, that on a change 
of men peace might be made with as 
much facility as the prefent differ- 
ences could be accommodated: we 
added, that all America deprecated 
a war with France; but that our 
prefent fituation was more ruinous 
to us than a declared war could be ; 
that at prefent our commerce was 
plundered unprotected; but that if 
war was declared, we fhould feek 
the means of protection, M. X. 
faid, he hoped we fhould not form a 
connection with Britain; and we 
anfwered, that we hoped fo too; 
that we had all been engaged in our 
revolution war, and felt its injuries ; 
that it had made the deepeft impref- 
fion on us ; but that if France fhould 
attack us, we muft feek the beft 
means of felf-defence. M. X. again 
returned to the fubje& of money : 
faid he, Ge»:tlemen, you do not {peak 
to the pain: ; it is money: it is ex- 

Ged that you will offer money. 
We faid vw had fpoken to that point 
very explicitly: we had given an 
anfwer. No, faid he, you have not; 
what is your anfwer? We replied ; 
it is no; no; not a fix-pence. He 
again called our attention to the dan- 
gers which threatened our country, 
and afked, if it would not be pru- 
dent, though we might not make a 
loan to the nation, to intereft an in- 
fluential friend in our favour. He 
faid we ought to confider what men 
we had to treat with; that they dif- 
regarded the juftice of our claims, 
and the reafoning with which we 
might fupport them; that they dif 
regarded their own colonies; and 
confidered themfelves as perfectly 
invulnerable with refpect to us ; that 
we could only acquire an intereft 
among them by ob gaaay applicas 
tion of money ; and it was for us to 
confider whether the fituation of our 
country did not require that thefe 
means fhould be reforted to. We 
obferved, that the conduct of the 
French government was fuch as to 
leave us much reafon to fear, that 
3 L thould 
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fhould we give the money, it would 
effe&& no good purpofe, and would 
not produce a juft mode of thinking 
with refpect to us. Proof of this 
mutt firft be given us. He faid, that 
when we employed a lawyer we gave 
him a fee, without knowing whether 
the caufe could be gained or not; 
but it was neceffary to have one, and 
we paid for his fervices, whether 
thofe fervices were fuccefsful or not : 
fo in the prefent ftate of things, the 
money muft be advanced for the good 
offices the individuals were to render, 
whatever might be the effect of thofe 
good offices. We told him there 
was no parallel in the cafes; that a 
lawyer, not being to render the judg- 
ment, could not command fuccefs: 
he could only endeavour to obtain it ; 
and confequently we could only pay 
him for his endeavours: but the Di- 
rectory could decide on the iffue of 
our negociation. It had only to 
order that no more American veffels 
fhould be feized, and to dire& thofe 
now in cuftody to be reftored, and 
there could be no oppofition to the 
order. He faid, that all the mem- 
bers of the Dire€tory were not dif- 
pofed to receive our money: that 
Merlin, for inftance, was paid from 
another quarter, and would touch no 
part of the douceur which was to 
come from use We replied, that 
we had underftood that Merlin was 
paid by the owners of the privateers ; 
and he nodded an affent to the fact. 
He proceeded to prefs this mF 
with vaft perfeverance. He told us 
that we paid money to obtain peace 
with the Algerines and with the In- 
dians ; and that it was doing no more 
to pay France for peace. To this it 
was anfwered, that when our govern- 
ment commenced a treaty with either 
Algiers or the Indian tribes, it was 
underftood that money was to form 
the bafis of the treaty and wes its 
effential article; that the whole 
nation knew it, and was prepared to 
expeé it as a thing of courfe ; but 
that in treating with France, our 


government had fuppofed that a pro- 
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pofition fuch as he fpoke of, woul, 
if made by us, give mortal offence. 
He afked if our government did not 
know, that nothing was to be ob- 
tained here without money? We 
replied, that our government had not 
even fufpected fuch a ftate of things. 
He appeared furprifed at it, and faid, 
there was not an American in Paris 
who could not have given that infor- 
mation. We told him that the let- 
ters of our Minifter had indicated a 
very contrary temper in the govern- 
ment of France ; and had reprefented 
it as acting entirely upon principle, 
and as feeling a very pure and difin- 
terefted affection for America. He 
looked fomewhat furprifed, and faid 
brifkly to Genera? Pinekney: Well, 
Sir, you have been a long time in 
France and in Holland ; what do you 
think of it? General Pinckney an- 
fwered, that he confidered M. X. 
and M. Y. as men of truth, and of 
confequence he could have but one 
opinion on the fubje&. He ftated 
that Hamburg aad other ftates of 
Europe were obliged to buy a peace; 
and that it would be equally for our: 
intereft to do fo. Once more he 
fpoke of the danger of a breach with 
France, and of her power which no- 
thing could refift. We told him that 
it would be in vain for us to deny 
her power or the folicitude we felt to 
avoid a conteft with it; that no na- 
tion eftimated her power more highly 
than America, or wifhed more to be 
on amicable terms with her; but 
that one object was ftill dearer to us 
than the friendfhip of France, which 
was our national independence: that 
America had taken a neutral ftation : 
fhe had a right to take it: no nation 
had a right to force us out of it : that 
to lend a fum of money to a belli- 
gerent power abounding in every 
thing requifite for war but money, 
was to relinquifh our neutrality and 
take part in the war: to lend this 
money under the lafh and coercion 
of France, was to relinquifh the go- 
vernment of ourfelves, and to fubmit 
to a foreign government impofed 


upon 
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upon us by force: that -we would 
make at leaft one manly ftruggle be- 
fore we thus furrendered our national 
independence : that our cafe was dif- 
ferent from that of one of the minor na- 
tions of Europe; they were unable to 
maintain their independence, and did 
not expect to do fo: America was a 
great, and, fo far as concerned her 
felf-defence, a powerful nation ; the 
was able to maintain her indepen- 
dence; and muft deferve to lofe it, 
if the permitted it to be wrefted from 
her: that France and Britain had 
been at war for near fifty years of 
the laft hundred, and might probably 
be at war for fifty years of the cen- 
tury to come ; that America had no 
motives which could induce her to 
imvolve herfelf in thofe wars; and 
that if fhe now preferved her neutra- 
lity and her independence, it was 
moft probable that fhe would not in 
future be afraid, as fhe had been for 
four years paft: but if fhe now fur- 
rendered her rights of felf-govern- 
ment to France, or permitted them 
to be torn from her, fhe could not 
expect to recover them, or to remain 
neutral in any future war. He faid 
that France had lent us money during 
our revolution war, and only required 
that we fhould now exhibit the fame 
friendfhip for her. We anfwered, 
that the cafes were very different ; 
that America folicited a loan from 
France, and left her at liberty to 
nt or refufe it: but that France 
emanded it from America, and left 
us no choice on the fubject. We 
alfo told him there was another dif- 
ference in the cafes ; that the money 
was lent by France for great national 
and French objects; it was lent to 
maim a rival and an enemy whom 
fhe hated: that the money, if lent 
by America, would not be for any 
American objeés, but to enable 
France to extend ftill further her 
uefts. The converfation conti- 

nued for nearly two hours; and the 
public and private advance of money 
was prefled and ed in a variety 
of forms. At length M. X. faid that 


he did not blame us; that our de- 
termination was certainly proper, if 
we could keep it: but he thowed 
decidedly his opinien to be that we 
could not Keep it. He faid that he 
would communicate, as nearly as he 
could, our converfation to the mi- 
nifter, or to M. Y. to be given by 
him to the minifter ; we are not cer- 
tain which, We then feparated. 
On the 22d. of O&ober, M. Z. a 
French Gentleman of refpectable 
character, informed Mr. Gerry, that 
M. Talleyrand, minifter of foreign 
relations, who profeffed te be well 
difpofed towards the United States, 
had expected to have feen the Ame- 
rican minifters frequently in their 
private capacities; and to have con- 
ferred with them individually on the 
objects of their miffion; and had 
authorifed M. Z. to make this com- 
munication to Mr. Gerry. The latter 
fent for his colleagues; and a con- 
ference was held with M. Z. on the 
fabjec& ; in which General Pinckney 
and General Marfhall expreffed their 
opinions, that not being acquainted 
with M. Talleyrand they could not 
With propriety call on him ; but that 
according to the cuftom of France he 
might expect this of Mr. Gerry from 
a previous acquaintance in America. 
This Mr. Gerry reluétantly complied 
with on the 23d. and with M. Z. 
called on M. Talleyrand, who, not 
being then at his office, appointed 
the 28th. for the interview. After 
the firft introduction, M. Talleyrand 
began the conference. He faid that 
the Directory had pafled an arréte, 
which he offered for perufal, in which 
they had demanded of the Envoys 
an explanation of fome parts, and a 
reparation for others, of the Prefi- 
dent’s fpeech to Congrefs. of the 16th 
of May laft: he was fenfible, he 
faid, that difficulties would exift on 
the part of the Envoys relative to 
this demand ; but that by their of- 
fering money, he thought he could 
prevent the effect of the arréte. M. 
Z.at the requeft of Mr. Gerry, having 
ftated that the Envoys have no fuch 

powers ; 
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powers ; M. Talleyrand replied, they 
can in fuch cafe take a power on 
themfelves ; and propofed that they 
fhould make a loan. Mr. Gerry then 
addreffed M. Talleyrand diftin€ly in 
Englith, which he faid he underftood, 
and ftated, that the uneafinefs of the 
Directory refulting from the Prefi- 
dent’s fpeech was a fubjeét uncon- 
nected with the objeéts of the miflion ; 
that M. Barras in his fpeech to Mr. 
Monroe, on his recal, had exprefled 
himfelf in a manner difpleafing to the 
government and citizens of the Uni- 
ted States; that the Frefident, as 
the Envoys conceived, had made fuch 
obfervations on M. Barras’ fpeech as 
were neceffary to vindicate the honour 
of the United States ; that this was 
not confidered by our government as 
a fubject of difpute between the two 
nations ; that having no inftructions 
refpecting it, we could not make any 
explanations or reparations relating 
to it; and that M. Talleyrand him- 
felf was fufficiently acquainted with 
the conftitution of the United States 
to be convinced of the truth of thefe 
obfervations: Mr. Gerry further 
ftated, that the powers of the Envoys, 
as they conceived, were adequate to 
the difcuffion and adjuftment of all 
points of real difference between the 
two nations; that they could alter 
and amend the treaty; or, if necef- 
fary, form a new one ; that the Uni- 
ted States were anxioufly defirous of 
removing all caufes of complaint be- 
tween themfelves and France, and 
of renewing their former friendthip 
and intercourfe on terms which fhould 
be mutually honourable and beneficial 
to the two nations; but not on any 
other terms; that as to a loan, we 
had no powers whatever to make 
one; that if we were to attempt it 
we fhould deceive himfelf and the 
DireCtory likewife, which as men of 
honour we could not do; but that 
we could fend one of our number for 
inftru€tions on this propofition, if 
deemed expedient, provided that the 
~ other objects of the negociation could 
be difcuffed and adjufted ; that as he 
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had expreffed a defire to confer with 
the Envoys individually, it was the 
with of Mr. Gerry that fuch ‘a con« 
ference fhould take place and their 
opinions thus be afcertained, which 
he conceived correfpondent with his 
own in the particulars mentioned. 
M. Talleyrand in anfwer faid, he 
fhould be glad to confer with the 
other Envoys individually, but that 
this matter about the moncy muft be 
fettled direG&tly, without fending to 
America; that he would not com- 
municate the arréte for a week ; and 
that if we could adjuft the difficulty 
refpecting the f{peech, an application 
would neverthelefs go to the United 
States foraloan. A courier arriving 
at this moment from Italy, and M. 
Talleyrand appearing impatient to 
read the letters, Mr. Gerry took leave 
of him immediately. He followed 
to the door, and defired M..Z. to 
repeat to Mr. Gerry what he, M. 
Talleyrand had faid to him. Mr. 
Gerry then returned to his quarters 
with M. Z. took down the particu- 
lars of this interview, as before ftated, 
fent for Generals Pinckney and Mar- 
fhall, and read it to them in the pre- 
fence of .M. Z. who confirmed it. 
Generals Pinckney and Marfhall then 
defired M. Z. to inform M. Talley- 
rand that they had nothing to add to 
this conference, and did not with 
that the arréte might be delayed on 
their account. 


October 29th. 


M. X. again called on use He 
faid M. Talleyrand was extremely 
anxious to be of fervice to us, and 
had requefted that one more effort 
fhould be made to induce us to enable 
him to be fo. <A great deal of the 
fame converfation which had paffed 
at our former interviews was repeated. 
The power and the haughtinefs of 
France were again difplayed to us. 
We were told that the deftruction of 
England was inevitable; and that 
the wealth and arts of that nation 
would naturally pafs over to America, 
if that event fhould find us in ag 
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To this obfervation we replied, that 
France would probably forbid Ame- 
rica to receive them, in like manner 
as fhe had forbid Switzeriand to per- 
mit the refidence in its country of a 
Britifh minifter. We told him alfo, 
that we were fenfible of the value of 
peace, and therefore fought it unre- 
mittingly, but that it was real peace 
we fought for, and real peace only 
which could be defirable. 

The fum of his propofition was, 
that if we would pay, by way of fees 
(that was his expretlion) the fum of 
money demanded for private ufe, the 
Dire€tory would not receive us; but 
would permit us to remain in Paris 
as we now were; and we fhould be 
received by M. Talleyrand, until 
one of us could go to America and 
confult our government on the fubject 
of the loan. Thefe were the circum- 
ftances, he faid, under which the 
minifter of Portugal had treated. 
We afked him if, in the mean time, 
the Dire&tory would order the Ame- 
rican property not yet paffed into the 
hands of the privateerfmen, to be 
reftored? He faid explicitly, that 
they would not. We afked him, 
whether they would fufpend further 
depredations on our commerce? He 
faid they would not: but M. Talley- 
rand obferved, that on this fubje& 
we could not fuftain much additional 
injury, becaufe the winter feafon was 
approaching, when few additional 
captures could be made. We told 
him that France had taken violently 
from America more than fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars, and treated us in 
every refpect as enemies, in return 
for the friendfhip we had manifefted 
for her ; that we had come to endea- 
vour to reftore harmony to the two 
nations, and to obtain compenfation 
for the injuries our countrymen had 
fuftained ; and that in lieu of this 
compenfation, we were told that if 
we would pay twelve hundred thou- 
fand livres, we might be permitted 
to remain in Paris; which would 
only give us the benefit of feeing the 
plays and operas of Paris for the 
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winter, that we might have time to 
afk from our country to exhauft her 
refources for France, whofe depreda- 
tions would be continued. He again 
fated, that by this procedure we 
fhould fufpend a war; and that per- 
haps in five or fix months poyver 
might change hands. 

We told him that what we wifhed 
to fee in France was a temper fin- 
cerely friendly to the United States, 
and really difpofed to do us juftice ; 
that if we could perceive this, we 
might not fo much regard a little 
money, fuch as he ftated to be ufual, 
although we fhould hazard ourfelves 
by giving it; but that we faw only 
evidences of the moft extreme hofti- 
lity toward us: war was made upon 
us fo far as France could make it in 
the prefent ftate of things; and it 
was not even propofed, that on receiv- 
ing our money this war fhould ceafe : 
we had no reafon to believe that a 
poffible benefit could refult from it ; 
and we defired him to fay that we 
would not give a fhilling, unlefs 
American property unjuftly captured 
was previoufly reftored, and further 
hoftilities fufpended ; and that unlefs 
this was done, we did not conceive 
that we could even confult our go- 
vernment concerning a loan; that if 
the Directory would receive us and 
commence negociations, and any 
thing occurred which rendered a 
confultation of the government ne- 
ceffary, one of us would return to 
America for that purpofe. He faid 
that without this money we fhould 
be obliged to quit Paris; and that 
we ought to confider the confe- 
quences: the property of the Ame- 
ricans would be confifcated, and their 
veffels in port embargoed. We told 
him that unlefs there was a hope of 
a real reconciliation, thefe evils could 
not be prevented by us; and the lit- 
tle delay we might obtain would only 
increafe them; that our miffion had 
induced many of our countrymen to 
truft their veffels into the ports of 
France, and that if we remained in 
Paris, that very circumftance would 

increafe 
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increafe the number; and confe- 
quently the injury which our coun- 
trymen would fuftain, if France could 
permit herfelf fo to violate her own 
engagements and the laws of nations. 
He exprefled a with, that M. Y. 
fhould fee us once more. We told 
him that a vifit from M. Y. as a 
private gentleman, would always be 
agreeable to us ; but if he came only 
with the expectation that we fhould 
ftipulate advances of money, without 
previoufly eftablifhing a folid and 
permanent reconciliation, he might 
fave himfelf the trouble of the appli- 
cation, becaufe it was a fubje& we 
had confidered maturely, and on 
which we were immoveable. He 
parted with us, faying, if that was 
the cafe it would not be worth while 
for M. Y.to come. In the evening, 
while General Pinckney and General 
Marfhall were abfent, M. Y. and 
M. X. called, and were invited by 
Mr. Gerry to breakfaft with us the 
next morning. 


October 30th. 


Immediately after breakfaft the 
fubject was refumed. M. Y. fpoke 
without interruption for near an hour. 
He faid that he was defirous of ma- 
king a laft effort to ferve us, by pro- 
pofing fomething which might ac- 
commodate the differences between 
the two nations; that what he was 
now about to mention had not by 
any means the approbation of the 
Directory ; nor could M. Talleyrand 
undertake further than to make from 
us the propofition to the Directory, 
and ufe his influence for its fuccefs : 
that laft week M. Talleyrand could 
not have ventured to have offered 
fuch propofitions ; but that his fitu- 
ation had been very materially 
changed by the peace with the Em- 

or: by that peace he had acquired 
in ap high degree the confidence of 
the Directory, and now poffeffed 


_ great influence with that body ; that 


he was alfo clofely connected with 
Buonaparte and the generals of the 
army in Italy ; and was to be confi- 


dered as firmly fixed in his poft, at 
leaft for five or fix months: that un- 
der thefe circumftances he could un- 
dertake to offer, in our behalf, pro- 
potitions which before this increafe 
of influence he could not have ha- 
zarded. M. Y. then called our at 
tention to our own fituation, and to 
the force France was capable of 
bringing to bear upon use He faid 
that we were the beft judges of our 
capacity to refift, fo far as depended 
on our own refources, and ought not 
to deceive ourfelves on fo interefting 
a fubje&. The fate of Venice was 
one which might befal the United 
States. But he proceeded to obferve 
it was probable we might rely on 
forming a league with England. If 
we had fuch a reliance it would fail 
us. The fituation of England was 
fuch as to compel Pitt to make 
peace on the terms of Francee A 
variety ot caufes were in operation 
which made fuch an effe& abfolutely 
certain. To fay nothing of the op- 
polition in England to the minifter 
and te the war, an oppofition which 
the fears of the nation would increafe ; 
to fay nothing of a war againft Eng- 
land which was preparing in the 
north; an army of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand men, under the com- 
mand of Buonaparte, fpread upon 
the coaft of France, and aided by all 
the vaft refources of his genius, would 
moft probably be enabled to invade 
England ; in which event their go- 
vernment would be overturned: but 
fhould this invafion not be abfolutely 
effected, yet the alarm it would fpread 
through the nation, the enormous 
expenfe it muft produce, would in- 
fallibly ruin them, if it was to be 
continued ; and would drive them to 
fave themfelves by a peace: that in- 
dependent of this, France poffeffed 
means which would infallibly deftroy 
their bank and their whole paper fyf- 
tem. He faid he knew very well it 
was generally conje€tured that Buo- 
naparte would not leave Italy and 
the army which had conquered under 
him and which adored him: he af- 
fured 
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fured [us that] nothing could be more 
unfounded than the conjeCture ; that 
Buonaparte had for more than ten 
days left Italy for Raftadt, to prefide 
over the Congrefs which was formed 
for adjufting the affairs of the Em- 
_ He faid that Pitt himfelf was 
o confident of the abfolute neceflity 
of peace, that after the naval victory 
over the Dutch, he had fignified his 
readinefs to treat on the fame terms 
which he had offered before that 
action: we could not then rely on 
the affiftance of England. What, 
he afked, would be our fituation if 
peace fhould be made with England 
before our differences with France 
would be accommodated? But, he 
continued, if even England fhould 
be able to continue the war, and 
America fhould unite with her, it 
would not be in our power to injure 
France. We might indeed wound 
her ally ; but if we did it would be 
fo much the worfe for us. After 
having ftated the dangers attending 
us, if we fhould engage in the war, 
he proceeded to the advantages we 
might derive from a neutral fituation: 
oa infifted at large on the wealth 
which would naturally flow into our 
country from the deftruction of Eng- 
land. He next proceeded to detail 
the propofitions which are in fub- 
ftance in the paper annexed, marked 
(A.) except that he infifted that we 
thould engage to ufe our influence 
with our government for the loan. 
He ftated exprefsly, that the propo- 
fitions were to be confidered as made 
by us; that M. Talleyrand would 
not be refponfible for the fuceefs of 
any one of them; he would dnly un- 
dertake to ufe his influence with the 
Directory in fupport of them. The 
propofition, he faid, concerning a 
fufpenfion of hoftilities on the part 
of France, was one which proceeded 
entirely from himfelf; M. Talley- 
rand had not been confulted upon it; 
and he could not undertake to fay 
that that gentleman would confent 
even to lay it before the Directory. 
The propofition for an advance to 
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the government of France of as much 
money as was due from it to our citi- 
zens on contract, and as might be 
determined to be due for veffels im- 
properly captured and condemned, 
was, he faid, indifpenfable: unlefs 
we made that it was unneceffary to 
make any other ; for the others would 
not be received. He expatiated on 
the vaft advantages we fhould derive 
from delay ; it was, he faid, abfo- 
lutely to gain our caufe. He returned 
to the danger of our fituation and 
the policy of making with France 
any accommodation which France 
would affent to. Perhaps, faid he, 
you believe that in returning and 
expofing to your countrymen the un- 
reafonablenefs of the detnands of this 
government, you will unite them in 
their refiftance to thofe demands: 
you are miftaken: you ought to know 
that the diplomatic fkill of France 
and the means fhe poffefles in your 
country, are fufficient to enable her, 
with the French party in America, 
to throw the blame which will attend 
the rupture of the negociations on 
the Federalifts, as you term your- 
felves, but on the Britifh party, as 
France terms you; and you may af- 
fure yourfelves this will be done. 
He concluded with declarations of 
being perfeély difinterefted ; and 
declared, that his only motives for 
fpeaking thus freely were his friend- 
{hip for M. Talleyrand, and his with 
to promote the interefts and peace of 
the United States. We told him 
that the freedom with which he had 
fpoken, and which was agreeable to 
us, would induce us to fpeak freely 
alfo ; and for once to accompany our 
view of the prefent ftate of things 
with a retrofpeé&t of the paft: that 
America was the only nation upon 
earth which felt and had exhibited a 
real friendihip for the Republic of 
France; that among the Empires 
round her, which were compelled to 
bend beneath her power and to obey 
her commands, there was not one 
which had voluntarily acknowledged 
her government, or manifefted for it, 
fpontaneoufly, 
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fpontaneoufly, any mark of regard : 
America alone had ftepped forward 
and given the moft unequivocal proofs 
of a pure and fincere friendfhip, at a 
time when almoft the whole European 
world, when Auftria, Germany, Pruf- 
fia, Ruffia, Spain, Sardinia, Holland, 
and Britain,’ were leagued againft 
France: when her fituation was in 
truth hazardous, and it was danger- 
ous to hold even friendly intercourfe 
with her, America alone ftood for- 
ward, and openly and boldly avowed 
her enthufiafm in favour of the Re- 
public, and her deep and fincere in- 
tereft in its fate. From~that time 
to the prefent, the government and 
people of the United States have 
uniformly manifefted a fincere and 
ardent fiendthip for France, and 
have, as they conceive, in no fingle 
inftance given to this Republic juft 
caufe of umbrage: if they have done 
fo, they wifh it to be pointed out 
to them. After the determination 
of France to break off all regular in- 
tercourfe with them, they have fent 
three Envoys Extraordinary to en- 


deavour to make fuch explanations 


as might produce reconciliation : 
thefe Envoys are prepared to invefti- 
gate, and with to inveftigate any 
meafures which may have given of- 
fence ; and are perfuaded that they 
can entirely juftify the conduct of 
their government. To this diftant, 
unoffending, friendly Republic, what 
is the conduct and the language of 
France ? Wherever our property can 
be found fhe feizes and takes it from 
us; unprovoked, fhe determines to 
treat us as enemies, and our making 
no refiftance produces no diminution 
of hoftility againft us ; fhe abufes and 
infults our government, endeavours 
to weaken it in the eftimation of the 
people, recalls her own minifter, re- 
fufes to receive ours, and when ex- 
traordinary means are taken to make 
fuch explanations, as may do away 
mifunderftandings, and fuch altera- 
tions in the exifting relations of the 
two countries as may be mutually 


fatisfactory and may tend to produce 
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harmony, the Envoys who bear thefe 
powers are not received; they are 
not permitted to utter the amicable 
wifhes of their country ; but, in the 
haughty ftyle of a mafter, they are 
told that unlefs they will pay a fum 
to which their refources fcarcely ex- 
tend, that they may expeét the ven- 
geance of France, and like Venice 
be erafed from the lift of nations ; 
that France will annihilate the only 
free Republic upon earth, and the 
only nation in the univerfe which has 
voluntarily manifefted for her a cor- 
dial and real friendfhip! What im- 
preflion muft this make on the mind 
of America, if without provocation 
France was determined to make war 
upon us, unlefs we purchafed peace ? 
We could not eafily believe that even 
our money would fave us: our inde- 
pendence would never ceafe to give 
offence, and would always furnifh a 
pretext for frefh demands. On the 
advantages of neutrality it was unne- 
ceflary to fay any thing: all the 
efforts of our government were ex- 
erted to maintain it; and we would 
never willingly part with it. With 
refpeét to a political connection with 
Britain, we told him that America 
had never contemplated it. Whether 
the danger he reprefented that go- 
vernment to be in was or was not 
real we fhould not undertake to de- 
cide: Britain we believed had much 
reafon to wifh for peace ; and France 
had much reafon to with for peace 
alfo : if peace already exifted it would 
not change the courfe America would 
purfuee M. Y. manifefted the moft 
exceflive impatience : hé interrupted 
us and faid, ‘This eloquent differtation 
might be true: America might have 
manifefted and he believed had ma- 
nifefted great friendfhip for France, 
and had juft complaints againft her ; 
but he did not come to liften to thofe 
complajnts. The minifter would, on 
our requeft, make for us certain pro- 
pofitions to the Dire&tory; he had 
ftated them to us ; and all the anfwer 
he wifhed was, yes or no; did we 
or did we not folicit the minifter to 

make 
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make the propofitions for us? We 
told him that without going further 
into the difcuffion, we chofe to re- 
mark one or two things: they were, 
that the exifting treaties gave to 
France certain advantages which 
were very effential; that efpecially 
the American coaft afforded a pro- 
tection near two thoufand miles in 
extent to the prizes made by France 
on her enemies, and refufed that 
protection to the prizes taken from 
her; that fhe might be affured, that 
in cafe of war thefe advantages would 
be loft for ever. We alfo told him 
we were convinced that France mif- 
catculated on the parties in America: 
that the extreme injuftice offered to 
our country would unite every man 
againft her. M. X. informed us 
that M. Talleyrand would not con- 
fent even to lay this propofition be- 
fore the Directory without previoufly 
receiving the fifty thoufand pounds, 
or the greater part of it. M. Y. 
left in writing his propofitions, and 
we returned the anfwer annexed and 


marked (B). 
November ist. 


It was at length agreed that we 
would hold no more indirect inter- 
courfe with the government. 


November 3d. 


M. X. called on us, and told Ge- 
neral Pinckney and General Marfhall 
(Mr. Gerry not being within) that 
M. Y. wilhed once more to fee us. 
We anfwered, that we fhould at any 
time be glad to fee M. Y. as a pri- 
vate gentleman : but that if his object 
was only to repeat his propofitions 
Yor money, it was perfectly unnecef- 
fary to do fo ; becaufe on that fub- 
ject it was impoilible for us to change 
the anfwer we had already given. 
We told him further, that we confi- 
dered it as degrading our country to 
carry on further fuch an indireét in- 
tercourfe as we had for fome time 
fubmitted to, and had determined to 
receive no propofitions, unlefs the 
perfons who bore them had acknow- 

Vou. IL 


ledged authority to treat with us. 
He faid that perhaps M. Y. might 
have written powers from the minif- 
ter; and we replied, that if he had 
we fhould receive his communications 
with pleafure. He fpoke of a pro- 
bable peace with England, and, 
having requefted us to be at home in 
the afternoon, left us. 

About three o’clock he came, and 
after fome converfation, in which 
we repeated in fubflance what is 
{tated above, he fhewed us a paper, 
which he faid was a copy of a letter 
prepared for us, by M. Talleyrand, 
requefting an explanation of part of 
the Prefident’s fpeech, and which he 
faid would be fent, unlefs we came 
into the propofitions which had been 
made use We withed to take a copy 
of it, which he declined permitting, 
faying, he was forbidden to allow ite 
We {poke of the letter coming to us 
as a meafure we had no expectation 
of preventing ; and he faid he could 
not underftand that we wifhed it de- 
layed. To which we anfwered, that 
the delay of a few days could not be 
defired, unlefs a hope exifted that 
the Dire&tory might become more 
friendly to our country. He faid 
that intelligence had been received 
from the United States, that if Co- 
lonel Burr and Mr. Madifon had 
conftituted the miffion, the differences 
between the two nations would have 
been accommodated before this time. 
He added, as a fact he was not in- 
ftructed to communicate, that M. 
Talleyrand was preparing a memorial 
to be fent out to the United States, 
complaining of us as being unfriendly 
to an accommodation with France. 
We replied to his intelligence from 
the United States, that the minifter’s 
correfpondents in America took a 
good deal on themfelves, when they 
undertook to fay how the Directory 
would have received Colonel Burr 
and Mr. Madifon; and that with 
refpe&t to the memorial of M. Tal- 
leyrand, it would not be eafy for him 
to convince our countrymen, that 
the ftatements we fhould make were 
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untrue: if, however, we were con- 
fident that our conduct would be 
condemned, M. Talleyrand might 
be affured that the fear of cenfure 
would not induce us to deferve it: 
but that we fhould a& in a manner 
which our own judgments and con- 
{ciences would approve of; and we 
trufted we fhould be fupported by 
the great body of candid and honeft 
men. In this converfation we again 
ftated, that America had taken a 
neutral pofition ; that fhe had faith- 
fully fought to preferve it; that a 
loan of money to one of the bellige- 
rent powers was directly to take part 
in the war; and that to take part in 
the war againft her own judgment 
and will, under the coercion of 
France, was to furrender our inde- 
pendence. 


EXHIBIT A. 


{Enclosed in the Envoys’ Letter of 
November 8th, 1797- No. 2-] 


I, 

The American Envoys fliall re- 
main here for fix months, in the 
fame manner and upon the fame foot- 
ing, with regard™to etiquette, as did 
M. D’Aranjo, the Envoy of Portugal. 


II. 

There fhall be named a commiffion 
of five members, agreeably to a form 
to be eftablifhed, for the purpofe of 
deciding upon the reclamations of 
the Americans, relative to the prizes 
made on them by the French priva- 
teers. 


Ill. 

The American Envoys will en- 
gage, that their government {hall 
pay the indemnifications, or the 
amount of the fums already decreed 
to the American creditors of the 
French Republic, and thofe which 
fhall be adjudged to the claimants 
by the commiffioners. This payment 
thall be made under the name. of an 
advance to the French Republic, who 
fhall repay it in a time and manner 
to be agreed upon. 
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IV. 

One of the American Envoys fhall 
return to America, to demand of his 
government the neceflary powers to 
purchafe, for cafh, the thirty-two 
millions of Dutch refcriptions, be- 
longing to the French Republic, in 
cafe the Envoys fhould conclude a 
treaty which fhall be approved by 
the two nations. 

a Vv. 

In the interval, the definitive 
treaty fhall proceed for the termina- 
tion of all differences exifting between 
the French Republic and the United 
States, fo as that the treaty may be 
concluded immediately on the return 
of the deputy. 


VI. 

The queftion of the role d’equipage 
fhall remain fufpended until the re- 
turn of the deputy, and the cammif- 
fion fhall not pronounce upon any 
reclamation where this point fhall be 
in queftion. 


Vil. 

During the fix months granted for 
the going and returning of the de- 
puty, hoftilities againft the Ameri- 
cans fhall be fufpended as well as 
the procefs for condemnation before 
the tribunals ; and the money of the 
prizes already condemned, in the 
hands of the civil officers of the na- 
tion, fhall remain there, without 
being delivered to the privateers-men, 
until the return of the deputy. 


EXHIBIT B. 


[Received with the Envoys’ Letter 
No. 2. dated 8th November, 1797.) 


The Envoys Extraordinary and 
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the 
United States cannot avoid obferving 
the very unufual fituation in which 
they are placed by the manner in 
which they are alone permitted to 
make communications on the objects 
of their miflion: They are called 
upon to pledge their country to a 
very great amount, to anfwer de- 
mands which appear to them as ex- 

traordinary 
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traordinary as they were unexpected, 
without being permitted to difcufs 
the reafon, the juftice, or the polic 

on which thofe rien are founded, 
and not only without affurances that 
the rights of the United States will 
in future be refpected ; but without 
a document to prove that thofe to 
whom they are required to open 
themfelves without referve, and at 
whofe inftance they are called on to 
facrifice fo much, are empowered, 
even by the minifter, to hold any 
communication with them: Yet fuch 
is the anxious and real folicitude of 
the Envoys to feize any occafion 
which may afford a hope, however 
diftant, of coming to thofe explana- 
tions which they fo much with to 
make with this Republic, that they 
pafs over the uncommon and informal 
modes which have been adopted, and 
will only confider the propofitions 


themfelves. 


I. 

The Minifters of the United States 
will permit no perfonal confiderations 
to influence their negociations with 
the French Republic. Although they 


expected that the extraordinary 
means adopted by their government 
to reconcile itfelf to that of France 
would have been received with fome 
degree of attention, yet they are too 
folicitous to enter upon the important 
and interefting duty of their miffion 
to permit themfelves to be reftrained 
by forms or etiquette. 


II. 
On this article it is believed there 
can be no difagreement. 


Ill. 

This article, as explained, would 
oblige the United States to advance, 
not to their own citizens, but to the 
government of France, fums equiva- 
lent to the depredations made by the 
corfairs of the Republic-on the Ame- 
rican commerce, and to the contracts 
made with their citizens by France ; 
and this advance, inftead of benefiting 
the citizens of the United States, 
would leave them precifely what they 


4st 
now are, the creditors of the French 
Republic: the more extenfive the 
depredations and the more confider- 
able the contracts uncomplied with, 
the more would the government of 
France receive from the United 
States. Independent of thefe objec- 
tions, the Minifters of the United 
States cannot engage to affume, in 
any form, the debts due from France 


to their fellow-citizens: they have 
no fuch power. 


IV. 

If the negociations be opened, and 
the propofitions for a loan, or any 
other propofitions, exceeding the 
powers of the Minifters, be made, 
the government of the United States 
will be confulted thereon with expe- 
dition. 


Vv. 

This, or any propofition having 
for its object the claims of the two 
nations on each other, or an ac- 
commodation of differences, will be 
embraced with ardour by the Minif- 
ters of the United States. 


Vi. 

It cannot efcape notice, that the 
queftion of the role d’equipage may 
involve in it every vefiel taken from 
the United States: the Minifters 
however confider it, and with to take 
it up, as a iubject of negociation. 


VII. 

On this article it is only to be ob- 
ferved, that the feafon of the year is 
fuch, as probably to render a return, 
within fix months, of the Envoy, 
who might fail to the United States, 
impracticable: provifion fhould be 
made for fuch an event. 

If the difficulties attending the 
propofitions for a loan and a compen- 
fation for paft injuries be fuch as to 
require time for their removal, the 
Minifters of the United States pro- 
pofe that the difcuffions on the rela- 
tive fituation of the two countries, 
may commence in the ufual forms ; 
that the relation to each other may 
be fo regulated, as to obviate future 


mifundgr- 
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mifunderftandings ; and that the ad- 
juftment of the claims of the citizens 
of the United States, whofe veffels 
have been captured, may be made 
after a decifion on the point firft 
mentioned. 

No diplomatic gratification can 
precede the ratification of the treaty. 


—_—~o—- 
(No. 3-) 
Paris, November 27th, 1797. 
Dear Sir, 


N the 11th inftant we tranfinit- 
ted the foliewing official letter 
to the Minifter of Foreign Affairs. 


‘* Crvizen MINISTER, 

“ Tue underfigned Envoys Ex- 
traordinary and Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of 
America to the French Republic, 
had the honour of announcing to you 
officially, on the fixth of October, 
their arrival at Paris, and of prefent- 
ing to yeu on the eighth, a copy of 
their letters of credence. Your de- 
claration at that time, that a report 
on American affairs, was then pre- 
paring, and would in a few days be 
laid before the Directory, whofe de- 
cifion thereon fhould, without delay, 
be made known, has hitherto impofed 
filence on them. For this communi- 
cation they have waited with that 
anxious folicitude which fo intereft- 
ing an event could not fail to excite, 
and with that refpe&t which is due 
to the government of France. They 
have not yet received it, and fo much 
time has been permitted to elapfe, fo 
critical is the fituation of many of 
their countrymen, and fo embarraf- 
fing is that of the underfigned, both 
as it refpects themfelves and the go- 
vernment they reprefent, that they 
can no longer difpenfe with the duty 
of foliciting your attention to their 
miffion. 

“ The United States, Citizen Mi- 
nifter, at an epoch which evinced 
their fincerity, have given incontef- 
tible proofs of their ardent friendfhip, 
of their affe¢tion for the French Re- 
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public: thefe were the refult, not of 
her unparalleled prowefs and power, 
but of their confidence in her juftice 
and magnanimity ; and in fuch high 
eftimation was the reciprocity of her 
friendfhip held by them, as to have 
been a primary object of national 
concern. The prefervation of it was 
dear to them, the lofs of it a fubjeé& 
of unfeigned regret, and the recovery 
of it by every meafure, which fhall 
confift with the rights of an indepen- 
dent nation, engages their conftant 
attention. The government of the 
United States, we are authorifed to 
declare, has examined, with the molt 
fcrupulous juftice, its condué towards 
its former friend. It has been led 
to this by a fincere defire to remove 
of itfelf every juft caufe of complaint; 
conceiving that, with the moft up- 
right intentions, fuch caufe may pof- 
fibly exift ; and although the ftricteft 
fearch has produced no felf reproach, 
although the government is confcious 
that it has uniformly fought to pre- 
ferve, with fidelity, its engagements 
to France, yet far from withing to 
exercife the privilege of judging for 
itfelf on its own courfe of reafoning 
and the lights in its own poffeflion, 
it invites fair and candid difcuffion ; 
it folicits a reconfideration of the 
paft; it is perfuaded its intentions, 
its views, and its aétions muft have 
been mifreprefented and mifunder- 
ftood ; it is convinced that the effen- 
tial interefts of both nations will be 
promoted by reconciliation and peace, 
and it cherifhes the hope of meeting 
with fimilar difpofitions on the part 
of the Dire@tory. 

**’ Guided by thefe fentiments, the 
Prefident of the United States has 
given it in charge to the underfigned 
to ftate to the Executive Directory 
the deep regret which he feels at the 
lofs or fufpenfi-.« of the harmony and 
friendiy intercourfe which fubfifted 
between the two republics, and his 
fincere with to reftore them; to dif- 
cufs candidly the complaints of 
France, and to offer frankly thofe 
of the United States: and he has 
authorifed 





authorifed a review of exifting treaties 
and fuch alterations thereof as {hall 
confift with the mutual intereft and 
fatisfaction of the contracting parties. 

“ This tafk the underligned are 
anxious to commence; and truly 
happy will they be, if their exertions 
can in any degree contribute to re- 
ftore that friend(hip, that mutual in- 
terchange of good offices which it is 
alike their wifh and their duty to 
effet between the citizens of the two 
republics. 

“ The underfigned pray you, Ci- 
tizen Minifter, to prefent this com- 
munication to the Executive Direc- 
tory, and to receive the affurances of 
their moft perfeét confideration. 


(Signed) 
CuaritesCotreswortH PINcKNEy, 
» MarsHALL, 
ILBRIDGE GERRY. 
Paris, November 1 ith, in the =; 
year of American Independence. 


To the Minifter of Foreign Affairs 
of the French Republic.” 


No anfwer having been given to 
it on the 21ft inftant, we requefted 
Major Rutledge to wait on the Mi- 
nifter, and enquire of him whether 
he had communicated the letter to 
the Directory, and whether we might 
expect an anfwer: he replied that 
he had fubmitted our letter to them, 
and that they would direct him what 
fteps to purfue, of which we fhould 
be informed. We have not however 
hitherto received any official intima- 
tion relative to this bufinefs: we are 
not yet received ; and the condemna- 
tion of our veffels for want of a role 
d’equipage is unremittingly continu- 
ed. Frequent and urgent attempts 
have been made to inveigle us again 
into negociation with perfons not of- 
ficially authorifed, of which the ob- 
taining of money is the bafis: but 
we have perfifted in declining to have 
any further communication relative 
to diplomatic bufinefs with perfons 
of that defcription ; and we mean to 
adhere to this determination. We 


are forry to inform you, that the 
prefent difpofition of the government 
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of this country appears to be as un- 
friendly toward ours as ever, and tha: 
we have very little profpe&t of fuc- 
ceeding in our miffion. 
We have the honour to be 
Your mot obedient humble fervants, 
CuarLesCoresworts PINCKNEY, 
J- Marsua ct, 
E. Gerry. 
Col. PicKERING. 
_————a 
(No. 4.) 
Paris, December 24th, 1797. 
Dear Sir, 


WE. have not yet received any 
anf{wer to our official letter to 


the Minifter of foreign affairs, dated 
the eleventh of laft month, and men- 
tioned in number three: but reiter- 
ated attempts have been made to 
engage us in negociation with perfons 
not officially authorifed ; and you will 
find by the Exhibits marked A, B, 
and C, herewith fent, fome impor- 
tant information relative to the views 
and intentions of the French govern- 
ment with refpect to ours. We are 
all of opinion, that if we were to 
remain here for fix months longer, 
without we were to ftipulate the pay- 
ment of money, and a great deal of 
it, in fome fhape or other, we fhould 
not be able to effectuate the objects 
of our miffion, fhould we be even 
officially received: unlefs the pro- 
jected attempt on England was to 
fail, or a total change take place in 
the perfons who at prefent direct the 
afiairs of this government. In this 
fituation of matters, we are de- 
termined, by the tenth of next 
month, fhould they remain as they 
are, to tranfmit another letter to the 
minifter, reprefenting, as far as may 
be expedient, the views of our go- 
vernment. 

We have the honour to be, with great 
refpe& and regard, your moft obedient 
humble fervaunts, 
CuariesCoreswortu Pinckney, 

- MARSHALL, 
GERRY. 

Col. PicKeRInc, 

Secretary of State. 

EXHIBIT 
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EXHIBIT A. 


(Enclosed in the Envoys’ Letter, 
No. 4:) 


On the 14th of December, M. X. 
called on me, in order, as he faid, 
to gain fome information relative to 
fome Jandsin -« « © «© © «© « 
purchafed by . »« « « «© for 
whom . Soon afterwards 
General Marfhall came in, and then 
Mr. Gerry’s carriage drove into the 
yard. Here's Mr. Gerry, faid Ge- 
neral Marfhall. I am glad of it, 
faid M. X. for I wifhed to meet all 
of you gentlemen, to inform yor that 
M. Y. had another meflage to you 
from M. Talleyrand. I immediately 
expreffed my furprife at it, as M. 
Talleyrand, M. Y. and he, all knew 
our determination to have no further 
communication on the fubject of our 
miffion, with perfons not officially 
authorifed. He replied, that deter- 
mination was made fix weeks ago; 
and it was prefumed that we had 
changed our opinion. I faid that I 


had not; and I did not believe my 


colleagues had. At that moment 
Mr. Gerry entered the room, and I 
privately acquainted him with the 
objec of M. X.’s vifit. General 
Martfhall, Mr. Gerry, and myfelf 
then withdrew into another room ; 
and immediately agreed to adhere to 
our former refolution. M. X. was 
then called in; when I acquainted 
him, in a few words, with our deter- 
mination : and Mr. Gerry expatiated 
more at large on the propriety of our 
acting in this manner, and on the 
very unprecedented way in which we 
had been treated, fince our arrival. 
On the twentieth of December, a 
lady, who is well acquainted with 
M. Talleyrand, exprefied to me her 
concern, that we were {till in fo un- 
fettled a fituation: but, adds fhe, 
why will not you lend us money? If 
you would but make us a Joan, all 
matters would be adjufted: and fhe 
added, when you were contending 
for your revolution, we lent you mo- 
ney. I mentioned the very great 


APPENDIX OF STATE PAPERS. 


difference there was between the 
fituation of the two countries at 
that period and the prefent ; and the 
very different circumftances under 
which the loan was made us, and the 
Joan was now demanded from us. 
She replied, we do not make a de- 
mand; we think it more delicate 
that the offer fhould come from you : 
but M. Talleyrand has mentioned to 
me (who am furely not in his confi- 
dence) the neceflity of your making 
us a loan: and I know that he has 
mentioned it to two or three others ; 
and that you have been informed of 
it: and I will affure you, that if you 
remain here fix months longer, you 
would not advance a fingle ftep fur. 
ther in your negociations, without a 
loan. If that is the cafe, I replied, 
we may as well goaway now. Why 
that poflibly, faid fhe, might lead to 
a rupture; which you had better 
avoid: for we know we have a very 
confiderable party in America, who 
are ftrongly in our intereft.—Thefe 
is no occafion to enter into a further 
detail of the converfation. I have only 
noted this part of it as expreflive of 
what I believe (as far as relates to 
the loan and a party in America in 
their favour) to be the fentiments of 
the French government with regard 
to Us. 


Cuaries CoreswontuH PINCKNEY. 
December 21st, 1797. 


EXHIBIT B. 


[Enclosed in the Envoys’ Letter, 
No. 4)- 
F.xtraé&t from Gen. Marfhall’s Journal. 
December 17th, 1797. I ftepped 
into Mr. Gerry’s apartment, where 
Ifaw M. Y. He exprefled his regret 
at having been difabled to dine with 
us at M. de Beaumarchais, by an 
inveterate tooth-ache. He then afked 
me whether I had feen M. de Beau- 
marchais lately? I told him, not 
fince he dined with us; and that he 
had left us much indifpofed. He 
then obferved, that he not had known 
until lately that 1 was the wane 
or 
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for that gentleman in his caufe 
againft the ftate of Virginia; and 
that M. de Beaumarchais, in confe- 
quence of that circumftance, had ex- 
preffed fentiments of high regard for 
me. I replied, that M. de Beau- 
marchais’ caufe was of great magni- 
tude, very uncertain iffue,—and con- 
fequently that a portion of the intereft 
he felt in it would very naturally be 
transferred to his advocate. He im- 
mediately faid (low and apart) that 
M. de Beaumarchais had confented, 
provided his claim could be eftablith- 
ed, to facrifice fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling of it, as the private gratifi- 
cation which had been required of 
us: fo that the gratification might 
be made without any actual lofs to 
the American government. I an- 
fwered, that a gratification on any 
terms, or in any form, was a fubject 
which we approached with much fear 
and difficulty, as we were not autho- 
rifed by our government to make 
one ; nor had it been expected that 
one would be neceflary : that I could 
not undertake to fay whether my 
colleagues would confent to it, in 
any ftate of things; but I could un- 
dertake to fay, no one of us would 
confent to it, unlefs it was preceded 
or accompanied by a full and entire 
recognition of the claims of our citi- 
zens, and a fatisfactory arrangement 
on the objects of our miffion. He 
{aid it was in the expectation of that 
event only that he mentioned it. 
We parted: and I ftated the conver- 
fation to General Pinckney, who 
was difinclined to any ftipulation of 
the fort, and confidered it as a re- 
newal of the old reprobated fy{tem 
of indire&, unauthorifed negociation. 

Having been originally the counfel 
of M. de Beaumarchais, I had deter- 
mined, and fo I informed General 
Pinckney, that I would not, by my 
voice, eftablifh any agreement in his 
favour; but that I would pofitively 
oppofe any admiffion of the claim of 
any French citizen, if not accompa- 
nied with the admiffion of the claims 
ef the American citizens of property 
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captured and condemned for want of 
a role d’equipage. My reafon for 
conceiving that this ought to be 
{tipulated exprefsly, was a conviction 
that if it was referred to commiffion- 
ers, it would be committing abfo- 
lutely to chance as complete a right 
as any individuals ever poffeffed. 
General Pinckney was againft admit- 
ting the claim at any rate. 

_ After my return, Mr. Gerry came 
into my room, and told me that M. 
Y. bad called on him, to accompany 
him on a vifit to M. Talleyrand ; 
that he propofed feeing M. Talley- 
rand, and returning the civility of 
the dinner; and endeavouring to 
bring about fome intercourfe between 
him and us. 

December 18. General Pinckney 
and Mr. Gerry met in my room; 
and Mr. Gerry detailed to us the 
converfations mentioned in our public 
letter. The propofition relative to 
the claim of M. de Beaumarchais is 
entirely different from my under- 
ftanding of it, in the very brief ftate- 
ment made to me by M. Y. We 
refolved that we would rigidly adhere 
to the rule we had adopted, to enter 
into no negociation with perfons not 
formally authorifed to treat with us. 
We came alfo te the determination 
to prepare a letter to the Minifter of 
Foreign Relations, ftating the objec 
of our miffion and difcufling the fub- 
jects of difference between the two 
nations, in like manner as if we had 
been actually received ; and to clofe 
the letter with requefting the govern- 
ment to open the negociation with 
us, or to grant us our paffports. 


EXHIBIT C. 
[Enclosed in the Envoys’ Letter, 
No. 4.) 


December 13. Mr. Gerry acci- 
dentally, calling on General Pinckney, 
found M. X. and was foon informed 
that his obje€& was to obtain another 
interview between the minifters and 
M. Y. on the affairs of their miffion. 


General Marfha!l happening alfo to 
be 
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be there, we retired into another 
room, and immediately agreed to 
adhere to our former determination, 
not to have any more informal com- 
municationss M. X. having been 
called in, General Pinckney . briefly 
communicated our determination: 
and Mr. Gerry obferved, that he 
was much hurt by this propolition ; 
that the minifters had already pro- 
ceeded farther in this mode of com- 
munication than perhaps they could 
jultify; that they had refufed, fix 
weeks ago, to renew it; and that 
fome regard ought to be paid to their 
feelings, which had been fufficiently 
mortified ; that the propofition was 
difrefpe€tful to the Envoys, as it be- 
trayed a belief that they had loft the 
fenfe of their dignity, and were in- 
deed incompetent to their office ; that 
had there been but one Envoy Ex- 
traordinary, he ought to have had an 
audience in a few days; and that for 
three to remain between two and 
three monthis in this fituation, was 
too humiliating, too debafing for 
any nation to fubmit to it; that for 
his own part, had he been fent to 
any other nation in Europe, with 
two other Envoys, he would not have 
confented to have remained in fuch 
a ftate ten days; that knowing the 
great defire of the government and 
nation of the United States to be at 
peace with France, he had, with his 
colleagues, fubmitted to this indig- 
nity, at the rifque of the fevere cen- 
fure of the former—Having alfo 
enguired of M. X. at what time M. 
Talleyrand could be feen, the former 
faid he would enquire of M. Y. who 
on the 16th in the evening, fent, in 
Mr. Gerry’s abfence from his lodg- 
ings, a billet as follows: “* M. Y. 
has the honour to prefent his refpedcts 
to Mr. Gerry, and to inform him 
that he will have the honour to wait 
on him to-morrow morning, at ten 
o'clock, to go together to the Minifler 
of Foreign Relations. He is with 
refpe&” &c. On the morning of 
the 17th M. Y. came in while Mr. 
Gerry was at breakfalt, not having 
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received an anfwer to his note: and 
Mr. Marfhall coming in, M. Y. 
took him afide and conferred with 
him a confiderable time ; after which 
the former and the reft of the family 
left the room: and M. Y. and Mre 
Gerry being together, Mr. Gerry 
told him that his obje& in feeing M.- 
Talleyrand was to return a civility, 
by requefting him to fix a day for 
dining with Mr. Gerry, who intended 
to invite his colleagues ;. by this in- 
terview to promote, if poiffible, a 
better underftanding between the 
Minifter and the American Envoys ; 
and Mr. Gerry alfo propofed to con- 
fer with the Minifter on the difagree- 
able fituation the Envoys were in, 
and to ftate to him fome reports 
which appeared to be founded, re- 
{pecting a propofition before the Di- 
rectory for fending off all Americans 
in a fhort period: but Mr. Gerry 
added, that he could not hear a word 
on the fubject of the miffion, or the 
preliminaries to a negociation; as 
the Envoys had determined unani- 
moufly againft any informal commu- 
nications on the fubje&t. M. Y. in 
anfwer faid, that Mr. Marfhall had 
juft heard him on a fubje& of this 
kind; and that we might confider 
it, as he did, merely as a converfation 
between ourfelves. He then ftated 
that two meafures which M. Talley- 
rand propofed being adopted, a refto- 
ration of friendihip between the re- 
publics would follow immediately ; 
the one was a gratuity of fifty thou- 
fand pounds fterling, the other a 
purchafe of thirty two million of the 
Dutch refcriptions: that as to the 
firft, M. de Beaumarchais had reco- 
vered in a caufe depending in Virgi- 
nia, between that fate and himfelf, 
one hundred and forty-five thoufand 
pounds fterling; that there was an 
appeal from the judgment; that he 
would fign an aét to relinquifh forty. 
five thoufand pounds, if the whole 
fhould be finally recovered, leaving 
only one hundred thoufand pounds 
for himfelf; that the forty-five thou- 
fand pounds might accrue to the 

United 











United States, who would, in that 
cafe, lofe but a fimall part of the fifty 
thoufand pounds ; that the purchafe 
of fixteen millions of refcriptions 
would amount to but one million 
thrée hurdred and thirty-three thou- 
fand [pounds] fix fhillings and eight 
pence fterling, which, with an intereft 
of five per cent. would be certainly 
paid by the government of Holland 
to the United States, and leave them 
without any lofs; that more than 
half the fum may now be hired in 
Holland, on the credit of the refcrip- 
tions, and an eafy arrangement be 
made for payment by fhort inftal- 
ments, which might be obtained alfo 
by a loan; that it was worthy the 
attention of the Envoys to confider, 
whether by fo fmall a facrifice they 
would eftablith a peace with France, 
or whether they would rifk the con- 
fequences ; that if nothing could be 
done by the Envoys, arrangement 
would be made forthwith to ravage 
the coafts of the United States by 
frigates from St. Domingo; that 
fmall ftates which had offended France 
were fuffering by it; that Hamburg 
and other cities in that quarter would 
within a month or two have their 
governments changed ; that Switzer- 
land would undergo the fame opera- 
tion; and that Portugal would pro- 
bably be in a worfe predicament ; 
that the expedition againft England 
would be certainly purfued ; and that 
the prefent period was the moft fa- 
vourable, if we wifhed to adopt any 
meafure for a pacification—Mr. 
Gerry, in anfwer, faid, that if the 
French were difpofed to purfue with 
vengeance the United States, they 
might perhaps ravage their coafts and 
injure them in this way, but they 
never could fubdue them: the mea- 
fure he thought utterly impracticable, 
even if attempted by France and her 
allies) To which M. Y. affented. 
Mr. Gerry obferved further, that the 
ravages alluded to would undoubtedly 
clofely conne& the United States 
and Great Britain, and prevent the 
former from returning to the friend- 
Vor. I. 
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fhip which they have ever had for 
France ; that as to the propofitions, 
he fhould exprefs no opinion on them; 
that his fituation and that of his col- 
leagues was-extremely difficult ; that 
the Directory were exclufively preju- 
diced againft the government of the 
United States, and confidered thenmt 
as the friends of Great Britain ; that 
if the Envoys could have an oppor- 
tunity of being heard, they could re- 
move fuch impreflions, and fhow that 
the government were the friends of 
France as much as of Great Britain ; 
but that the Envoys were now in the 
moft painful fituation;. that they 
were treated, in the eyes of all Eu- 
rope and of the American govern- 
ment and nation, with the utmoft 
contempt, and were fubmitting to 
indignities which they could not re- 
concile to their feelings or juftify to 
their conftituents. M. Y. faid that 
the obfervations were juft; but that 
the American Envoys had not expe- 
rienced worfe treatment than other 
minifters, nor indeed as bad; that 
the Envoy of Portugal was again or- 
dered to depart ; and that but little 
ceremony was obferved to the Envoys 
in general. M. Y. and Mr. Gerry 
then took a ride to M. Talleyrand’s 
Bureau, who received them politely : 
and after being feated, Mr. Gerry 
obferved to M. Talleyrand, in Eng- 
lifh, flowly, that M. Y. had ftated 
to him that morning fome propofitions 
as coming from M. Talleyrand, re- 
fpecting which Mr. Gerry could give 
no opinion: that his object at this 
interview was, to requeft of him in- 
formation whether he would fix a 
time for taking a dinner with Mr. 
Gerry, at which he propofed to in- 
vite his colleagues ; that he wifhed 
for more frequent interviews of fome 
kind or other between himfelf and 
the Envoys; conceiving that many 
imaginary difficulties which obftruct- 
ed the negociation would vanifh by 
this means; and that thofe which 
were real would be furmounted : that 
conceiving the delicate part which 
the Minifter of France had to act 
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at this time, he did not wifh M. 
Talleyrand to accept the invitation 
if it would fubje& him to inconve- 
niences: that he wifhed to {peak on 
another fubje& ; and it was painful 
to him to acknowledge that the pre- 
carious fituation of the Envoys was 
fuch as to render it impoffible for 
them to take meafures for decent 
arrangements ; that a fhort time fince 
he had fuppofed meafures were taking 
a favourable turn; but that lately 
he had received, from various quar- 
ters, information of a report made 
by the Minifter of the interior, and 
under the confideration of the Direc- 
tory, for fending all Americans from 
Paris in twenty-four hours; that he 
could not be refponfible for the truth 
of the information, but it appeared 
to him, as well from the various 
quarters from which it came, as from 
the intelligence of the perfon who 
gave it, to be highly probable ; that 
if this was the cafe, it was unnecef- 
fary for the Direétory, as he con- 
ceived, to pafs any arréte, as it re- 
fpef&ted the Envoys, for that they 
would depart from Paris whenever 
it was hinted as the with of the Di- 
rectory; that for his own part he 
fhould feel more at eafe, until we 
were received, to refide in a city of 
fome other nation than that of France; 
and to return to Paris on notice that 
the Directory were difpofed to open 
the negociation. M. Talleyrand ap- 
peared to be very uneafy at this de- 
claration ; but avoided faying a word 
on it. He faid that the information 
M. Y. had given me was jult, and 
might always be relied on: but that 
he would reduce to writing his pro- 
pofitions ; which he accordingly did; 
and after he had fhown them to Mr. 
Gerry, he burnt the paper. The 
fubftance was as follows. [See No. 
1. below. ] ; 

He then faid, that he accepted of 
the invitation ; that he would dine 
with him the decade after the pre- 
fent, in which he was engaged. 

Mr. Gerry did not repeat all that 
he had faid to M. Y. having no doubt 
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he would communicate the whole to 
M. Talleyrand. And, after expref- 
fing a friendfhip for the French Re- 
public, and a warm defire to renew 
the former attachment of the two 
republics, which M. Talleyrand 
warmly reciprocated, M. Gerry bid 
M. Talleyrand adieu; leaving with 
him M. Y. 
( No. 1) 

‘That the Envoys fhould come for- 
ward generally and fay : 

“ France has been ferviceable to 
the United States, and now they 
with to be ferviceable to France : 
underftanding that the French Re- 
public has fixteen million of Dutch 
refcriptions to fell, the United States 
will purchafe them at par, and will 
give her further affiftance when in 
their power. 

“ The firft arrangement being 
made, the French government will 
take meafures for reimburfing the 
equitable demands of America arifing 
from prizes, and to give free naviga- 
tion to their fhips in future.” 

———_ 


(No. 5-) 
Paris, January 8th, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


WE embrace an unexpected op- 
portunity to fend you the 


“ Redacteur” of the fifth inflant, 
containing the meflage of the Direc- 
tory to the Council of Five Hundred, 
urging the neceflity of a law to de- 
clare as good prize, all neutral {hips 
having on board merchandizes and 
commodities, the production of Eng- 
land, or of the Englifh poffeffions, 
that the flag, as they term it, may 
no longer cover the property :—And 
declaring further that the ports of 
France, except in cafe of diftrefs, 
fhali be fhut againft all neutral fhips, 
which, in the courfe of their voyage, 
fhall have touched at an Englifh port. 
A commitlion has been appointed to 
report on the meffage, and it is ex- 
pected that a decree will be paffed in 
conformity to it. 


Nothing 
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Nothing new has occurred fince 
eur laft, in date of the twenty-fourth 
ultimo. We can only repeat that 
there exifts no hope of our being 
officially received by this government, 
or that the objects of our miflion will 
be in any way accomplifhed. 

We have the honour to be, 
With great refpec, 
Your moft obedient fervants, 
CrariesCotresworth PINCKNEY, 
J- Marsna.t, 
E. Gerry. 
Timorur Pickerinc, Esq. 


Postscript to a triplicate of the En- 
voys’ Letter No. 5. received 30th 
March, 1798. 


The law above mentioned has been 
paffed unanimoufly by the Council of 
Five Hundred, and we inclofe a 
journal containing the account.— 
There is no doubt, but that it will 
be adopted, without oppofition by 
the Council of Ancients. 

—[— 


TRANSLATION. 


Message to the Council of Five Hun- 
dred, of the 15th Nivose, 6th year, 
(ath of Fan. 1798.) 

CrTizens REPRESENTATIVES, 

O* this day, the fifteenth of Ni- 

vofe, and at the very hour at 
which the Executive Directory ad- 
dreffes this meflage to you, the mu- 
nicipal adminiftrators, the juitices of 
the peace, the commiffaries of the 

DireGtory, and the fuperintendants 

of the cuftoms, are proceeding, in 

all the chief places of the depart- 
ments, in all the ports, and in all 
the principal communes of the re- 
public, to feize the Englifh merchan- 
dize now in France, or introduced 
into its territory, in contravention of 
the law of the tenth Brumaire, fifth 

year (O&. 31ft, 1796.) 

Such is the firft act by which, now 
that peace is given to the continent, 
the war declared long fince againft 
England, is about to affume the real 
character which becomes ite The 
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French will not fuffer a power, which 
feeks to found its profperity upon the 
misfortune of other nations, to raife 
its commerce upon the ruin of that 
of other ftates, and which, afpiring 
to the dominion of the fras, withes 
to introduce, every where, the arti- 
cles of its own manufacture, and to 
receive nothing from foreign induftry 
—any longer to enjoy the fruit of its 
guilty {peculations. 

_ The Englith government has kept 
in pay, during the war, the coalefced 
forces, with the produce of its manu- 
factures. It has violated all the 
principles of the law of nations, in 
order to fhackle the relations of neu- 
tral powers ; it has caufed to be feized 
the provifions, corn, and commodi- 
ties, which it fuppofed to be deftined 
for France: it has declared contra- 
band every thing which it thought 
could be ufeful to the republic: It 
defired to ftarve it. All the citizens 
call for vengeance. 

When it had to fear the capture 
of veffels failing under its flag, it 
corrupted foreign captains to induce 
them to take on board their veffels 
Englith merchandize, and thus to 
introduce it, by ftratagem, by fraud, 
or otherwife, into other ftates, and 
efpecially into the French Republic. 

The neutral powers fhould have 
perceived, that, by this condu&, their 
merchants took part in the war, and 
that they lent ailiftance to one of the 
belligerent powers. 

We ferve a party, as well when 
we procure for it the means of aug- 
menting its forces, as when we unite 
ourfelves to thofe which it has. The 
neutral powers fhould have perceived, 
that, England, by ftopping the vef- 
fels of other powers, laden in their 
refpective ports, and deftined for 
France, by permitting articles comming 
from her own manutfactories alone to 
circulate, aimed at an exclufive com- 
merce, and that it would be neceffary 
to feek reparation for fuch an at- 
tempt. 

The ordinance of the marine, and 
the regulation of 1704, have declared 
lawful 
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lawful prize, the veffels and their 
cargoes in which is found Englith 
merchandize belonging to enemies. 
Thefe provifions fhould be extended. 
The intereft of Europe requires it. 

The Directory thinks it urgent 
and neceffary to pafs a law declaring 
that the character of veffels, relative 
to their quality of neutral or enemy, 
fhall be determined by their cargo, 
and the cargo fhall be no longer co- 
vered by the flag: in confequence, 
that every vefiel found at fea, hax ing 
on board ‘Englith provifions and mer- 
chandize as her cargo, in whole or 
in part, fhail be declared lawful prize, 
whofoever may be the proprictor of 
thefe provifiens or merchandize ; 
which fhall be reputed contraband, 
for this caufe alone, that they come 
from England or her poffeffions. 

It would be ufeful to declare, at 
the fame time, that except in the cafe 
of diftrefs, the ports of the republic 
fhall be fhut to all foreign veflels, 
which, in the courfe of their voyage, 
fhall have entered thofe of England. 

The Executive Directory requetts 
you, Citizens Re -prefentatives, to 
adopt thefe meafures. No neutral 
or allied power can miftake their ob- 
ject, nor complain of them, unlefs 
it be already abandoned to England. 
The infallible effeét of the meafure 
is to enhance the value of the produce 
of their own foil and induftry, to in- 
creale the profperity of their com- 
merce, to repel every thing that comes 
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from England, and effentially to in- 
fluence the conclufion of the war. 

Such are the motives which induce 
the Executive Directory to invite 
you, Citizens Reprefentatives, to 
take the object of this meflage into 
the moft prompt confideration. 

(Signed,) 
P. BARRAS, Prefident, 
LAGARDE, Secretary-General. 


Plain of a decree reported by M. Villers 
to the Council of Five Hundred, in 
its sitting of the 11th of January, 
1798, translated from a Paris pa- 
per entitled Journal du Soir, of the 
same day, enclosed in the triplicate 
of the Envoys’ Letter, No. 5. dated 
8th Fanuary, 1798- 

“ Firft, The character of a veffel, 
relative to the quality of neuter or 
enemy, is determined by her cargo. 

*“ In confequence, every velfel 
loaded in whole or in part with Eng- 
lifh merchandize, is declared lawful 
prize, whoever the owner of the faid 
merchandize may be. 

“ ad, Every foreign veffel which, 
in the courfe of her voyage, fhall! 
have entered an Englfh port, thall 
not enter France, except in cafe of 
diftrefs: fhe fhall depart thence as 
foon as the caufes of her entry fhall 
have ceafed.” 

This decree was immediately and 
unanimoufly adopted. 


INDEX. 





INDEX. 


ORIGINAL PROSE. 
A. 
American Giant, Account of a 
young 


Bell » Humphreys, A law cafe 

Blackhead, Account of his newly 
invented noitrum 263 

Butter, Mode of preventing the gar- 
licky tafte in 


302 


Caterpillar, A curious fpecies of 206, 

Cats and Kittens, A Fable........... 

Charity, An Effay 

Chriftian Morals, Do unto others 
as you Would AC. ..........ccssesseeseseees 

Contraft 


Debt, Effays on Imprifonment for 


295» 
Drawing, Effays on..............0. 


- Ufefulnefs of a know ledge 
of the art of 


Earthquake in Canada, Hint rela- 


Effence of Pitch-Fork, Account of a q 
new Medicine called .................04 
F. 
Fire Buckets, Improvements in 
Fire Places, C. W. Peale’s improve- 
| LS TE Ce 
Franklin, Original Anecdote of Dr. 
Fruit, On the prefervation of 
G. 
Garlick, Mode of freeing milk from 
the tafte of 
Giant, Account of a young American 204 
H. 
Happinefs, Effay o1...........cccceceseves 327 
Hebrew Prophecy, found at Paris, 
Tranflation of 
Proofs of the truth of 
Hope, An Effay 


Ice, Refutation of a miftaken opinion 
concerning 

Improvements, Hint on 

Impulfes, Effay on fudden 

Infidelity of certain modern writers, 
Remarks on 


L. 
Law, Effay on the profeffion of....... 


165 
Law cafes, Reports of 


105, 237 


Eagle quitam 





&c. Lunardi 


Richard Macwill, A “Tale from the 
Italian 
Man at Home 1, 33» 55, 99» 133 
467, 193, 335, 357, ap» 320 35% 303 
Moivre, Memoirs of Milfs De.. 101, 133 
257, 289 


Natural Hiftory, Letter on the ex- 
tent and ufefulnefs of 
Noftrums, Remarks on the ufe of... 


Oratory, thoughts on 

Originality, Effay on 

Original Letters, A feries of... 364, 
P 


Parifian, in 1781, Ideas of, Traaf- 
lated from the French 

Pennfylvania Hofpital, Remarks on 

Phyfician, Advice to a young 

Portr aiture, An Efisy . 


Quack Medicine, BN. ire account 
OE OE SEB cic pectertcsesemeteccctnasesceie 2 

Queries refpeéting cock-roaches, 
{moked meat, and warming rooms 140 

Rights of Women, A Dialogue 198, 231 

? 271, 299 

Rumford, Life of Count 

S. 
.. 161, 196, 226, 261, 291, 319 


355+ 397 
Scotland, on the diffufion of know- 


Schemer.. 


6 

Sick Widow, 

the Italian 
Sky-Walk, A New Work announced 

for publication 
———_—— Extract from... 228 
Sleep, Thoughts on 12 
Sunday, What is it? ...........cccceceeee 393 

T. 
Tedyufcung, Anecdotes of 393 
Theatres, Effays on 293, 323, 357, 36° 
3 


The Times, Remarks on the ufe of 


35 
A Moral Tale, from 


Ubiquitarian 
172, 200, 235, 269, 294, 331, Amy 2 
The Unhappy Man, A Tale 
V 


Water, Effay on 
——— 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 
A. 
Addrefs to the owner of a finging bird 28 
- to the Moon 
- toa Robin 
' B. 
Birth-Day Ode, Lines occafioned by 
a requeft for 
Black Cattle, Epiftle to the holders of 1 56 
Cc. 


Contentment 
Country feat, near -Philadelphia, 
Sonnet OM ......000008 Lecttssstnsevtighiinnétt 285 











462 


E. 
Ecclefiafticus, Paraphraftical Verfifi- 








cation of ‘‘'h- of the forty-third 
Chapter OF............ccsesrsereessenereseee 92 
Enigma by a young Lady................ 94 
« Solution OF .......0seecceeceerreeees 188 
TEAABII .......0020.-c0rccreressenrersreqrarsecesagses 126 
- Solution Of ..........s.ssesessessees 157 
Falls of the Paflaic .......:cceseerseeeneee 379 
Fortune, by a young Lady.............. 379 

Fox Hunters, Loving and panegyri- 
cal addrefs to certain ...........0-+++ 315 


Friends’ meeting, Meditations at.... 411 
H 


Hope, Lines on, by a Lady... 





157 

© ABA eTS 20..........0r0-ccceeeereeenrees 254 

Love Letter, Original eacigneineseviltagets 187 

Liew Gt FUG nc ciccseomncssseossresincnpercnsce 316 
M 


Meditations at a Friends’ meeting ... 411 


Negroes, Brief, Familiar, and Com- 


forting Epiftle to the holders of... 156 + 





Night, Lines OM..........ssseccsresrseessenes 124 
oO. 

Ode to Spring’ ........-cereeeseeseersereeenes g8t 
P. 

Parody of the Sonneton acountry feat 316 

Paffaic, On the falls of................00-+- 379 

Poem on the death of a Young Lady 253 

SINE sinsccutineisiphienicé tonghie 254 

Pfalm, Paraphrafe of parts of the 

CIID eenscncitinschectecinitaentemreees 347 
R. 

"TG TEE ikssnstecscocbacesrnbalshiniieesves 411 
The Rofe, By a Young Lady ..........-- 188 
S. 

To Sleep .......cscccsecesscereesoessoesesensneesenes 380 


occafioned by the preceding 380 
occafioned by the fame...... 380 











Sonnet, ona country feat near Phila- 
IED pischpnevceoserconcsssnonveencveedevesoyet 285 
ci 316 
Spring, Oe 10 .....0..-..ccecrcecsecrsseersores 381 
Ss 
).  , ae oe freseiecnbuinete 188 
On Time, by a Gentleman ............... 412 
Anfwer by a Lady........... 412 
U. 

Verfes to a young friend...............0+. 125 
Union, Addrefled to Maria.............. 285 
Ww. 

WUE ncbnicibceeeinadiliartersieseisenreee 61 
Y. 

Yarnal, On the death of Peter........ 348 
Young Friend, Verfes to a.............. 125 
Young Lady, Poem on the Death of 253 


——. 
SELECTED PROSE. 


A. 
Agricultural Experiments on Plafter 
OF FUR see ccocessicinentecsegeenethepagaocescance 369 








INDEX. 


Agricultural Improvement .............. 42 
Alexander VI. Anecdote of............ 37 
Ambition, Effay om ...............ccceeceees 19 


Anecdotes 27, 53, 56, 80, 124, 187, 219, 


284, 404, 410, 
Animal of Cuddalore, Account of 245 


April, from Dr. Aikin.,..........00.. 332 
Arrow root, Account of................. 42 
Art of medicine in Sumatra............ 84 
Artificial nofes, Indian mode of 
ID anteesicerentiaiblanniestabianltie 217 
Arts, Origin and Progrefs of.......... 310 
Arts, inventions and improvements 
. 339» 366 
B. 
Bank of the United States, Defcrip- 
NN OE ni ce a a aad 8 
Battle between a ferpent and a bird .. 212 
——-- between two black fnakes ..... 251 


Beggars at Munich, Taking up of the 403 
Benedictions at a Jewifh marriage... 314 
Benevolence of Montefquieu, An in- 


OE Snactentitincvintesesl oneness 404 
Bengalefe, Religious ftate of the .... 312 
Ben Sira, Proverbs of ...............:.000 117 
Birds, Method of preferving....... os 
Briffot’s Thoughts in Prifon............ 48 
Buffaloe, Manners of the................. 58 
Birger, Account of the poems of.... 220 

GK ss 
Cape of Good Hope, Settlement of the 19 
Carlos, Anecdote of Don...........0+... 219 
Charles the Bold, Anecdote of ........ 187 


China, Extra& from an authentic 
account of a Britifh Embaffy to.... 185 





Chinefe mode of fifhing................... 85 

Cuftoms of the............ 113, 147 
Claffical education, Subftitutes for .. 176 
Cleanlinefs, On abfurd ................... 334 
Colour in a Negro, change of.......... 109 
Columbus, Memoir of ...............00000. 186 
Contempt, Unreafonablenefs of....... 407 
Contentment, Reflections on............ 154 


Converfation, Darwin’s remarks on 
III 2 ca Se tnhacht nan cod phdpaidavaniteudesdes 





121 
Re OW wes vchcscdinnsepcecrcsetnisintcen< 213 
Courtfhip, Various modes of.......... 87 
Curiofity, Remarks on..............0000 120 
Deity, Sir Ifaac Newton’s fenfe of 
IRE cersecocepsnncdenasdipuhsctuntowehsancesiesienen 28a 
Drefs and Fafhion, Remarks on..... 51 
- of the Ancient Saxons............ 245 
Drefs, ornaments, &c. of the Roman 
EERO ntijeccenennnvtisustticsnmnngsisonpeelcin 336 
Duelling, Remarks om ..........::0-00000« 123 
Dwarf, Account of Calvin Philips, 
WD AIOE -rccetrepcrertentoseessiint ain 183 
Dwarf trees, Singular account of .... 209 


EGRITIR os -cicisccosesesceciournccesenvecccscsoossed 
Epiitles of Seneca ...........:00000+ 
Experiment, Curious ......0.sesereers 410 


346 












F. 
Fair fex, Origin of fighting for the 239 
Falfe Pretences, Effe&s of, A Tale 
375» 400 
Fafcinating power of the rattle fnake 210 
Fafhion. See Drefs 


February, by Dr. Aikin..........-...000 116 
Female converfation, Darwin on... 121 
Female beauty and ornaments......... 278 
Figures, Numerical ................:.000+++ 281 
Filial piety rewarded ............0000000 49 
Fire buckets, Subftitute for ............. 60 
Fifhing, Modes of in China............. 85 


Fly of Cochin China, Account of... 209 
Fruit trees, Mode of preferving, from 
Spa aviiehetiirtarsashbeidintatntajatheimtsmapanes 145 
Generofity, Singular jinftance of ..... 60 
Giraffe, Vaillant’s defcription of.... 81 


Ss pitlitesyedepens secvenscevenneneneeyece 151 
Gloves, Antiquity and ufe of.......... 274 
Gonfalvo, the great Captain, Anec- 

FE EEA OP 410 
Greatnefs, Inftability of human...... 54 
Gum, Formation of... 343 
Gypfum. See Plafter of Paris 

H 


Horfes confidered as food for man.. 111 
Cure for broken winded...... 314 








I. 
Japanefe, Account of the................ 107 
Imitation, Track of, in celebrated 
SI doin aiicicideiubindeliitoomee diane 276 
Improvement, Agricultural ............. 42 
| a 73 


Indian corn, Curious account of..... 215 
Inflammations, Accounts of fponta- 


I ctovdecinivtensnsctdintvonseserseese 85, 106 
Infeéts of hot climates... 43 
Inftability of human greatnefs. A 

ftriking inftance of.............05..0000+ 54 


Inftiné& of Animals, Facts relative to 207 
John, Account of the remains of King 50 
John the fecond, Duke of Bourbon, 


PANE GE cestentainsserepincrnacsdsmvenece 187 
Jones, Epitaph on Sir William ....... 155 
L. 

Larch wood, Ufes of .............0:00cc00 82 
Lay Preacher, Sermons by the 252, 279 
Bir 

Lazarettoes, View of Howard’s ac- 
CUE WE enssekiscevesenssectcceravestercccees 22 
Literary Vanity, Traits of ............. 314 

Logan’s experiments on Plafter of 
BIEN scha dicaciiieinigpebinwlinendomibeersscens 369 
Lycander, An old Englifh tale ....... 246 
Lynx of Abruzzo, Defcription of.... 58 

M. 

Mania, Different fpecies of............. 305 
Mansfield, Anecdote of Lord.......... 284 
March, by Dr. Aikimn.................00 242 
On Matrimony ...........ccccecceesseeereerees 153 
Medicine, Art of, in Sumatra ......... 84 


Mines of Cornwall, mode of work- 
ing them ....-++ Gibsecinn éveesinvesscoesesee 78 


INDEX. 





M. De M. and his family, 
UE GE sib in<osentapittlaininapecaientcctscoes 73 
Moderation, Singular inftances of .. 155 
Modern Novels, The effects of ....... 184 
Montefquieu, Anecdote of .............. 404 
Moorith juftice, Inftance of............. g2 
N. 
National pride, Zimmerman on ...... 155 
A Natural curiofity ..............:ccc0cc0s 17 
A Nautical improvement ................ 73 
I iciactkicinesnspdldninahinietiestipece it 
Negro, change of colour in a ......... 109 
——— in France, Anecdote of a... 80 
Nofes, Indian mode of fupplying ... 217 
Novels, Charaser and effe&s of mo- 
EES. yc 2h SED OC, 184 
Numerical figures .............c..c0ccseeseee 281 
O. 
Bs RIS nctnicecessiietncctnsiasancesearinisty 245 
Old age, Attachment to life in....... go 
Orchards, Remarks on pruning.. 9, 342 
Orchardift, Tools of the ................. 345 
P. 
Paint, Mode of laying or running .. 146 
Parnaflus, Trip to ........cccccccceeeeeeeee 44 
Philips the dwarf, Account of Calvin 183 
Phobia, On the different fpecies of 177 
Pichegru, Account of General ........ 52 
Plan of an extenfive unwritten work 112 
Planting, Hints om................cc0000se00 344 
Plafter of Paris, Agricultural expe- 
I FD achcscttttecictepricennclonsicctnns 369 
Population of fome French towns, 
at different periods.............0:000+ 377 
Compared with that of Englith 
RS SS 2 Aner 377 
Poverty, Critical Hiftory of............ 281 
Preferving of Birds, Method of...... 2 
ft oy ee 180 
Prices current, Two Philadelphia 
ones compared ..........--:::cesssesseore 378 
Princefs, Letter of an Afiatic.......... 79 
——— Anecdote of a Pruffian..... 124 
Prifon, Thoughts in, by J. P. Briffot 48 
Pruning of OPCWATUS ........00.cccecesee 9» 342 
Pruffia, Anecdote of a Princefs of ... 124 
Putnam, Anecdote of General ......... 27 
R. 
Rattle fnake, its fafcinating powers 21 
Reading, Rules for ..............sesssesees 27 
Remains of King John, Anaccountof 5¢ 
Richelieu, Anecdote of Cardinal .... 18> 
Ring-worm, Cure for the................ 5 
Roman Ladies, Drefs of ............... . 336 
Rumford’s Eflays, Extract from..... go, 
S. 
Saladin, Anecdote of Sultan ........... 56 
Salutation after fneezing................. 27 
Saturday, Domeftic regulations on.. 3; 
Saxons, Drefs of the ancient..... .... 2. 
Self-obferver, Extraés from Lava- 
ter’s journal Of a ............0004 240, 3° 
Seneca, Epiitles of...............0++ 143, 2! 


Sermons for lazy and idle readers 


252, 279, 


pr- 


: 
2 
% 
” 
! 
4 
£ 


- 
a3 


4 
4 
, 






464 
Sheep, Duke of Martina’s mode of 
keeping 
Method of curing the difeafe 
called the fcab in 
Ship Thomas of Liverpool, Fate of 249 
Silk, Hiftory of 374 
Sneezing, On the cuftom of faluting 


Society, Miftaken notion of 
Staunton, Sir George, Extracts from 
his account of the Embaifly to 
IIIS is ionic ct snvdcbsbiiesed cheecaunene 209, 185 
St. Domingo, Extracts from Wimp- 
fen’s voyage to 
Subftitutes for claffical education 
for fire buckets 
Sumatrans, Manners of the 
Sunday, Humours of a wet 
Suppreffion of vice and immorality, 
Laws for the 
Surinam Planter, Mode of life of a 
Surnames, on the ridiculous mifap- 
plication of 
Surprife, Remarkable effects of 
x 


12, 84, 144 


14 


Tarantula, Defcription of, and the 
effects of its bite 

Temple of Worthies, A vifion 

Tigers in Sumatra, Method of de- 
ftroying 

Time, On the improv-ment of 

Temerity, Remarkable inftance of .. 

Tin, Method of obtaining and pre- 


—-- trade, Antiquity of 
Tehasse, &c. Plan of an hiftory of 112 


Torporific Eel, Account of 
Traveller, An Eafiern apologue 
True courage, An epiftle of Seneca 216 
Turkith wit, A fpecimen of 
Vv. 
Vaillant’s New Travels into the in- 
terior parts of Africa, Extracts 
81, 210, 
Vanity, Remarkable traits of, in li- 
terary characters 
Vice and Immorality, Laws for the 
fupprefiion of 
Vidory, Price of a 
Vitality of animals, Inftances of.... 281 
War, Coft ofa 
Wimpfen’s voyage to St. Domingo, 
Extraé¢ts from 
A Winter piece 
_——— An Arabian tale by Fonta- 


Writing pens, On the invention of 149 
Wynkoop’s ventilator, Utility of 73, 345 
¥. 


Young Gentleman and a dancing 
mater, 


INDEX. 


SELECBED POETRY. 


Addrefs of a snl to his intended 
ae We: See, Le 317 
B. 
Bouquet, To a Lady 
Cc. 
Chloe playing on the lute ......1....... ‘. 
E 


Elegy on the death of a friend 
-to a red-breaft 


Epitaph on a lovely boy ............00. 286 
F. 


Fire-fide, The happy 3h 
Innocence, Ode to, lai the Latin 
OF SOCOM .65 sen -sisistesrorbebtiabnaecss 
Jones, Character of Sir William 
L. 
Ledyard’s pratfe of women.............. 254 
Lenora, A Ballad from Birger ....... 221 
M. 
Marian’s Complaint ..........:00sseeeceees 


316 
386 


285 
The Negro 


Ode on the €ath of a Young Lady 28 
on a Young Lady’s birth day 190 
CO PRMOCENCE ......0....000se,rcecerens . 


Poem by Mrs. Curtis ...............s0s0000 
on a Writing pen, written in 
the feventh century 
S. 
Senfibility, By a Lady 
Sleep, Ode to, from the Latin of 


Song, From the Spanifh 
Strephon’s Enquiry 
To Stella 


T. 
True Benevolence, An Epigram 

Y. 
Young Lady, Ode on the death of a 
———_—— Oile on the Birth-day 


of one lately recovered from a fit 
of ficknefs 


Women, Ledyard’s Praife of 
———0—— - 


Intelligence, 29, 62, 94, 127, 158, 190 
223, 255, 287, 317, 349, 382, 414 
Marriages, 32, 64, 96, 128, 160, 192 
224, 256, 288, 350, 382, 414 

Deaths, 32, 64, 96, 128, 160, 192, 224 
256, 288, 318, 350, 382, 414 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


v. 8. er ™ 
An, ¥¥ 








